UNBRIDLED LEARNING: COLLEGE/CAREER READINESS FOR ALL
EXPLANATION OF PROFICIENCY CUT SCORES
NORMATIVE AND CRITERION MODELS
Year 1 – 2011-12 (Next-Generation Learners)
A normative model is used to launch the new accountability system, with the performance of schools by level and districts rank-ordered. This comparison of schools and districts defined Proficient as an Overall Score associated with the 70th percentile. In Year 1, this means that 31% of schools and districts are at and above Proficient and 69% of schools and districts are in the Needs Improvement classification. Now, Overall Scores are associated with the classifications of Distinguished, Proficient and Needs Improvement.

A normative model compares the performance of schools and districts to other schools and districts. Normative models use percentiles, and those percentiles have cut points for specific performance classifications.
Year 2 – 2012-13 (Next-Generation Learners)
A criterion model begins focusing on the Overall Score. The Percentile Rank in Kentucky in Year 1 enabled an Overall Score to become the criterion or standard for Proficient. In Year 2, achieving a specific Overall Score, not the 70th percentile rank, determines whether a school or district is Proficient. Regardless of percentile rank, all schools that reach the Overall Score for Proficient are labeled Proficient. In theory, with the criterion model, 100% of schools can be Proficient or higher.

A criterion model compares the performance of schools and districts to a standard; in this case, the standard is a specific Overall Score.

The Overall Score on the Next-Generation Learners component needed for each level of school and district for the summer of 2013 reporting is shown below.
OVERALL SCORE NEEDED IN 2013 TO REACH 
CLASSIFICATION LEVELS AND REWARD LABEL
Proficient
Distinguished

Distinction
Elementary

62.5

69.0


72.5
Middle


58.7

64.7


68.2
High


58.0

64.4


67.7
District


58.4

63.3


65.2
EXAMPLES:

· In 2012, Elementary School A has an Overall Score of 60.0. This school needs to move to an Overall Score of 62.5 in 2013 to be Proficient – a 2.5-point gain.
· In 2012, Middle School B has an Overall Score of 50.0. This school needs to move to an Overall Score of 58.7 in 2013 to be Proficient – an 8.7-point gain.
· In 2012, High School C has an Overall Score of 54. This schools needs to move to an Overall Score of 58.0 to be Proficient – a 4-point gain. 
· In 2012, District D has an Overall Score of 57. This district needs to move to an Overall Score of 58.4 in 2013 to be Proficient – a 1.4-point gain.
Year 3 – 2013-14 (Next-Generation Learners and Program Reviews)
After school and district classifications are reported in summer 2013, the Next-Generation Learners and the Program Review (Instructional Programs and Support) components will be combined for a new Overall Score. Then, cut scores for Proficient will be set. Schools and districts will have a criterion-based target of an Overall Score for moving forward in the 2013-14 academic year.
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