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Results show progress; work to be done

This week, we released the Unbridled Learning assessment and accountability results from
the 2012-13 school year. We have some really positive news. Our cohort graduation rate is
86.1 percent which places us among the top states. Our college- and career-ready rate is 54
percent which is 20 percent higher than our 2010 baseline. It is clear that Kentucky
educators are helping more students reach success.

While we have made tremendous progress the last few years, but we have much work to do.
| am concerned that students are not making sufficient progress on assessments in grades
3-10 on states tests. These tests measure progress of students toward the goal of college-
and career-readiness. Our performance on language arts and math improved, however, the
improvement will need to accelerate if we are to maintain and continue to improve our
graduation rates and the rate of graduates who achieve college- and career-ready status.

Over the coming months, we will be providing schools and districts with best practices on
raising proficiency and closing achievement gaps for all groups of students. It is essential
that every classroom, every school and every district in Kentucky have in place a system of
interventions to help students when they are struggling academically.

I am very proud of the work of educators in Kentucky. Kentucky has been featured in
numerous national publications for our work in college- and career-ready standards,
assessments and accountability. | have full confidence that our students, teachers,
administrators and parents will continue to push for more student success.

To find out more about your local schools' performance take a look at our easy-to-read online
School Report Cards.

Terry Holliday, Ph.D.
Education Commissioner
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