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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Next-Generation Student Council
LIAISON: Stephanie Siria
	MEETING DATE: April 16, 2014
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Stephanie Siria

	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Guyron Spalding

David Hormell

Deanie Pedigo 

Zachary Creekmore 

Karson Johnson
Tiffany Parham

Morgan Casto
Other Attendees:

Terry Holliday, Kentucky Department of Education (KDE)

Stephanie Siria, KDE
Rhonda Sims, KDE

Amy Patterson, KDE

	Agenda Item: Assessment and Accountability Update from Rhonda Sims, KDE
Discussion/Action: Rhonda Sims led a discussion about a future direction for high school assessments because of a change with the ACT company. So the question before KDE is: what do students think KDE should be doing for high school assessment?
Zachary: On Algebra I, if they did add that how are they going to administer that? Because we have kids in 8th grade who take this. Would they end up taking it?

Rhonda: The way it works now, and we’d probably continue doing this, if you take an Algebra course in middle school and you’re going to get a high school credit for that, you do have to take the end-of-course test. We basically take your score you earn and we hold it in records at KDE after you’ve moved on to high school your score gets reported during your 9th-grade year. We call the system banking, KDE holds the score or banks it then deposits to your high school records.

Guyron: The weight the ACT bares is quite intimidating at times. With me being at a relatively small school and going to U of L in the Fall, the ACT has been a deciding factor with many of the scholarships I’ve applied for. It has also been a deciding factor negatively with some of the scholarships I haven’t received. We place too much importance on the ACT that we overstress ourselves. As far as EOCs go and adding more courses, the problem I see is that teachers put too much focus on trying to prepare students for the EOCs with strategies, it takes away from them teaching the course. If you know the content and go into the test it’s easier. 

David: Do the EOCs still apply to students that are taking AP tests? When I took AP US History we had to take an EOC in addition to the US History exam.

Rhonda: It can. It depends on how your school uses the AP class. If the AP course is how you’re earning graduation credits instead of an elective credit, then you do take the EOC. It really depends on how the school has the curriculum set up. 

At this point the discussion is adding the EOC in earlier high school experience rather than later. It would cause less stress if they tackled these test in the earlier years rather than layering on top of the senior year. That hasn’t been raised as a real issue at this stage. Some concerns have been raised by students where overlap of testing can cause pressure for students.  I certainly think we want to be sensitive to that and continue to hear from students about this. 

Deanie: I was wondering with the snow days, the dates for the AP test didn’t move, how does that all work? I know with the dates not moving it was a lot of stress.

Rhonda: AP exams are set nationally. When they are put in date they don’t take in to account of incidents that happen within the state. We are able to adjust EOC assessments which offer flexibility. We were able to get some flexibility with the state ACT tests. Some of those dates are locked down nationally and some are limited, but other state test we have more flexibility. It’s a balancing act. 

Terry Holliday:  When you guys took the 8th grade EXPLORE, how useful was that test for your high school planning and course selection? Did it help you plan your career choice?
How useful was the PLAN test in 10th grade for your college and career planning?
David: It was not helpful in planning for my future career, but it did a tremendous job of predicting how I would do on the ACT and what I needed to improve on.
Karson: It helped me more in getting a base for what the ACT would be like and how well I would do on it more than planning my schedule.
Zachary: The EXPLORE helped me on my career choice really and the PLAN predicted low on my ACT so I worked harder to get a higher score.

Deanie: Personally, I thought the EXPLORE was a lot more helpful because it gave me an idea of what I could expect when I was older. With the PLAN though I had already taken the ACT three times before I had taken it so it was kind of a waste of time to do. 

Dr. Holliday: Of all the "tests" you guys take, is ACT the most important for you and your future?
Zachary, Karson, David, Deanie all replied “yes.”

Guyron: By far the ACT, bears the most weight in entrance to college, scholarship opportunities, etc. The ACT is easily the greatest deciding factor into college readiness.
Zachary: For the EOC future, at our school, we are only required to take a fourth year English class and seniors don't take any tests usually other than the ACT so would they end up requiring them to take this. I am just afraid this might become something that kids dread every year kind of like the ACT. If they dread taking the EOC every year then they will get to the point to where they don't care how they score.

Morgan:  I actually really enjoyed taking the EOC as opposed to the old state testing. My school allowed our EOC to count as our final for that course, so I had less testing at the end of the year. Plus, I was pleased with the style of the EOC, and I felt prepared for the content in the tests. Overall I preferred EOC over the testing I had in classes that did not have an EOC assessment. Also, my school does a lot of additional testing throughout the year such as MAP, and I do agree with the test fatigue point. I think if there was less "practice" testing, this fatigue would be reduced and more emphasis placed upon EOC and ACT testing because formative assessment does not require sitting in front of a computer and testing-- it can come in multiple forms.
Key Questions/Concerns: 


	Agenda Item: Discussion of Individual Learning Plan from a students’ perspective; Amy Patterson, KDE
Discussion/Action: Amy Patterson led a discussion about changes to the ILP and how KDE can encourage more students and parents to use it. The discussion focused on how the council members’ ILP experience has been. 

Morgan: I’m a big fan of ILP. I’ll be the first to admit I haven’t used it as much as I should have. If I could go back I’d use it differently. A big turn off is getting into Career Cruising. There is a huge number to remember for your username and password that are hard to keep up with making it hard to access. We only accessed it in one class period in English and there isn’t a lot of time to access it. Since Operation Preparation, ILP has become more important. Someone comes in and helps you access it, after that, kids don’t get back on though. 

Karson: I think an app for Career Cruising would be good, because you could stay constantly logged in and access it anywhere and easily. 
Amy: We are working on a way, starting next school year; students will be creating their own password. We also are working on an app to make it more accessible. 

David: I actually like the ILP program. It has good intentions and I have personally been using it since 8th grade. For most kids it’s obligatory. From my personal experience, getting to 100% was difficult with navigating through. 

Amy: 100% seems to be the biggest obstacle. 

Zach: We started using it in 6th grade and I’ve been using it on my own since 8th grade. I got to 100% before the teachers even got to it. I like using it because if I ever want to change my career I can see what classes to take. I really like the program. 

Amy: What would you think would make students want to get on it?

Zach: I absolutely love this program. I didn't really like the update but it has made my career interests easier to access and learn about. The reason I didn't like the update was because I was used to the old version and it made it more confusing to find things.

Deanie: At my school the ILP is used once a year and you hurry up and get done with it. You do everything to get the state requirement and then it isn’t looked at after that. It should be done monthly.

Amy: If you think teachers gave you an assignment to complete parts of the ILP, do you think kids could get it done and would teachers appreciate it more since it wouldn’t be taking up their class time? 

Deanie: I think so. I think that would be more productive. 

David: I think the students using this program are oblivious to the benefits of this program. Maybe it should be relayed student’s success stories with this program like obtaining scholarships. 

Amy: That’s a good suggestion. We had a mother that couldn’t afford to pay for her child to go to college and they were able to find a full scholarship using the ILP. Maybe that could be shared on the homepage.

David: Maybe these stories could be shared through Operation Preparation, that’d be an effective way. Class officers and guidance counselors could also share this information. 

Morgan: I don’t know how much access ILP has with the universities. Maybe have the universities work with the schools by offering incentives for students that use the ILP program. Not necessarily scholarships but T-shirts or small scholarships. How long can you keep your ILP?
Amy: It’s available after 5 years that you’ve logged in. 

Morgan: I have friends in college but aren’t sure what to study. How would they get their log in information?

Amy: Contact the school. If the school doesn’t have it, contact Career Cruising.  We’ve been working with KCTS with using the ILPs. If students get a certification and they’re not really sure what they want to do the academic advisors could help them with the ILP.  Some schools have embraced the ILPs fully and integrating it into their curriculum. Some counselors and teachers use it but the administrators don’t use it. Parents seem to love it but the reaction is mixed. It’s a balancing act; you want to use it as a resource instead of something else to do. 

Zach: My cousins are in Richmond and none of them have heard of the program and they’re in the same grade as I am. 

Morgan: I just came from another meeting where we discussed Operation Preparation. They’ve tried to devote an entire day to that particular program. The first half of the day is focused on ILP and then they focus on duel credit. It is improving; more people are talking about it. 

Amy: We’ve thought about other ways to reach parents that don’t know about it. We’ve thought about commercials but we don’t have the money for that. Ideas are welcome.

Morgan: Channel 1 is still being used in schools but it’s not a requirement. I was thinking if Career Cruising had a Twitter account or a high school Twitter account, if you follow them you could get push notifications sent to your phone about that program. There is also a Remind one-on-one where you get text, you sign up for it. 

David: Make it less tedious, maybe improve the quizzes/polls...It suggested that I should become a makeup artist. I'm looking at journalism. But when I was filling it out, I was thorough and treated it like a GSP app. I wasn't racing to get to a 100%.
Morgan: I do think having an assignment would be beneficial as long as there were opportunities for students without computers or internet access to complete the assignment.
Karson: If it’s forced homework more students will do it just to get it done, and not spending the right amount of time on it. 
Morgan: My ILP was super helpful when I needed a resume for applications this year.
Tiffany: I do think that some students would not take it seriously. 
Morgan: It would also be great to have a link to Career Cruising on the school website with their school email links! 
Zachary: Well, they will treat it like homework, ones who are trying will do well and finish, and those who don't care will either not do it or barely do any of it.

David: But once the apathetic students realize the benefits behind the ILP, maybe apathy won't be a problem. Maybe they can realize that college is within reach. Even if the student does not attend college, it helps you create a resume, which translates into finding a job.
Morgan: The students treat it as an unnecessary requirement because the teachers treat it as another requirement they have to check off their to-do lists. Mine has always been more of a requirement. My teachers weren't excited, but they didn't dread it, but it hasn't been as important until these past few years with Operation Preparation.

David: My teachers were kind of indifferent. Maybe that's because their class time was being used up.
Key Questions/Concerns:  


	Agenda Item: Discussion of and update on KDE’s 2014 Legislative Agenda; Terry Holliday, KDE
Discussion/Action:  Terry Holliday:  The biggest legislative success was budget. Everyone agreed education was top priority this year. They increased the basic funding, teachers get a 1% pay raise and in year 2 they get a 2% raise. Also there was a significant increase in funding for texts books and digital resource instructions. You also saw increases in extended school services, professional development and in the second year the preschool program will be expanded. This couldn’t come at a more important time. Last night they passed a legislation to require school finance officers to have better training and better credentials. Questions or comments?

Zachary: Teachers and principals are strict at our school about technology being used such as cellphones. I think it’s unfair because some kids aren’t reprimanded while others are. 

Dr. Holliday: We agree, it’s unfair. You should talk to your school counselor or principal about those issues. We support bring your own device (BYOD), we’d like to expand technology in the schools. While talking about technology we were able to get some increases on bandwidth within the school systems. Hopefully the schools can use funds to buy more technology for the classrooms. 

Guyron: The whole Senate Bill 224 could you elaborate on that?

Dr. Holliday: A lot of it was people from out of state provided misunderstanding of information on the Common Core Standards. It’s pretty much a dead bill for now. Majority of teachers and parents support Common Core.  Jury is still out on this, it’ll take a few years before we see the impact from the standards.  This has been a pretty successful session for us. 

Morgan (on gaming systems in school): The only time I’ve seen gaming systems are in special education and speech pathologist use them as rewards for their students. All of the games are approved. They’re used for educational purposes.  A lot of our part time educators are being let go at my high school. The reason is because they’re part time and they’re not tenure, it’s a problem because they’re the best teachers but our school doesn’t have the funding to keep them. Is that a direct effect of the legislation? 

Dr. Holliday: School districts will have a little bit more money than they will next year. It could be because of legislation with retirement and who can be hired back. It also could be based on enrollment decline, which impacts your budget. 

Key Questions/Concerns: 



	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought):  
· Discussion among the students about BYOD policies, zones in individual schools, districts.
· Dual credit, college course options offered in different districts.
· Student voice component to teacher PGES.
Next Meeting: October 2014, Frankfort
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