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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Next-Generation Student Council
LIAISON: Stephanie Siria

	MEETING DATE: Feb. 13, 2013
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Stephanie Siria


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Stephanie Siria 

Terry Holliday

Hunter Peay

Morgan Casto

Iman Ali

Vincent Cao

David Hormell

Sarah Howard

Guyron Spalding

Natalie Fahrbach

Tiffany Parham

Jake Walker



	Agenda Item:  2013 Operation Preparation
Discussion/Action: Members discussed Operation Preparation in the school districts this year. Morgan Casto said her biggest concern with Operation Preparation is it is not stressed enough and students, teachers and administrators just write it off as something else they have to do during the year and think the importance of it should be stressed a little bit more. One of our assignments last year was to go back and ask the students what they thought of it and their response to what it was supposed to be was completely different as to their response to what it actually was. They seemed really interested in the fact that everything we said that we hoped it would be as far as how it actually ended up they were like it’s just another thing we get out of class for. Morgan continued that since the beginning of it her understanding and vision of it has been positive and she has been really excited about it, talked to her friends about it and thinks it has the potential to be something great for students. She added that she just doesn’t think that schools, especially the counselors and the administrations, understand exactly what is supposed to be enough to make it what it needs to be. They don’t prepare enough ahead of time and wait until that week in March. For her, Morgan said no one actually told the students what it was going to be until we actually went to do it. There wasn’t a time when we were sat down and told this is what we are going to be doing, this is what you need to be prepared for and this is what you need to be thinking about. The group that she had selected to answer questions for the council’s meeting was very confused about it. They said they got some good information from it but at the same time it was teachers that they already had access to.  It wasn’t like an opportunity that they would have had otherwise. She had hoped that you would have been able to get occupations represented and it was just a bunch of counselors coming in to teach you how to use your ILP. Morgan also said she thinks it has the potential to be something more than that. When she told them what my understanding of what it was supposed to be, they thought it was a great idea. There just needs to be some really clear guidelines and maybe send out an agenda to whoever it is that is supposed to head this up and let them know exactly what it is they need to be doing at the beginning of the year so they can start planning for it. 

Iman Ali shared that while her school did not participate in Operation Preparation last year, but her FBLA chapter worked with her district’s junior high kids this year and brought in several people from our community. They came into the class room and talked about entrepreneurship, what is was and how it is different for each career. It really benefited the kids because in their project they had to start their own business and pitch it to a Shark Tank simulation which is like the TV show where you go in and pitch your business and try to get a buy in to start your business. The kids took their ILP a little more seriously after that because they knew what each career had to offer a little better. When you just read about it on paper you don’t get a true feel of what that occupation consists of but when you have someone come in and speak you get a much better understanding. Iman added she wanted to talk to her school administrators and find out what they need to do to be a part of Operation Preparation.
This then spawned a discussion of council members visiting other districts during March and observing their Operation Preparation activities.   The council decided to make this a project they would take on and report back at the April 17 meeting.
Key Questions/Concerns: 


	Agenda Item: Continue discussion on school safety from Jan. 23 meeting
Discussion/Action: This was a continuation of a discussion from Jan. 23 on school safety and what KDE could do to help districts improve on school safety. Vincent Cao said he thought KDE should implement a standardized method on safely drills that would include lessons on gun violence. He also said he didn’t think his school handled safety drills very well probably due to scheduling. 
Morgan added that teacher training could be a possible suggestion for improvement. If there were someone for KDE or a police department to build a standard to what a teacher has the right to do and what they need to do in a disaster like that. Maybe have a place in the district or region where teachers can be trained on what to do in an emergency. She said some teachers take it more seriously than others. A statewide training may be an eye-opener for some.

Hunter said the state should definitely have some role in improving school safety. For example, the state should mandate the schools to have lockdown procedure drill at least two times a month or as many times as the state deems appropriate. Some things should be left to the district such as appropriate. procedures. 

Key Questions/Concerns:  


	Agenda Item: Discussion of 2013 KDE legislative agenda
Discussion/Action: Dr. Holliday spoke on several key bills in the 2013 General Assembly including the Professional Growth and Effectiveness system, preschool funding, Career and Technical Education and the dropout age legislation. There was quite a bit of discussion about the dropout bill.
Vincent said he believed that the two year difference between the prior and new bill should mandate that the student at least be enrolled in a technical school after age 16 if they intend on dropping out of public school. David then asked if there will there be any safety net classes to help these kids along or will it depend upon the school.

Commissioner Holliday responded that putting the dropout bill and the Career Tech Education Bill together gives us many opportunities for students who do not fit in the traditional setting to take more technical and career studies. In raising the dropout age we have to have many alternative programs, dual credit programs, career/technical programs, etc. to help students be successful who may not be in a traditional setting. 

Hunter added he personally thinks that dropping out is a bad thing to do because education is important; however, even if a student doesn’t physically drop out they may mentally drop out.  When a student mentally drops out they often just sit in class and cause problems. They disrupt class and take away from the students who want to learn and that is not fair for those students. That is my biggest problem with raising the dropout age.  Also he added that when raising the dropout age is brought up, he thinks of a friend of mine who dropped out because his GPA was so low he decided it would be better just to drop out and get his GED. He was in my grade but was a few years older than me so he was able to do that. If he wasn’t older he wouldn’t have been able to drop out and get his GED and would have had to sit through the rest of high school and wasted his time. 

Dr. Holliday responded that for this student, it would make sense to have credit recovery programs and competency based programs rather than programs that require seat time. The GED is getting much harder and currently the military does not accept the GED in most cases and the life earning for a GED are about the same as a dropout. A high school diploma means more income in life and even more income if you have a 2 or 4 year degree.

Natalie spoke of a friend who got a GED and told she is looking for an alternative option for her future. She also attended one of the lower-performing schools in Jefferson County that has now increased two points in school improvement that Dr. Holliday has discussed. Dr. Holliday asked what the reasons her friend chose the GED option were. Was it boredom, lack of relevance, lack of credits, low GPA? She said it was the overall school environment along with some struggle in her family. She had the motivation but her environment became a distraction.

Then there was some discussion about reciprocal agreements between school districts. Dr. Holliday asked the group a few questions on this topic: 

· Would you support the choice to go to any school as long as parents provide the transportation with no cost to parents for tuition?

· Also, would you support a choice to attend private school using a voucher from state funds?

Some feedback from the students included:

· Yes, it would give students more options and increase their chances to succeed. It would really help to “level the playing field” for students who are disadvantaged. 

· Any option that gives students more choice in their education is great. Giving schools an incentive to be the best and get more students would drive our schools toward success and help all of us. 

· Those both are really viable options especially with the students being able to choose the school they go to. This problem seems to occur in my community where parents want to choose the school their kids go to but they can’t because of where they live and parents would take their kids to these kinds of schools since it would only mean transportation cost. Private school with vouchers is also an excellent idea. It gives children the opportunity to attend a school more suitable for them without added costs. 

· If we did allow students to go to any school they wanted then that would allow more opportunities for success. Students would be able to choose based on many different variables such as success rates, graduation rates and just being able to the school that would best fit their personality.

· Schools should be more competitive with one another but they would all have to continue to improve themselves.

· For the students that take ownership in their education they should have the opportunity to find a place where their needs are best met. 

Key Questions/Concerns: 


	Agenda Item: Open discussion
Discussion/Action: A topic brought up in open discussion was teaching more foreign languages and at an earlier point in a student’s education (elementary school) and how could KDE assist in this initiative.
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought):  
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