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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Next-Generation Student Council
LIAISON: Stephanie Siria
	MEETING DATE: February 25, 2016
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Stephanie Siria

	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Amrit Avula – Bowling Green High School, Bowling Green Ind.

Thomas Patrick – Magoffin County High School

Kaeli Riggs – Seneca High School, Jefferson Co.

Wesley Wei – Boyle County High School

Lauren Williams – Taylor County High School

Grayson Ford – Trigg County High School

Kenzy Moore – Russell High School, Russell Ind.

Deanie Pedigo – Barren County High School

Benjamin West – Central Hardin High School, Hardin Co.
Other Attendees:

Commissioner Stephen Pruitt, Kentucky Department of Education (KDE)

Stephanie Siria, KDE

	Agenda Item: Discussion on Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) with Commissioner Pruitt
Discussion/Action: Commissioner Pruitt and council members discussed the newly-passed ESSA federal legislation and what it means for a new accountability and assessment system for Kentucky schools, teachers and students. 
Student Comments

Wesley Wei: I think students should definitely have more voice in general, perhaps more than just in teacher evaluations. I just know that some students have the fear of being recognized by teachers (myself included) because some teachers are more intimidating than others and we don’t want to be “called out” for a teacher, especially one that has tenure.
(Re assessments) My AP US History class requires an end-of-course exam as well as the AP test, which seems counterproductive. I understand that some students may not try on the AP test, but double (and sometimes triple testing) doesn’t seem to be the best way to approach this. The AP test isn’t required but generally most people take it. Teachers at my school are also required to give a final exam, even after an AP test.
Deanie Pedigo: At my school, we don’t have to take the AP test because it is like 90 dollars but if we don’t then we have to take a past AP test for our final and it is 20 percent of our grade. So basically everyone takes it. If you take the AP test then you have no final.
Lauren Williams: Our school lets anyone that wants to take an AP test, but your GPA is only weighted if you take the class with the specific teacher.
Amrit Avula: At our school, we get three points added to our grade on an AP course at the end of a semester and it's two for Pre-AP.
Lauren: I wish there was a music pathway. Our school requires all students to take at least 4 courses in a pathway, and I feel like music would be a fit for several students.
Benjamin West: When it comes to opportunity, a lot of the students at my school don't really take up the opportunity and reach their full potential. They believe that they can take stuff for free a lot of times. That they are 'entitled' to it without working. And if people fail in a class, they can go and get the credits in Credit Recovery.
How Do You Define School Success?
Deanie: How well they do at preparing students of college or the work force after high school.
Wesley: When students are able to learn skills not taught by textbooks, which is rare.
Kaeli Riggs: I think how they impact their community.

Amrit: An atmosphere where students can learn most effectively whether it's hands-on, etc.
Wesley: Some classes (not a lot) have pushed me, which has resulted in finding my favorable method of learning as well as organization in general (accomplishing tasks on time).
Kaeli: I think the teaching pathway they provided really has helped me. I'm already getting to teach and find out what I want to teach.
How Do You Define a Successful Teacher?

Lauren: Our teachers have encouraged us to be who we are. I like that they've encouraged good grades, but also have showed us there is more to life ahead than just curriculum. More of life skills in our classes.
Benjamin: A successful teacher isn't always the nice buddy-buddy one. They have to be wise, intelligent, setting a good example and skilled in their field.
Grayson Ford: Patience, empathy.
Amrit: I like teachers that push me and always support me. Teachers with an open mind and awareness of the classroom atmosphere.
Wesley: Being available and straightforward with well-defined expectations in class (rather than telling pointless stories or going off on a tangent every so often).
Deanie: A successful teacher is someone who you can tell are passionate about the subject they teach and have had a lot of education in their field.
Kaeli: A successful teacher is one who doesn't teach their learning style, but yet gets to know their students and what they need to do to get them to learn the best.
Lauren: Teachers who work with students to help them learn in ways they understand best.
Thomas Patrick: I like teachers who really know if their class does or doesn't understand a certain topic that they are going over in class.
Kenzy Moore: I think it's important to be adaptable and willing to try to new techniques and methods.
Other Topics Discussed

· Upcoming Education Town Hall meetings tour (students will be sent the schedule of stops and are encouraged to attend one near them)

· Senate Bill 1

· 2016-2018 budget cuts to the Kentucky Department of Education and school districts

· KTRS funding
Key Questions/Concerns: 


	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought):  

	Next Meeting: April 19, 2016 via Microsoft LYNC
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