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Mr. Chairman, thank you for this opportunity to address the committee. The sun is shining bright on Kentucky Education. Since the passage of the Kentucky Education Reform Act in 1990, Kentucky educators and students have made tremendous progress. With the passage of Senate Bill 1 in 2009, the eyes of the nation have certainly been on Kentucky education. The progress in education outcomes is undeniable. Graduation rates are higher. College and career readiness rates are higher. Student performances on national assessments are among the top 20 states in some cases and even a few in the top 10. Many national reports rate Kentucky as being one of a handful of states that have made significant progress in student outcomes and education policy reform.

While the sun is shining bright on Kentucky education, there are storm clouds gathering. Significant budget cuts to education since 2008 have made the job of educators in Kentucky extremely difficult. Educators tell me that they have done all they can do to do “more with less.” Today we are presenting information on what may be the final straw that breaks the back of educators in Kentucky. Federal sequestration when coupled with state budget cuts and dwindling local resources, will have a negative impact on the morale of educators and the quality of education in Kentucky. Kentucky students and educators will suffer. Student outcomes will suffer. Our economy will be impacted in a negative fashion due to the cuts to education.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As this committee begins deliberation for the next biennial budget, I hope that you will listen to local teachers, principals, superintendents, parents, and students. I know that each one of these groups can give you practical examples of how state and federal budget cuts have impacted teaching and learning. Thank you for listening and thank you for your continued support of education. I will now turn over the presentation to Associate Commissioner Hiren Desai and Director Charlie Harman to provide the details of the federal sequestration.

