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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Next-Generation Student Council
LIAISON: Stephanie Siria
	MEETING DATE: January 8, 2014


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Byron Cox – South Floyd High School (Floyd County)

Grayson Ford – Trigg County High School

Charlese Matthews – Western High School (Jefferson County)

Kenzy Moore – Russell High School (Russell Independent)

Emily Salamanca – Henry Clay High School (Fayette County)

Benjamin West – Central Hardin High School (Hardin County)

Zachary Creekmore – Whitley County High School

Karson Johnson – Marshall County High School

Deanie Pedigo – Barren County High School

Quincy Penn – Frankfort High School (Frankfort Independent)
Other Attendees:

Terry Holliday, Kentucky Department of Education (KDE)

Stephanie Siria, KDE
Marty Park, KDE
Tracy Goff Herman, KDE 

	Agenda Item: Follow-up from Oct. 29 meeting:

· Dual credit
· Students wish there were more options. There are many options through local universities, but fewer at the high schools.
· Several districts offer AP or dual credit but not both. Students wish all options were more available to them.
· Some teachers feel a good portion of our funds go to remediation courses, and they would like to see a little more of the funds spent on some of our advanced students.
· Population is a huge consideration. In some districts, it's very hard to have a large selection of dual credit classes just because there isn't a large demand for them and/or funding to support it. Some students couldn’t finish a course because there was a lack of students.
· Most students at my school like dual credit better than AP. At our school, dual credit seem to be a lot easier than AP classes; you don’t have to pass a rather difficult test to get credit for it and you have off days (basically a free period) to work on assignments or other homework for other classes. Some students worry whether all the classes will transfer to college of their choice but most colleges will accept the credit as long as it is. 
· Dual credit is excellent, it offers a choice for students who are not at a really high level class point since the really high level students should be taking AP. Dual credit is for the students on the borderline of being very good and good. It gives the students a taste of what college is like without stress being placed on one national exam. Schools must be very careful with what colleges they align themselves with because sometimes the teachers/colleges will accept anything, and the students don’t benefit from that. Students should be writing essays at the college level and have the same degree of difficulty when it comes to their classwork.
· Teacher evaluation and the Professional Growth and Effectiveness System
· Consistency of reviews (needs to be frequent) and feedback is a concern.

· How can we get students to care?
· Students will hold a grudge. I would like to think people can change, but knowing the students where I live, they won't listen and just answer either HOW THEY FEEL or HOW THE TEACHER TEACHES. I mean I will answer a teacher how I honestly think they teach, but a student who "thinks" they are trying and does badly in class will do what they can to get "revenge" against the teacher.
· It's beneficial in the fact that it helps ensure effective teaching, but, this year especially, it was just way too time consuming.

· Some of the newer teachers are nervous about this type of system because they worry they won’t be rated high enough after the first year or two of teaching. The older teachers aren’t really fazed by the new system because they know their many years of performance will say enough even if they don’t get a few good reports by students. I know a lot students don’t take it seriously. Most of them don’t read the questions and just click answers quickly to get it over with. It won’t affect them so ultimately they don’t care.
· Good system; the use of rubrics because it provides a common language and provides a set basis for all students across the state. It’s a system based on effectiveness, and it leads to better teachers which leads to better students. 
· Peer evaluation is really important and there’s never enough. It’s important to see how other teachers teach, learning what to do and what not to do. The classroom should be open to where if parents wanted to come in, they could come in. There is a tremendous amount of paperwork and that takes away from course preparation. The evaluation system is important because people that aren’t good teachers need to get out. You wouldn’t want someone to be your accountant if they weren’t good at accounting. 
· Career and technical education
· Improvements could be made with real-life situations.
· Students want more options and feel most classes seem pointless.
· One student is advocating for a four-year program of CTE at a school.
· Our school has career and technology school within walking distance and about a 1/3 of the kids take a class down there sometime in their high school career. We also have a whole wing at our school sectioned off for career-related classes like culinary, marketing, or parenting. When you graduate high school, administrators want you to be a career path completer by taking at 3 classes in a specific field. Many students don’t like this though and don’t accomplish this goal for a few reasons. First, it can be difficult if you take several AP classes to squeeze in 3 extra classes in four years. Second, guidance counselors don’t fully describe this process when you are underclassmen so as you became an upper classmen you have little time to get the classes in or you don’t become a completer. Last, for people like me if you have no idea what you want your career to be when you get older you can’t really experiment with a few different paths because you have little time to focus on one.  Having students complete a career path is a good idea but it has some negatives to it.
· CTE is essential in high schools. They should be pushed more on students, and students should have their core classes tailored to their technical need. Skills are essential, students aren’t going to be English majors, or biology majors, or any other subject area majors. You can have a brilliant person that really likes mechanics or carpentry, and we’ve put a social smear on vocations such as those.
· You have students in schools whose aspirations are outside of the college classroom. All of those professions are important to our country. We need people who cut hair, mechanics, carpenters, etc. Service oriented jobs are very crucial to this country. We shouldn’t think anything less of them, and we need to break the norm and tell them it’s okay to not go to college.
· Career pathways have some classes that could be and should be taught by math or subject area teachers, and those classes should be taught by the teacher with the higher certification. Other than that, these pathways are great in getting students certified for jobs out of high school and it looks good on an application. Kids that take career and tech classes should almost be held in a higher regard than students that take AP classes.
· Charter schools
· If there's equal access to students in charter schools, it would be great. I would agree with having charter schools used to improve counties that have lack of good education.
· Schools would improve student's performance by having a more flexible environment.
· The certification of charter school teachers would be a definite problem that legislation should address.

· Charter schools can be beneficial, but public schools shouldn’t suffer.
· Our school doesn’t have a lot of knowledge about charter schools considering we aren’t one and we don’t have any really close to us. However, we do have our magnet school within our high school, which is pretty close to it.  I am in our magnet school and I really like it along with some of my peers I have talked to. We get more incentives than just regular students which is nice and it will later look good on college applications and resume. Although, classes are more difficult for us we would basically have to take them anyway so it is nice to get rewarded for them. Our teachers and administrators are very proud of our magnet school because no schools in our area really offer this and it sets us apart.
· Bullying
· The new bullying helpline isn’t known to hardly any of the students I have asked. This is isn’t good so I talked to my SADD sponsor and for our January project we are going to go around to each classroom and explain the new system and how to use it to, that way it will be more effective in our school and hopefully bullying will be less of a problem.
· Member Benjamin West attended the December meeting of the Kentucky Youth Bullying Prevention Task Force and spoke on what the task force discussed.
· KDE’s Marty Park asked the council if KDE helped develop a web page for bullying resources (help resources, etc.), what would that look like and would students use it? The discussion is going to continue with the council at the next meeting
Discussion/Action: Feedback was collected by council members on the topics above from teachers, principals, school staff and/or fellow students.
Key Questions/Concerns: The discussion about bullying will be continued at the next council meeting.


	Agenda Item: Discussion on KDE Legislative Agenda for 2015 Session with Tracy Goff Herman, KDE
Discussion/Action: Tracy reviewed the elementary and secondary education legislation filed to date for the 2015 General Assembly. This summary will be shared with the council for their review and any questions or comments to be shared at the next meeting.
Key Questions/Concerns:  


	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought):  

	Next Meeting: February 11, 2015 via Microsoft LYNC
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