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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP:  Teacher Advisory Council (TAC)
LIAISON: Robin Hebert

	MEETING DATE: July 7, 2015
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Stacy Liguori


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Kentucky Department of Education (KDE):
Dr. Terry Holliday – Commissioner of Education 

Robin Hebert -  Liaison for the Teacher Advisory Council

Monica Raines – Administrative Specialist III
Joe McCowan – Office of Next-Generation Learners

Bill Buchanan – Early Learning Liaison, Division of Program Standards

Malaika Williams – Race to the Top Preschool Coordinator
Amanda Ellis Ed.D – Associate Commissioner, Office of Next-Generation Learners
Ruth Ann Sweazy – Division of Student Success
Teacher Advisory Council (TAC):

Monique Beckham – Bryan Station Middle School 
Holly Bloodworth – Murray Elementary School

Elizabeth Fuller – Carter Traditional Elementary 
Sonia Fullwood – Carter G. Woodson Academy
Heidi Givens – Tamarack Elementary School

Allison Hunt -  DuPont Manual High School 

Patrice McCrary – Cumberland Trace Elementary

Sarah Reed – Field Elementary

Faye Smith – Campbell County Middle School
Josh Underwood – Mason County High School

Erika Webb -  East Jessamine High School 
Kentucky Association of Professional Educators (KAPE)
Ruth Green
Amy Floyd
Absent Members:

Kristal Doolin – Corbin Middle School
Chandra Emerson – South Oldham High School
Jennifer Fowler – Paintsville Jr./Sr. High School
Amy Littlejohn -  Caldwell Elementary
Dorothy Parker -  Central City Elementary
Mary Robertson – Chancey Elementary


	Agenda Item:  Welcome, Updates, and Acknowledgements
· Dr. Holliday welcomed everyone to the meeting and talked briefly about Congressional activity on No Child Left Behind Act (ESEA). 
· Dr. Holliday introduced the agenda and topics of discussion, followed by introductions of attendees.   

· Dr. Holliday turned the meeting over to Joe McCowan, for discussion of the Kentucky Core Academic Standards Challenge. 
Discussion/Action: 
Key Questions/Concerns: 

	

	Agenda Item: Kentucky Core Academic Standards Challenge Results. 
Joe McCowan – Office of Next-Generation Learners. 
Discussion/Action: 

· Background Information shared by Joe McCowan:
· The challenge period occurred from August 25, 2014 through April 30, 2015
· KDE promoted the challenge in order to receive as many responses as possible

· Commendation to Rebecca Blessings, of the Office of Guiding Support Services/General Counsel, Division of Communications. 

· The online form that was used for challenge responses  

· 1341 math and English/language arts standards were available for feedback 

· Challenge Results:

· 100% of feedback on the mathematics standards and 99% of feedback on the English/language arts standards came from users in the following states:
· Kentucky – 89%

· Tennessee – 2%

· Alabama – 1%

· Ohio - >1%

· User roles were identified by response; KDE’s target audience was Teachers/Retired Teachers; 51% of the feedback was given by this group, followed by Parents at 19%
· Responses were overall positive; deltas and solutions offered through the challenge feedback include:
· Rewrite the standard– 32%

· Break the standard apart into smaller chunks - 8%

· Move the standard from one grade Level to another - 71%

· Challenge results can be accessed online at: http://education.ky.gov/comm/UL/Pages/Kentucky-Core-Academic-Standards-Challenge.aspx  
· Next Steps

· Content teams and key stakeholders will analyze the feedback, propose revisions, and make recommendations to the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE).  KBE will approve any changes made to the standards which will go into effect SY 2016 – 2017, allowing teachers time to prepare for any changes. 
· KDE should promote the Model Curriculum Framework
· Dr. Holliday talked about the upcoming need for KDE to bring together teams that include teachers to develop and align end of course assessments 
Key Questions/Concerns: 

· Are teachers on the teams?
· The TAC would like to be involved with the standard revision process (they were invited to participate by Dr. Holliday) and they would like to see the final recommended list of changes and the rationale for making changes.  

· What ongoing concerns do you have about Kentucky’s Academic Standards?
· How can KDE best address these or other concerns?

· A great deal of miscommunication exists with Kentucky’s Core Academic Standards (in relation to the intent of the Common Core)-especially messaging to the general public.  How can we improve awareness with the general public? 


	Dr. Holliday introduced the next item on the agenda – School Readiness with Bill Buchanan and Malaika Williams

	Agenda Item: School Readiness Update
Bill Buchanan – Early Learning Liaison
Malaika Williams – Race to the Top Preschool Coordinator
Discussion/Action: 

· Bill Buchanan thanked everyone for allowing School Readiness to be part of today’s discussion and previewed topics for discussion: 
· Preschool PGES

· Kindergarten Screener and Age Eligibility

· Quality Rating Improvement System (TQRIS)

· The definition and history of School Readiness
· In Kentucky, school readiness means every child enters school ready to engage in and benefit from early learning experiences that best promote the child’s success. 

· This definition includes all domains for school readiness; cognitive and academic – general knowledge, health and well-being – motor development, language and communication, social and emotional development, and approaches to learning. 
· Preschool PGES 
· Since 2004, all new preschool teachers must be certified by the Educational Professional Standards Board (EPSB), and be able to demonstrate competency across 9 standards. 

· Preschool follows full PGES process and work is aligned with the Danielson framework. Some aspects are unique to preschool; guidance is provided 
· Preschool teachers in all districts will be required to participate in TPGES beginning Fall, 2015. 

· Mandatory pilot was held in SY 2014-15 for all districts with at least one teacher meeting requirements for participation (teacher qualifications, tenured, and not in a summative year). 

· Responses of pilot participants to PGES survey 

· 76.1% feel comfortable being assessed using the PGES framework

· 77% felt that the district currently has the infrastructure to train all its teachers in the proper use of the PGES system.  

· 72.7% felt they had received adequate initial training to implement the PGES system throughout the year.  
· 69.3% felt that they received adequate support in implementing the PGES system throughout the year. 

· Kindergarten Entry Screen
· 49,089 children were screened in SY 2014-15; 50% were ready for kindergarten
· Timelines for completing BRIGANCE data entry is expected to change and is pending LRC approval, giving districts up to 15 instructional days after the 30th instructional day for data input into the online management system (OMS) and infinite campus (IC), with all data entered by October 15.
· Kindergarten Age Requirement changes in SY 2017-18: the minimum age requirement for Kentucky State-Funded Preschool changes from October 1 to August 1.  All districts must have local board policy that includes an application and evaluation process for parents who wish to petition for their child’s early entry into kindergarten.
· The star system (under construction)
· Focus is on priority areas for school readiness
· Early Childhood Standards

· Screening and Assessment

· Adult Child Interactions

· Strengthening Families

· Environment. 

· The Kentucky All Stars will include five stars or levels of quality
· Kentucky All Stars Pilot– the purpose is to test the standards of quality, beginning July 2015 through December 2015. Programs selected for the pilot will test multiple tools and receive incentives; analysis of data will inform the design. 
 Key Questions/Concerns: 

· What are the best steps at local and state levels to support preschool teachers who are implementing PGES? – 
· Re-evaluate how many students have IEPs in a preschool classroom 
· Are Preschool teachers considered Other Professional or general education teachers in Professional Growth and Effectiveness System?
· Preschool teachers participate in TPGES not OPGES 
· Is there a communications structure in place to help parents petition for early access to kindergarten and navigate the system?

	Dr. Holliday introduced the next item on the agenda - Novice Reduction with Associate Commissioner Dr. Amanda Ellis

	Agenda Item: Novice Reduction Plan 
Amanda Ellis, Ed.D – Associate Commissioner, Office of Next-Generation Learners 
Discussion/Action: 
· In December, Dr. Holliday brought in ED Trust to identify areas of need in Novice Reduction.  
· A plan was in place to address GAP Closure, but it was insufficient 
· A business model for continuous quality improvement was developed.  
· More than 44 KY regulations address achievement gap
· Work was guided by 2 questions: What are the key work processes that improve student outcomes? And how do we deliver these outcomes?
· Baldridge tools were used to create a linkage chart which included support for Curriculum, Instruction, Assessment, and Environment 
· The Kentucky Core Academic Standards ensure that all districts have same expectations.  Standards and curriculum are fundamental to success of each KY student.  
· Instruction, monitoring and support are all part of the process to ensure student success.
· Classroom assessment for student learning emphasizes assessment for learning strategies. These improve teacher practice, enable students to take responsibility for their own learning, and improve student motivation to learn, which all lead to improved student achievement.  
· Learning environment is essential to student achievement.  
Key Questions/Concerns: 

· What drivers have greatest impact on learning for all KY students?  


	Agenda Item: Round Table discussion and wrap up
Ruth Ann Sweazy, NBCT and TAC Member

	Discussion/Action: 
Ms. Sweazy thanked Dr. Holliday for his years of service; the group read quotes to recognize Dr. Holliday’s accomplishments and milestones of his career, especially in KY.  

	

	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought): 
· All of today’s presentations will be shared
· Volunteers invited to serve on KCAS Challenge 

· Link to Model Curriculum Framework will be shared
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