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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION (KDE)
ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: State Advisory Council for Community Education (CE)
LIAISON: Joan Howard
	MEETING DATE: June 12, 2014
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Donna Melton for Secretary Gina Johnson

	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT: Cindy Banks, Stephanie Caldwell, Crissy Carter, 
Carolyn Hudman, Jill Settles, Dr. Scott Sutherland-Chair

	Agenda Item: Welcome and Introductions
Discussion/Action: All Council members introduced themselves.
Key Questions/Concerns: 

	

	Agenda Item: Update on Community Education 
Discussion/Action: Joan Howard, KDE CE Program Consultant, introduced the KDE staff attending.  The Council meeting followed the CE Director’s Training; therefore, 22 of the CE Directors stayed for this meeting.  They introduced themselves and gave the members the school districts they represent. 

Joan Howard updated the Council on the June 11 & 12 directors’ training. 

Key Questions/Concerns: 

	

	Agenda Item: Budget
Discussion/Action:  Joan Howard updated the members on Legislative action which included the continued funding of community education. The Community Education budget is the same at $1,936,400 funding programs in 95 districts ($20,000 per grantee) with $36,400 for training.  She relayed that there is no Federal Service Learning money at this point and has not been in the past three years; however, many districts are still doing Service Learning projects with other funds.
Scott Sutherland, Advisory Council Chairman, added that the “Books for Brains” program did not make it out of Legislative Committee and was not approved.  He had been working for this program as well.
Key Questions/Concerns: How to get the Governor’s Office and the legislators to support Community Education funding and perhaps additional funding? (Sutherland) 

	Agenda Item:  Regional Reports
Discussion/Action: Each region has an elected Regional Rep from the group of CE Directors in that region.  The Regional Rep (if present) or a designee from each region gave a brief overview of some of their projects.
Region 1 – Decided at its December meeting to hold regional meetings at least twice a year.
Region 2 – Asked that a poll be taken on how many community education coordinators have their salaries supplemented and/or have other job responsibilities.
Region 3 – Discussed extension programs including a robotics program. Region representatives also assisted with Operation Preparation.
Region 4 – Asked for ways to leverage the small amount of funding with the 240,000 students the districts in this region serve.
Region 5 – Information items included the literacy packet program that sends a book home with each newborn, high school mentoring programs and senior mock interviews that are conducted at high schools.
Region 6 – Discussion centered around Operation Preparation and the inclusion of fourth-grade students by Skype.
Region 7 – Mentioned the importance of educating the community that school success is critical to community success. With 75% of tax payers not having a student in their household, a strong communications effort is required.
Region 8 – The Owsley County community education director discussed a creative literature program and sang a promotional song created for the county.
Regions 9 – A First Book Reading Program, a blue jean drive, a swim class for underprivileged kids, and a track event to combat childhood obesity are a few projects that have been established in several counties.
Region 10 – Community Ed Directors continue a partnership with Colleges and Community Colleges in the area so that 8th grade students can participate in Career Day on college campuses. 

Key Questions/Concerns: 

	

	Agenda Item: Kentucky Community Education Association Report
Discussion/Action: Kathy Hogg, president-elect of the Kentucky Community Education Association (KCEA), discussed the Legislative Luncheon that was held March 4 and sponsored by the Kentucky Community Education Association.  CE Directors who attended were given talking points. It was estimated that more than 40 legislators attended the luncheon.  Considering the bad weather, that was a good number. 
Key Questions/Concerns: 

If a legislator asks if the community education program gets the grant money or it goes to the district, how will we respond? (Dr. Sutherland)
     The grants go through the school board as the fiscal agent but the money goes to community education for the director’s salary.  (Jill Settles)

Is there one amount we should be saying? One message? What would that number be? (Dr. Sutherland)

     At this point we have asked for the same $1,936,400; not to be decreased.  The grants are $20,000 plus a $5000 local match all for salary and fringe to hire a CE Director.  The 1.9 million is enough money for one director in 95 counties.  There are 25 counties that do not have a Community Ed grant; nor have the directors ever received a raise.  The $36,400 is for training.  (Joan Howard)
Another important fact is that we need to remain a line-item in the budget. (Jill Settles)

Regional representatives for Community Education contact their legislators and encourage other directors to contact their legislators as well. Advisory Committee members were invited to attend the next KCEA Legislative Luncheon. (Kathy Hogg)

	

	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought): 
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