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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Next-Generation Student Council
LIAISON: Stephanie Siria
	MEETING DATE: January 7, 2016
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Stephanie Siria

	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Amrit Avula – Bowling Green High School, Bowling Green Ind.

Thomas Patrick – Magoffin County High School

Kaeli Riggs – Seneca High School, Jefferson Co.

Wesley Wei – Boyle County High School

Lauren Williams – Taylor County High School

Grayson Ford – Trigg County High School

Kenzy Moore – Russell High School, Russell Ind.

Deanie Pedigo – Barren County High School

Emily Salamanca – Henry Clay High School, Fayette Co.

Benjamin West – Central Hardin High School, Hardin Co.
Other Attendees:

Commissioner Stephen Pruitt, Kentucky Department of Education (KDE)

Stephanie Siria, KDE
Ashley Lamb-Sinclair, 2016 Kentucky Teacher of the Year

	Agenda Item: Discussion of 2016 Kentucky General Assembly with Commissioner Pruitt and Ashley Lamb-Sinclair
Discussion/Action: Commissioner Pruitt, Ashley Lamb-Sinclair and council members discussed pre-filed education legislation related to topics including charter schools, teacher pensions and more.
Charter Schools

Student Comments

Emily Salamanca: I think that as long as all students are receiving similar and/or equal opportunities, it seems like a good idea to implement some charter schools. 
Wesley Wei: I believe that charter schools should go through a pilot program first in a more populated county, and if it works perhaps we can extend it to the other schools.
Benjamin West: I believe that in Hardin County we have a very similar system set up and in progress. A good idea may be to meld the two such as go to the school as a technical school and do your other classes at the main school. Eventually you can then transition to make all your classes at the charter so that people can start to be adapted and get used to the idea of a charter.
Thomas Patrick: I would like it to available to high school students because as it sounds charter schools mainly focus on one subject or two and as students focus more down on grades and what they are going to be when they grow older I think students should have the opportunity to focus more on the subject they are going to use in their future career. 
Student Questions
· Could you briefly tell us the advantages and disadvantages of charter schools?
· What is the difference between charter schools and the current system?

· What are the common drawbacks of charter schools?
· Are charter schools private schools?
· Are charter schools only at the elementary/middle school level? Are there high school charters?
· Do charter schools have to take state tests or meet state standards?
· Is there any debate about the possibility “brain drain” where some might flock to the charter schools?
· Would the student or family have to apply to attend a charter school? What would go into the application process? Would the application be publicly announced, or would it depend on individuals and their families to find them?

Other Topics Discussed

· Kentucky Teachers Retirement System funding
· Pre-filed legislation referenced here – Kentucky Teacher: Some new faces and old issues appear for the 2016 regular session
Key Questions/Concerns: 


	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought):  None

	Next Meeting: February 25, 2016 via Microsoft LYNC
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