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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Next-Generation Student Council
LIAISON: Stephanie Siria

	MEETING DATE: Jan. 23, 2013
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Stephanie Siria


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Vincent Cao

David Hormell

Sarah Howard

Guyron Spalding
Hunter Peay

Jake Walker

Natalie Fahrbach

Tiffany Parham

Iman Ali

Morgan Casto
Susan Hopkins
Pat Trotter
Stephanie Siria
Terry Holliday


	Agenda Item:  Follow-up on K-PREP scores release in November 2012
Discussion/Action: Most students said that the test scores were released to them (and their parents) without much explanation other than “our school did well” or “our school did poorly.” Some districts’ students and teachers took the tests more seriously than others; most students felt that more incentives need to be offered to students for them to take the tests seriously. Also, communication to parents about both the testing in spring 2012 and test results in fall 2012 was mixed, and some students reported that his or her district was trying to have teachers prepare students better for spring 2013 testing. Council members also discussed K-PREP scores in relation to a teacher and/or principal’s evaluation. Some suggestions were: give principals a 2-5 year period to see if his or her school is improving and if they are, principals are given credit for that and if school continues to do poorly then action is taken; administrators have to give an action plan on how they’re going to encourage their teachers and students which increases an administrator’s awareness as well and this plan is published online that other schools can see, holds administrators accountable and encourages students; one student did say that principals and teachers can only motivate so much, and a lot of responsibility is on the students.
Key Questions/Concerns: 


	Agenda Item: Discussion with KHEAA/KHESLC
Discussion/Action: Several questions were asked of the students about their preparation for college while in high school. Students spoke of representatives coming to their schools to discuss the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) with positive feedback on information students learn about financial aid for college. Students also spoke of their biggest obstacles in going to college or transitioning from high school to college. This included: money, more personal involvement with teachers and learning how to study adequately for college-level courses while still in high school. Students also commented that dual credit programs are a great, affordable way to earn college credit and additional funding for districts for these programs and associated textbooks would be welcomed by students, perhaps creating a special textbook program for students enrolled in a dual credit program.   
Key Questions/Concerns:  


	Agenda Item: Competency-based learning
Discussion/Action: Students were asked a series of questions about competency-based learning and a recent report about KDE’s efforts. Several students commented that students should be allowed to earn credit toward graduation for things you learn in out-of-school programs, so as to open a new way for students to get credit for things they are learning in a new way. Classes that aren’t core are beneficial because it allows for students to make a decision about what they’re talented in and enjoy doing for down the road in college. One student commented that there’s so much you can’t learn in a classroom setting, but are learning in another setting, and not only do you look in a book and read it, but you go out in the community and see it in action. That better links it in your mind, you learn it and are overall more successful. Council members also discussed how students can know they’ve mastered knowledge. Students offered that in the case of dual credit, the college can properly assess; it’s not just memorization but also why it was important and asked why; and having classes that students can see "real life" applications from the very beginning would greatly help. Also having non-traditional assessments to measure mastery would benefit students who aren’t great at taking tests. For the students who are better at taking tests, multiple types of assessments could be created for multiple types of students (i.e.: teacher interviews of students, traditional tests, essay writing, demonstration of skill).
Key Questions/Concerns: 


	Agenda Item: School safety (see separate summary)
Discussion/Action: 
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought):  
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