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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Next-Generation Student Council
LIAISON: Stephanie Siria
	MEETING DATE: April 19, 2016
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Stephanie Siria

	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Amrit Avula – Bowling Green High School, Bowling Green Ind.

Roop Patel – Beechwood High School, Beechwood Ind.

Thomas Patrick – Magoffin County High School

Kaeli Riggs – Seneca High School, Jefferson Co.

Wesley Wei – Boyle County High School

Lauren Williams – Taylor County High School

Grayson Ford – Trigg County High School

Kenzy Moore – Russell High School, Russell Ind.

Emily Salamanca – Henry Clay High School, Fayette Co.

Benjamin West – Central Hardin High School, Hardin Co.
Other Attendees:

Commissioner Stephen Pruitt, Kentucky Department of Education (KDE)

Stephanie Siria, KDE

	Agenda Item: Update on actions by the 2016 Kentucky General Assembly affecting K-12 education and feedback from NGSC members
Discussion/Action: Commissioner Pruitt and council members discussed the recent 2016 Kentucky General Assembly including bills passed and signed into law, passed only and those vetoed (as of April 19, 2016).
Student Comments

(Re the bullying definition legislation) Benjamin West: It talks about the how they define 'bullying.' I believe that people could abuse the part about 'potential to be repeated' in the sense like an event happened one time and people could define them as a bully even though it was once. I think it should just be that type of activity and is repeated. But you could be calling out people for bullying even though they weren't with this “what if” business. I understand the rationale to stopping it before it happens.
Commissioner Pruitt: The bullying came from the (governor’s office) task force. Kentucky was one of only two states that did not use the term or define bullying.  The definition came from the task force, but it gets us moving.
Key Questions/Concerns: 


	Agenda Item: Budget update based on actions by the 2016 Kentucky General Assembly affecting K-12 education and feedback from NGSC members 

Discussion/Action: Commissioner Pruitt and council members discussed the FY 2016-2018 biennial budget recently passed by the Kentucky General Assembly (as of April 19, 2016).

The group discussed the budget which was passed and its implications for staffing in schools. Many member commented that teachers were laid off, retiring or assigned to new positions within a school. Wesley Wei commented that there were rumors in his school of new teachers being hired to teach new courses to be offered.

Benjamin: When it comes to school, a lot of the teachers do not like the new content that they have to go to at workshops. They believe and support old fashioned practicality like in the past.


	Agenda Item: Discussion of Kentucky’s new accountability system, KDE Town Hall Meetings and feedback from NGSC members. Questions include: How does Kentucky define student and school success? What do you expect from our schools? What school characteristics are most important? How should we measure student and school success? How do we ensure all students and schools are successful? How should we celebrate school success?

Discussion/Action: Commissioner Pruitt and council members discussed the ongoing education Town Hall Meetings and the feedback being received on a new accountability system in Kentucky.

Grayson Ford: I feel that every student, no matter the capability, makes visible and measurable progress academically.

Kaeli Riggs: I think student success should be measure by what they do in class. So I believe the Portfolios really demonstrate that. 
Benjamin: I think that we should not rely so heavily on technology, and actually use our minds and not make our next generations be unable to know what to do without looking something up. What will happen if all the computers glitch out?
Wesley: I was thinking about there are several factors considered when they measure colleges. Happiness, student’s evaluation of the lessons/teachers, etc. Of course, there are always test scores and pass rates, but there’s probably a subjective part too. And perhaps there is a chance that this does translate to high schools as well.

Benjamin: I think school success should be applied similarly to how KEES money works.
Grayson: Every school should have a uniform grading scale to level the playing field for KEES money.
Grayson: We have to realize that we have a melting pot of students who learn differently and appealing to every style or at least attempting to would be a huge step, which kids appreciate. 
Amrit Avula: Student success should be represented more through greater understanding of content and multiple methods in solving different problems. 

Roop Patel: Would you agree that the purpose of the education system has shifted? When it all first originally started it was to transfer knowledge and prepare young people to participate in society but rather there has (should be) a shift toward civic, emotional, cognitive and vocational development because you can’t measure a person’s worth to society. We still impose some of the industrial aspects rather than the creative mindset of the 21 century.

Wesley: I think now that high school is more of a stepping stone for most people, education certainly has changed to evolve from preparation for society to, like Roop said, cognitive and vocational development. So in that sense, it’s interesting to see if schools would adapt (and hopefully they do) to recognize the voice of the students and help them and their needs.

Benjamin: I know in Texas, they made the school compete with others for the best grade average of students. And there was an incentive of sorts there.
Roop: A majority of individuals assume that the most successful people are those who are doctors, engineers or lawyers. This iconic mindset should not represent our generation because the most successful people are those who pursue their interests then those interests that are pushed on them.

Thomas Patrick: Competition does bring out the best in people and I do think when students have to compete against other students they will have just another reason to try harder.
Kaeli: We have an increasing amount of drop outs primarily due to stress and not knowing value of education. To find a solution to this will help success. (Lauren Williams agreed.)
Wesley: I know one of my teachers next year is planning on asking the students who are signed up how to structure the class, and using that feedback to shape the setup for the year. I guess that is a move away from apathy, but it’s certainly not possible for all classes. It is an AP class though, and requires extreme dedication from students.



	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought):  

	Next Meeting: Fall 2016
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