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Senate: 

SB 24 (J. Higdon) changes the eligibility “cut-off” date from October 1 to August 1 as it relates to the requirement that a child must enter school at age six or may enter school at age 5. (The thing that changed was the “cut-off date, beginning in 2017; the ages are the same as they have always been.)  It requires each local board of education to adopt an appeal process for a parent or guardian who wants a student to enter school and doesn’t meet the entrance age requirement.  The new eligibility “cut-off” date change begins with the 2017-18 school year.  However, the board appeal process policy requirement beings as of the effective date of this bill (July 2012).

SB 38 (J. Westwood) requires the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) to issue core content standards for career and technical education, assess student progress, and develop new courses relevant to college and career readiness.  

SB 43 (D. Parrett) requires the Kentucky Board of Education (KBE) to promulgate administrative regulations for an alternative high school diploma for students with disabilities completing a modified curriculum and an individualized course of study.

SB 95 (M. Wilson) encourages the establishment of summer learning camps for students who are identified for Title I services that meet certain minimum requirements and that include innovative instruction in the core academic areas and enrichment activities.  The bill requires that if there are no summer learning camps in the district, funds will be used for closing the achievement gap.  Local districts will be required to submit a summary annual report for each summer learning camp to KDE.  KDE must develop a reporting form and provide a statewide report citing best practices and success stories.  KDE will also provide disaggregated state academic assessment data for participants.

The bill also directs the Legislative Research Commission (LRC) to establish a legislative task force to develop a strategy to provide computing devices for fifth and sixth grade students.  The task force must report findings to the Interim Joint Committee (IJC) on Education no later than December 1, 2012.

SB 110 (K. Stine) provides limited civil immunity to school districts and personnel who make school property available for recreational or non-school use by members of the community during non-school hours.  The bill permits a local board of education to authorize the public use of school property pursuant to board policies.

SB 131 (D. Givens) allows the comprehensive universities to offer a combined maximum of 18 advanced practice doctoral programs with the approval of the Council on Postsecondary Education.   

SB 157 (J. Bowen) requires the Commonwealth Office of Technology (COT) to develop and maintain an administrative regulation drafting a template system that will be available for mandatory use by state agencies by January 1, 2013.  The bill specifies that the administrative regulations compiler cannot accept for filing administrative regulations that do not conform to specified provisions, rather than to all of KRS Chapter 13A.

House:

HB 37 (C. Rollins II) defines "district of innovation" and authorizes the KBE to approve districts of innovation, with no limit on the number of districts eligible to participate; however, it does limit the initial approval and subsequent renewals to five-year periods.  KBE must promulgate administrative regulations to prescribe the conditions and procedures to be used by a local board of education to be approved as a district of innovation.  It requires 70% of eligible employees in a school to vote in favor of becoming a school of innovation before the school is eligible to be a participant. 

HB 69 (L. Belcher) defines "aphasia," "dyscalculia," dyslexia," "phonemic awareness," and "scientifically-based research".  The bill requires KBE to promulgate administrative regulations for district-wide reporting on the use of K-3 Response-to-Intervention implementation in reading by August 1, 2013, in mathematics by August 1, 2014, and behavior by August 1, 2015.  KDE must provide technical assistance, training, and a Web-based resource to assist all local school districts in the implementation of the system and instructional tools based on scientifically-based research.  KDE must report to the IJC on Education on implementation by November 30, 2013, and annually thereafter. 

HB 168 (J. Jenkins) prohibits a superintendent from assigning a teacher or classified person to an alternative program as part of any disciplinary action or as part of a corrective action plan. 

HB 255 (R. Adkins) provides a sales tax refund for the purchase of building materials to repair or replace a building damaged or destroyed during a disaster.  The bill also requires the commissioner of education to waive up to 10 instructional days for a school district located in a county in which a disaster has been declared.  The law will allow a school district located in a county in which a disaster has been declared to substitute attendance data for school year 2010-2011 for attendance data for school year 2011-2012 for the purpose of calculating Support Education Excellence in Kentucky (SEEK) funds.  It requires that certified and classified personnel of a school district located in a county in which a disaster has been declared to make up any student instructional days waived by participating in instructional activities or professional development or by being assigned additional work responsibilities.  The bill applies retroactively to the disaster occurring on February 29, 2012 to March 3, 2012.  The bill is effective immediately.

HB 265 (R. Rand) provides financing and conditions for the operations, maintenance, support, and functioning of the government of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and its various officers, cabinets, departments, boards, commissions, institutions, subdivisions, agencies, and other state-supported activities. 

HB 278 (C. Rollins II) transfers the Governor's Scholars Program from the Office of the Governor to the Education and Workforce Development Cabinet.

HB 281 (J. Jenkins) requires coaches to complete training on recognizing and treating concussions and head injuries.  It identifies actions required before an athlete with a suspected concussion or head injury may return to play and who can conduct an evaluation to determine if a concussion has occurred. 

HB 300 (M. Cherry) requires changes to the Kentucky Retirement Systems (KRS), the Judicial Retirement System and the Kentucky Teachers’ Retirement System (KTRS).  The changes to KTRS include:  requires the KTRS board of trustees be subject to the executive branch code of ethics; placement agents who are involved with KRS and KTRS investments to register as lobbyists and to define placement agents and unregulated placement agents; and no assets of KTRS can be used to pay unregulated placement agents.  The bill establishes term limits and provides that terms served prior to July 1, 2012 shall be used to determine if an elective trustee of the KTRS has exceeded term limits.  The bill requires KTRS to make system expenditures and employee salaries available on a website.  Also, it requires that the KTRS audit shall be completed by the Auditor of Public Accounts at least once every five years and requires the system to pay all costs of the audit.  The bill is effective immediately.

HB 308 (C. Rollins II) abolishes the Kentucky Board for Proprietary Education and creates the Kentucky Commission on Proprietary Education.  It establishes commission membership and prescribes duties.  The commissioner of education is to be a member of the commission.  The bill authorizes the commission to promulgate administrative regulations in cooperation with the KBE and the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE).  

HB 362 (R. Smart) establishes the Asset Resolution Corporation and directs the board of directors of the Kentucky Higher Education Student Loan Corporation (KHESLC) to serve as the corporation's board and attach the corporation to KHESLC for administrative purposes.

HB 366 (W. Stone) allows a superintendent's spouse who has at least 8 years of service in school systems to be an employee in the district in which the superintendent is employed.  The applicant is allowed to be employed only upon the recommendation of the principal and approval by majority vote of the school council.

HB 402 (M. Cherry) allows the Executive Branch Ethics Commission to share evidence with the Personnel Board or the Auditor of Public Accounts that may be used by those agencies for investigative purposes.  It also includes the Executive Branch Ethics Commission as an agency to which an employee can report actual or suspected violations of any law or any information related to actual or suspected mismanagement, waste, fraud, abuse of authority, or danger to public health or safety.  

HB 495 (L. Clark) authorizes the Secretary of the Education and Workforce Development Cabinet to obtain funding through commercially reasonable means to pay interest on federal unemployment loans and to pledge proceeds from a surcharge on contributing employers as security.  The bill requires the Governor to make application, if eligible, for a cap on federal unemployment tax credit reductions.  Also, the bill requires interest on federal unemployment loans be paid from the unemployment compensation administration fund and to assess a surcharge on contributing employers if there are insufficient funds to pay interest.  It establishes an annual surcharge, beginning on January 1, 2014, on contributing employers if there are insufficient funds to pay interest and costs relating to federal unemployment loans and requires that surcharge proceeds be deposited in the interest payment fund.  The bill also requires an annual adjustment of surcharge, beginning in January 2015, based on increase in the taxable wage base.  The bill also requires that the Secretary report on July 1, 2012, and quarterly thereafter, on the status of the financing provision, unemployment trust fund, and efforts to obtain a federal tax reduction cap.  The bill is effective immediately.

HB 550 (G. Stumbo) implements a pilot project for healthy nutrition that addresses needy population areas and provides for statewide expansion.

Resolutions:

HCR 29 (D. Graham) encourages public institutions to promote and encourage outdoor activities as a part of childhood development and activities that develop balanced learning. 

HCR 53 (R. Meeks) directs the IJC on Local Government during the 2012 interim to study special districts' fiscal, administrative, and ethical issues in light of recent audits conducted by the Auditor of Public Accounts of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

HCR 129 (J. Tilley) establishes a task force to study the Unified Juvenile Code.  It establishes membership of the task force and lists study issues, including:  status offenders, the use of community resources, alternatives to detention, reinvestment of savings to create community- based treatment programs, feasibility of establishing an age of criminal responsibility, issues related to domestic violence and its impact on children exposed to domestic violence, issues related to special needs children, and use of validated risk and needs assessments.  The task force must submit a report to the LRC by November 1, 2012. 

HCR 155 (R. Damron) directs the LRC to establish a task force to study interscholastic athletics at the middle school level.  The bill requires findings and recommendations to be reported to the IJC on Education and the IJC on Health and Welfare by December 7, 2012.

HCR 162 (M. Cherry) establishes the Kentucky Public Pensions Task Force to study issues regarding Kentucky's state-administered pension funds and to develop consensus recommendations concerning the benefits, investments, and funding of those funds.  A report must be submitted to the LRC by December 7, 2012.


















NOTE:  The Attorney General has opined (OAG 12-006) that legislation passed during the 2012 Regular Session of the General Assembly, except for general appropriation measures and those containing emergency or delayed effective date provisions, will become effective on July 12, 2012.
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