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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY


	ADVISORY GROUP: State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children (SAPEC)
LIAISON: Gretta Hylton, Joe McCowan and Darlene Jesse

	MEETING DATE: Thursday, June 9 and Friday, June 10, 2016
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Joe McCowan


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
June 9 (Executive Committee Meeting) 
Members Present: Brian Lovell, Casey Allen, Randy McCallon, Jackie Risden-Smith 
KDE Representatives: Joe McCowan and Darlene Jesse
Interpreter: Mary Fehrenback, Natalie Malone
June 10 (General Business Session I)
Members Present:  Brian Lovell, Jackie Risden-Smith, Randy McCallon, Casey Allen, Anita Dowd, Katie Bentley, Amy Folker, Martha Slemp, Margaret Bausch, Mike Armstrong, Vickey Reilly, Leisa Hutchison, Brent Merritt, Vickie Nicholson, Debbie Seider, Helen Jones
KDE Representatives: Gretta Hylton, Joe McCowan and Darlene Jesse
Interpreter: Mary Fehrenbach, Natalie Malone
June 10 (Open Forum)

Members Present:  Brian Lovell, Jackie Risden-Smith, Randy McCallon,  Anita Dowd, Katie Bentley, Amy Folker, Martha Slemp, Margaret Bausch, Vickey Reilly, Leisa Hutchison, Brent Merritt, Vickie Nicholson, Debbie Seider, Helen Jones
KDE Representatives: Gretta Hylton, Joe McCowan and Darlene Jesse
Interpreter: Mary Fehrenbach, Natalie Malone
June 10 (General Business Session II)
Members Present: Brian Lovell, Jackie Risden-Smith, Randy McCallon,  Anita Dowd, Katie Bentley, Amy Folker, Martha Slemp, Margaret Bausch, Vickey Reilly, Leisa Hutchison, Brent Merritt, Vickie Nicholson, Debbie Seider, Helen Jones
KDE Representatives: Gretta Hylton, Joe McCowan and Darlene Jesse
Interpreter: Mary Fehrenbach, Natalie Malone


	

	Agenda Item: Executive Committee Meeting
Discussion/Action:  Brian Lovell made welcome and introductory remarks related to the development of the agenda and last minute revisions of the agenda.
The agenda had to be revised several times.  The latest revision included Elizabeth Jensen’s resignation.  A request for a special election for the SAPEC Vice-Chair was added to the agenda.
Survey monkey was used to collect data on what the Chair should do.  Overall ratings 90%, organization 100%, information needed before meeting 90%, 70% meeting to long.   Breaks have now been added in on SAPEC agendas.  Brian stated an emphasis on collaboration helped the meeting stay focused and moved in the right direction.  Staying true to our focus.  No negative feedback, Brian was encouraged by that.
Joe McCowan said the special election for vice-chair would be held at 4:00 pm today.  Elizabeth was not in attendance for this meeting. Brian shared the only nomination submitted by a panel member, Jackie Risden-Smith.   Elizabeth wants to continue to be on the panel but she is stepping down from Co-Chair.

The draft agenda was accepted.  Randy McCallon made a motion and Casey Allen seconded the motion.

The executive meeting was adjourned at 9:56am. 

Key Questions/Concerns:  The survey response data provided the panel chair information to help frame the upcoming areas of focus to ensure he is meeting the overall purpose and the panel is focused on their purpose.  


	Agenda Item:  General Business Session I
Information Providers:  Chris Thacker, Tracy Goff-Herman and Gretta Hylton
Discussion/Action:  Meeting was called to order at 10:15am by Chair, Brian Lovell. 

Brian Lovell, Chair, welcomed members and guests and asked members to introduce themselves. Mr. Lovell spoke about Elizabeth Jensen’s resignation.  The latest agenda did include a special election for the Co-Chair position.  He also asked for nominations for that position.

Mike Armstrong moved to accept the amended agenda, Debbie Snyder seconded. Motion passed. 

The February 2016 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. Motion to accept February minutes.  Margaret Bausch made a motion and Casey Allen seconded the motion.

We had a very productive meeting.  Committees were assigned and leads for those committees.  Goals set for the next business year by the panel.
Survey data was reviewed by the panel Chair.  First survey Brian asked for names. All surveys after the 1st were submitted anonymous.  He discussed feedback concerning leadership and his performance with the panel.  Brian went over the survey results from the panel members that participated in survey monkey.  Overall result – efficient and productive.  He is very open to constructive and critical feedback.

Office of Civil Rights – Released on June 7, 2016.  Data from 2013-2014.  Key areas pertaining to our role as the State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children.

School Discipline – Debbie Snyder and Mike Armstrong asked questions concerning this report.

Restraint & Seclusion- 100,000 placed in seclusion – 67,000 students with disabilities.

College and Career Readiness – Debbie Snyder spoke about the difference between college readiness and career readiness.

Chronic Absenteeism; and

Education in Justice Facilities

Brian will provide members with this information for those who request it.

SAPEC Co-Chair Special Election
One person emailed a recommendation for Co-Chair.  Motion made by Vickie Nicholson and seconded by Casey Allen.

Motion for Jaclyn Risden-Smith moved by Debbie Snyder and Margaret Bausch and 2nd by Randy McCallon.

Key Questions/Concerns: Office of Civil Rights – First released on June 7, 2016.  Data from 2013-2014.  Key areas pertaining to our role as the State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children. Brian will provide members with this information for those who request it.


	

	Agenda Item:  U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) on Response Data and Disproportionality Overview, Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) comments.
Chris Thacker and Gretta Hylton, KDE, Division of Learning Services

Discussion/Action: Chris Thacker presented a power point presentation and explained what significant disproportionality is.  The subgroup data being reviewed includes consideration of seven races.  IDEA 2004 and related regulations were mentioned.  The legislation made intervention mandatory and required states to report to OSEP.  Majority of the data used is “618” data”.  Data reported to OSEP through MOE/CEIS collection.  RTI is part of CEIS.  Mike Armstrong asked about discipline – 5 areas – 7 races in schools.  Brent Merritt had a question about identification.  Several SAPEC members discussed with Chris concerning disproportionality data.  Brian and Chris discussed adversity in districts.  Kentucky does not compare with most other states.  W.Va. or Utah would be comparable.  

Key Questions/Concerns:  The panel was very interested to hear about Kentucky rulemaking in relation to other states.  The panel would like to compare to states in similar size to look at common data points and rules to consider in relation to the rulemaking response.  


	

	Agenda Item:  Every Student  Succeeds Act (ESSA) Overview

Tracy Goff Herman – Office of Guiding Support Services – KDE
Discussion/Action:  Tracy spoke about ESSA.  Any questions or feedback send email, mail response, Joe McCowan or Gretta Hylton.  kyedlistens@education.ky.gov
Tracy will send out links for suggestions to Joe and Gretta.  They will then need to send them out to panel members.

Randy McCallon has concerns about some districts that have more resources than others.  Why is everyone put into the same pot when different districts have more/less money?

Discussion on districts and their rise and fall of students and their money allocations, or high achieving students.

Vickie Nicholson’s opinion on ESSA:  she is excited about changes to some qualifications on hiring teachers, certifications.  (Highly qualified teachers.)  ESPB will be meeting on Monday 6/13/16.

Leisa Hutchinson opinion on ESSA – She would like to understand the expectation for special education issues.  How do we measure career readiness for the 1%?  

Kids that come into a district and do not graduate because of their age are counted in the dropout rate.

Tracy discussed the 2016 regular Session of the Kentucky General Assembly (Handout).

Senate Bill 1 legislative revision failed.  Charter schools not favored, failed.  Hal Heiner is in favor of charter schools.  Small class size, with good government, charter schools are successful.

Key Questions/Concerns:  The panel had a follow up discussion and asked related questions.  They would like to provide specific feedback in response to the ESSA legislation being proposed.  Brian will be collecting feedback to provide to KDE (N size and grad rate are main issues they are concerned with in relation to special education issues to address).  


	

	Agenda Item:  KDE Consolidated Monitoring Feedback

Gretta Hylton

Discussion/Action:  IDEA, Title I, II, CTE, EL, Alternative Schools, Gifted and Talented were areas of focus for the 14 Districts Monitored.  Five annual measurements, progress monitoring, systemic issues.  Strengths; parental engagement, review of practice KSB & KSD.

Jaclyn spoke about what her district is doing about monitoring progress.  

Vickie Nicholson also talked about their coop and how they are monitored for compliance.
Key Questions/Concerns:  The panel appreciated the update on the KDE Consolidated Monitoring process.  They would like to continue to be aware of results to help provide additional support or resources in areas that are needed in conjunction with KDE.  


	

	Agenda Item:  Open Forum
Discussion/Action: Brian called meeting to order at 6:30.

Public Hearing Introduction was read by Chair, Brian Lovell.  Members introduced themselves and provided an overview of who they represent on the panel. Floor was opened for anyone who wanted to address the panel. 

No one outside the panel attended this meeting.

Meeting was adjourned.

Key Questions/Concerns: The panel would like to think of ways to increase attendance at the open forum.  They suggested the Communications Committee consider ways to promote the event and increase attendance.  This has been an on-going issue for the panel over the years.


	

	Agenda Item:  General Business Session II
Information Providers:  Gretta Hylton, KDE and Kelly Davis, GRREC
Discussion/Action:  Meeting was called to order at 8:38am by Chair, Brian Lovell.

Conversation concerning the google.doc site.  What would be on there?  It is secure for SAPEC only.

Brian will be sending how to instructions to Joe for setting up google.doc.  He will get back in touch with Joe by Monday with his opinion on the google.doc.


	

	Agenda Item:  Kentucky Department of Education and Co-Op Update
Discussion/Action: KDE Update – Gretta Hylton
Gretta provided two handouts – agency organizational chart and leadership team at KDE.

She went over second handout and spoke about each leadership person.  She also discussed the upcoming KDE move to the new building.  KDE Board have five new members.  There have been 11 town hall meetings in the last 7 weeks.

Co-op Update – Kelly Davis

CCR 1% 35 districts trained.  Good things coming from this training.  Parents, or anyone, can attend youth mental first aid in crisis training. AWARE training mentioned.

Getting the word out on how and what to say to a child in crisis.  Training dates will be sent out.


	

	Agenda Item:  Committee Meetings and Work Reports
Discussion/Action:  Committee Meetings and work reports.  

Committee Assignments from February 2016 meeting.

Justin Cooper – Free & Appropriate Education

*Dyslexia – follow up with letter of support to KDE and Governor’s Office.  No response as of yet

Jaclyn Risden-Smith – Communication – Ronnie wants to become more consistent with public forum.

Mike Armstrong – General Supervision – did not have topic.

Stella Beard – Transition – KDE meeting – good meeting.

Anita Dowd – Parent Involvement – not a lot of progress.

Wrap-Up Adjournment

Brian excited about the committee work being done.  Joe spoke about google.doc and how it works.  If you have concerns let him know.

Randy McCallon – motion to dismiss, Brett Merritt seconded the motion.

Meeting adjourned.
Key Questions/Concerns: Committee reports need to be typed up by Committee Chairs and posted on the common Google Doc site for all members to review and revise if necessary.  This common location will help with communication work necessary between meetings.  
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