
Early Childhood Advisory Council

March 19, 2015 Meeting Minutes
Call to Order

The meeting of the Early Childhood Advisory Council was called to order at 10:08 a.m. on March 19, 2015 at the Department for Environmental Protection in Frankfort, KY. 

Roll Call

The following members were present: Jane Chandler, Marilyn Coffey, Paula Goff, Tracy Haddix, Beth Jurek for Audrey Haynes, Cindy Heine, Tommy Floyd for Terry Holliday, Amy S. Hood, Rick Hulefeld, Mary Beth Jackson, Jennifer Miller, Terry Tolan, Kevin Nix, Brigitte Blom Ramsey, Nicki Ratton Rowe, Kathryn Whitmore, June Widman, and Tom Zawacki.  The following members were not present: Tom Buford, Tom Burch, Ben Cundiff, Dreama Gentry, Daphne Hosinski, Bill Scott, Anna Shepherd, Ruth Ann Shepherd, and Rachel Yarbrough. 
Approval of Minutes, December, 2014
On motion of Cindy Heine, second by Brigitte Ramsey, the minutes of the December 2014 ECAC meeting were approved as amended. 

Introduction of New Staff, Christian Motley
Rick Hulefeld introduced Christian Motley, Deputy Executive Director, Jennifer Grisham- Brown, Principle Investigator and presenter, and new ECAC  members Kathryn Whitmore, Director of the Early Childhood Research Center at the University of Louisville, Jennifer Miller, Head Start Collaboration Director, and Dreama Gentry, Executive Director, Partners for Education at Berea College, who was unable to attend the meeting. 
HB234 Update
Rick Hulefeld introduced Deputy Executive Director, Christian Motley.  Christian comes to the Governor’s Office of Early Childhood from Alabama via Berea College.    Christian provided an update on the HB234.  Christian thanked the Governor, Representative Derrick Graham, Senator Mike Wilson, and Ashley Parrot for championing the bill and making early childhood is a priority.  Christian expressed that he was proud of the work and happy to be a part of the early childhood office.  Cindy Heine commented on the importance of paying close attention to those who use exemptions from licensing created by the bill. 
Third Party Evaluation
Dr. Jennifer Grisham-Brown introduced herself as a researcher and early childhood advocate from the University of Kentucky.  Her main goal in this evaluation was to evaluate public and private preschool, early childhood programs, and head start programs.  The STARS evaluation research for 2012-2014 that looked at a cohort of children, longitudinally, beginning in preschool and following them into kindergarten and the first grade.  The report shows child academic outcomes, confidence levels, social emotional confidence, and health/well being.  The goal from 2012-2014 was to examine the school’s readiness of children who attended Kentucky’s highest quality early childhood programs.  Research has been conducted in STARS programs, head start programs, and Kentucky’s pre-k programs.  The research was able to validate if children were to attend a high quality program in Kentucky, then children are making progress towards the readiness indicators.  Jennifer also researched how the same group of children fared in kindergarten in comparison to a matched sample of children.    The classroom quality and child outcomes were also studied.  The classroom assessment scoring system was used for a measuring tool.  Some of the specific measures that were viewed academically were based off of The National Early Childhood Early Literacy Panel Report and looked at the variables that were mostly related to the school’s success and BMI data.    Overall, the report was looking at an at risk population of preschool age children.  The report also viewed a matched sample of children who were eligible for free lunch and observed how they compare to the larger sample in kindergarten.  In previous research, Jennifer has found that a strong correlation between some outcome measures (vocabulary of children) and the subscale of the class, but that was not replicated in this evaluation Terry Tolan noted that  we are preparing to look at our evaluation for a new Stars Rating System in the future year. Terry thanked Dr. Grisham-Brown and her team for their many years of work as the third-party evaluator for STARS for KIDS NOW.  The full report is available at the GOEC and on our web site.
Workgroup Reports
Data
Brigitte Ramsey presented the 2015 Early childhood Profiles and explained that little had changed on the profile since last year to this year.  There were a few minor adjustments, but for the most part, the data sets are the sameWe need to continue to view the profiles through a lens that will better help the communities.  The data committee welcomes the expertise of the ECAC members in the types of questions and data that members of the ECAC would like to see on the profiles.  Cindy Heine recommended that future profiles reflect year-to-year comparisons of some data.  The Data Workgroup will meet June 11, September 10, and December 10, 2015. 
Superintendents Community Mobilization
Tommy Floyd reported reminded members that the Commissioner had previously asked him and Amanda Ellis to work with the ECAC to develop strategies for Superintendents to use to improve school readiness in their communities.  Superintendents have a sense of urgency around improving Brigance scores, but often are unsure how to begin.  A workgroup has been formed including: Tommy Floyd, Rick Hulefeld, Amanda Ellis, Nicki Patton, Brigitte Ramsey, Bill Scott, Rachel Yarbrough, Melissa Goins, Teresa James, and Bruce Linder. They are working on a web based toolkit that will represent the best practice and strategies for mobilizing communities.  Rick Hulefeld added that the toolkit is going to list resources and partners outside the schools. 
KY ALL STARS Update
Joe Roberts reports that year one of the RTT-ELC grant is completed and the Annual Performance Report (APR) has been submitted.  The APR is a way to express to federal project officers the challenges, opportunities, accomplishments and adjustments made in activities in the previous year.  It also shows how money was spent.  
CCAP/STARS Update
Mary Beth Jackson reported since the last meeting that there have been 3,000 children aided to CCAP program rolls.  As of March 19, the number of children had risen to 5,000.  The number of STARS centers increased from 1,000 to 1,200 and 200 more applications have been received since the December meeting.  Mary Beth attributes the increase in participation to the E-Regulation. 
Executive Director’s Report

Terry Tolan had the opportunity over the last few months to be involved in and participate as a member in the Early Childhood Commission (ECC) of the Southern Regional Education Board, chaired by Governor Beshear.  The ECC is primarily made up by legislative leaders who tend to be education chairs in southern states.      Representative Graham and Senator Wilson were members of the commission.  It has been a great opportunity to highlight Kentucky’s accomplishments.  
Conclusion and Adjourn
Rick Hulefeld asked that each workgroup come to the next meeting prepared to report on their ongoing work.  He adjourned the meeting at 12:06pm.  The next meeting of the ECAC will be Thursday, June 18, 2015. 

