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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Writing Program Advisory Committee
LIAISON: Kelly Clark, ONGL

	MEETING DATE:  June 16, 2015
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: 
Kelly Clark, ONGL

	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Jean Wolph
Kelly Clark

Natalie Croney

Emilee Morgan

Kimberly Barrett
Michele McCloughan


	Welcome to new members, Michele and Kimberly and Introductions

Agenda Item: Writing Program, Summer Academies, University Writing Projects Updates
Discussion/Action: 

Jean Wolph reviewed the KWP and Academy workshops 
Key Questions/Concerns: 
· Due to attendance issues over the last several years in some areas and in response to the advice of this advisory group, changes in how institutes and professional learning were offered had yielded positive results in attendance and meeting targeted needs. KWP had more applications than it could fund
· KWP began the Rural Schools Professional Development Institutes (RSPDI)
· Used a grant process (utilizing Outreach funds)to determine who wanted and needed writing support
· Results were 15 Institutes that delivered high quality writing professional learning at the schools and locations that requested help (different model than in the past where Institutes were held in one location and teachers had to commute for 4-5 day sessions.)
· Institutes were shorter and piloted NWP “mini units” (ELEM-HS) that are compatible with LDC work across state but offered a less daunting entry into content area writing.
· Research at sites initially shows when implemented in schools, schools see increase in formative assessment skills and on-demand scores, also noted increased writing stamina and student engagement.
· Other KWP professional learning sessions also changed in format to meet time constraints of teachers involved

· Several Twilight mini-conferences (4pm-7pm) include light supper rather than instructional days or weekends
· Two week online hybrid version of traditional KWP, 4 this year.
· Morehead KWP piloting an online Institute and offered one traditional and the new online format this year.
· One issue of motivation and attendance is lack of professional certificate at the state level. There is a Reading endorsement and nothing comparable for Writing. Writing programs like KWP are not part of Masters programs or Rank I. Teachers who are positively geared toward writing attend KWP but there is not a need or requirement for those who may not be comfortable with writing and no professional attainment for doing so.
Key Questions/Concerns: : 
The need to increase the Outreach budget to increase the RSPDI – Jean would like to double the number of participants next year.
Kelly checked on possibilities to increase the WPAC budget this year- too late to in process. Has put in request to increase budget for next year to $410,000 total. This allows for double Outreach and minimal ($500) increase in 8 site budgets.
Need to set up a meeting with EPSB to discuss this inequity with Reading and Writing.
Kelly will speak to ONGL leadership and Jean to arrange a meeting with EPSB – aligning this issue with others at the department.


	

	Agenda Item: KDE Updates events 
Discussion/Action:  
Kelly shared results of pilot and plans for program review Audits, new Arts and Humanities standards, draft Social Studies standards, Global Competency –World Language Program review and SS and Science Networks.
· KDE constantly gets calls for “on demand” writing training.

· The audits have uncovered several common issues that schools could be training to address. 
· Agreed alignment with current programs and communication getting clearer.

Key Questions/Concerns: : 

Want to combine KWP and KDE resources for learning modules to address need more systemically.
Kelly will work with Literacy Consultants and Jean to co-create training materials for balanced literacy that both organizations can use.


	

	Agenda Item: Review of annual budget proposal
Discussion/Action: Approval of budget presented (attached)
All members present voted to approve
Key Questions/Concerns: 
Kelly will request an increase in next year’s budget to meet needs of KWP in state.


	

	Agenda Item: Set next meeting date, new members to be chosen
Discussion/Action:
All members felt third week of summer was good choice, advance notice will help ensure all members of WPAC attend.
Key Questions/Concerns: 
Set next meeting date and sent invite: June 24, 2016
Kelly will find rotate off old members whose term expires (Rhonda LeMorton and Jennifer Fowler) and nominate new members before next meeting.
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	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought): 
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