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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP:  State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children (SAPEC)
LIAISON:  Gretta Hylton

	MEETING DATE: September 17-18, 2015
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Susan Farra/Jeff Coles


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Casey Allen
Margaret Bausch

Ryan Beard

Stella Beard

Debra Katie Bentley

Justin Cooper

Amy Folker

Elisabeth Jensen
Helen Jones

Brian Lovell

Randy McCallon

Brent Merritt

Ronnie Nolan

Vickey Reilly

Debbie Seider

Martha Slemp

Jaclyn Risden Smith



	Agenda Item: General Business Session I, September 17, 2015
Discussion/Action:
Meeting was called to order at 1:15 p.m. by Secretary, Ronnie Nolan. 

Introduction of New Panel Members: Ronnie Nolan introduced new member, Debbie Seider, representing Career and Technical Education. Introductions were made by all panel members. Susan Farra introduced new KDE contact, Jeff Coles. 

Review and Approve Agenda: Randy McCallon motioned and Martha Slemp seconded to approve the minutes, with the deletion of Item 2 of the General Business Session I. Motion passed.
Review and Approve June 22, 2015 Minutes: Randy McCallon requested that the June 2015 SAPEC minutes be amended to reflect that he was present for the conference portion of the September 2015 SAPEC meeting. Casey Allen moved for approval, Martha Slemp seconded. The motion passed. 

Key Questions/Concerns: 


	

	Agenda Item: Orientation for New SAPEC Members/Travel Voucher Requirements:
Discussion/Action:  Susan Farra announced that the November 2015 SAPEC meeting will be her last meeting as the KDE contact for the Panel. Jeff Coles will serve as the new KDE contact. Gretta Hylton is the new Director of the Division of Learning Services within the Office of Next Generation Learners. 
As noted in our bylaws, Ms. Farra provided an orientation for new and current members. The orientation included a review of the membership make-up of the Panel, the roles and responsibilities of the Panel, and information on how to accurately fill out travel vouchers for Panel members’ expense reimbursement.  
The Panel discussed the need to review and possibly vote on proposed revisions to the bylaws at its November 2015 meeting. 
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	

	Agenda Item:  Presentation on IDEA Indicator #8 (Parent Involvement), Tony Lobianco
Discussion/Action:  Mr. Lobianco conducted this presentation via SKYPE. His presentation was covered an overview of parent involvement (Indicator 8) measurement as collected through parent survey data. He emphasized that the parent survey is currently designed to measure parental perception as to their level of involvement with the school/district, and the data does not necessarily reflect the actual level of parent involvement with the school/district.
Regrettably, Mr. Lobianco was able to only provide part his presentation due to technical/internet connection difficulties. Mr. Lobianco is willing to complete his presentation at the November 2015 SAPEC meeting, schedule and agenda permitting.

Key Questions/Concerns: 



	

	Agenda Item: Project AWARE Kentucky: Advancing Wellness and Resilience in Education, Kathryn Tillett
Discussion/Action:  Ms. Tillett’s presentation covered an overview of Kentucky’s behavioral health needs for students, the impact of trauma on academic outcomes, behavior, and mental health, the goals of the Kentucky AWARE project, and opportunities for school and community trainings in Youth Mental Health First Aid.
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	

	Agenda Item: General Business Meeting II, September 18, 2015
Ryan Beard, Chair, called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m. 

General Business Session II

Ryan Beard, Chair, welcomed committee members. 

Committee Assignments: 

Discussion centered on how to more effectively engage the general public in public forums. Discussion also revolved around barriers to public participation, including how public forums are publicized. 

A By-Laws Revision Ad Hoc Committee was formed by Ryan Beard, Chair, to discuss and draft desired revisions to the SAPEC by-laws. Members of the committee: Martha Slemp, Brian Lovell, Margaret Bausch, Brent Merritt, Stella Beard, Vickey Reilly, Ryan Beard, Elisabeth Jensen, Ronnie Nolan. Ryan Beard indicated that a special called meeting will take place in the coming weeks to begin revising the by-laws of SAPEC. The location for the meeting will be the offices of Race for Education. The date and time have yet to be determined. Once a special meeting date is determined, Ryan Beard, Chair, will send notification to KDE at least 7 days prior to meeting. 

Election (Officer Nomination) Committee: Names of those interested in being placed on the ballot for the slate of election at the November 2015 SAPEC meeting may be submitted to Elisabeth Jensen within 2 weeks of the September 18, 2015 meeting. At that time the nominating committee will submit those names to Ryan Beard. Elections will take place during the November 2015 meeting. 

Ryan Beard, Chair, recommended that the duties of the secretary be amended to include the responsibility of sending acknowledgement communication to all persons who address the committee during the public forum. Ronnie Nolan motioned, Margaret Bausch seconded it. Motion passed. 

Ronnie Nolan made a motion to create a Communication Committee charged with the responsibility of publicizing public forums, both statewide and in the local communities, chaired by the Vice Chair of the Executive Committee. Seconded by Elisabeth Jensen. Discussion commenced related to who should be included in the committee and who we should target with information. Motion passed. 

Committee Work/Reports 

FAPE: Justin Cooper reported on the information presented during the public forum. Findings are to recommend to KDE to follow-up with parent and recommend reenrollment of the student in her local school district to encourage increased services.

Locations/Dates for 2015 SAPEC Meetings: Vickey Reilly reported the recommendation of the committee:

· January/February meeting happen in Frankfort. 

· Early June meeting would take place at Dale Hollow State Resort Park. 

· September meeting to take place at Carter Caves State Resort Park. 

· November at the CEC Conference

Debbie Seider motioned to approve the recommended general dates and locations for future meetings. Margaret Bausch seconded the motion. KDE representatives will select final dates for meetings depending on availability of conference space, etc. 

Communication: Ronnie Nolan will forward flyer template to Stella Beard for use by the Committee in promoting future meetings. 

Stella Beard will develop, with input from Panel members, a distribution list for people interested in the work of the Panel.

The Communication Committee will develop a new Facebook page for the State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children. There are currently 400 likes on the current page and those people will be invited to “like” the new page. 

The Panel discussed other opportunities for promoting the public forum at the upcoming CEC conference. Including an exhibit table for information about the Panel available throughout the conference. Also, inclusion of the Panel and Forum promotion in the program of the conference, with a flyer at the registration table.

Jeff Coles will inquire about the possibility of SAPEC having or sharing an exhibit booth sat the CEC conference. If SAPEC has a table, the Communication Committee will design and develop materials for distribution.

Travel Voucher Completion: Susan Farra distributed written directions for how to complete travel vouchers for expense reimbursement to Panel members. 

Discussion/Action: 

Key Questions/Concerns: 



	

	Agenda Item: McKinney-Vento Education of Homeless Children and Youth Assistance Act, Helen Jones 
Discussion/Action: Mrs. Jones’s presentation to the Panel focused on the rights of students who are identified as homeless and have disabilities as defined under IDEA.  It will include: (1) the definition of a “homeless student”, (2) a special emphasis on special education students who are identified as homeless, and (3) services for students who are homeless. The presentation will also cover challenges such as conducting evaluations and over-identification of this transient population.
Key Questions/Concerns 

Adjournment: Randy McCallon moved to adjourn, Elisabeth Jensen seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:21am. 


	

	

	

	

	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought): 
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