MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 4/2/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

-  Spreadsheet on State Budget for P-12 Education (Attachment)
-  School District’s Fiscal Year 2012 Financial Audit Contract
-  KSB Summer Enrichment Programs
 -  KDE Customer Service Communications Survey
       -  Kids’ Chance of Kentucky scholarships (Attachments)

       -  Middle School Photography Contest for Earth Day 2012

       -  Aspire Local High School Impact Initiative

       -  KSBA’s 6th Annual Federal & State Law Update: Impact on Your School District Conference May 10 & 11, 2012 (Marriott Griffin Gate Resort, Lexington)

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

Spreadsheet on State Budget for P-12 Education (Attachment)

As promised in last week’s Fast Five on Friday, I have attached a spreadsheet that shows you for FY 2013 and 2014, the budget that KDE requested, what the Governor’s budget contained, the contents of the House’s recommended budget, the contents of the Senate’s recommended budget and the conference version that was passed and sent to the Governor.  The veto period is now in effect for the Governor’s consideration and then the General Assembly will reconvene on April 12 to see if that body desires to take action to override any vetoes.

If you have questions on the budget, contact Hiren Desai at (502) 564-1976 or via e-mail at hiren.desai@education.ky.gov .

School District’s Fiscal Year 2012 Financial Audit Contract

The State Committee for School District Audits (SCSDA) has approved the fiscal year 2011-2012 Audit Contract located at the following KDE web page link: http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/administrative+resources/finance+and+funding/school+finance/financial+information/financial+audits/financial+audit+contracts+information.htm . Although the majority of the audit contract and supporting information remain the same, there have been some changes that are noted in red type. In addition, the following items have been highlighted for your convenience.

Two original signed FY 2011-2012 Audit Contracts, the auditor’s most recent peer review report and any letter of comment, and Audit Acceptance Statements are due to the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) by close of business on May, 28, 2012. 

On-behalf payments should be coded accurately in the MUNIS accounting system so they are properly displayed in the audit report and fully disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. The on-behalf payment amounts need to be included in the initial unaudited Annual Financial Report (AFR) that is due to KDE by July 25, 2012 in accordance with KRS 157.060 and the final audited AFR that is due to KDE by November 15, 2012.  The following KDE web page link may be used by districts to record on-behalf payments. http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/administrative+resources/finance+and+funding/school+finance/financial+information/on+behalf+payments.htm 

3.     The final audited Annual Financial Report and Balance Sheet shall be submitted to KDE upon completion of the audit. It is important that audit work be scheduled as efficiently as possible so that timely submission is made of all reports to KDE.  It is also required that the audited Annual Financial Report and Balance Sheet be in agreement with the audit report.

Audit reports are due to KDE by close of business on November 15, 2012. If the audit cannot be completed by the deadline, the auditor shall submit an Audit Extension Request form, fully completed by both the auditor and the district, to KDE by October 1, 2012. The form is provided in Appendix III. 

4.     The School District shall submit the Statement of Certification to KDE by November 15, 2012 in order to ensure all audit adjustments have been entered into MUNIS and an audited Annual Financial Report and Balance Sheet are in agreement with the audit report that will be submitted to KDE. The Statement of Certification has been moved to the last page of the audit contract package.

5.     The following reminders are included in the contract to assist the auditor:  

·        In the Independent Auditor’s Contract, Section V. A. SUPPLEMENTAL AGREEMENTS, the scope of the audit may be increased or decreased by written supplemental agreement of the BOARD and ACCOUNTANT if the reasons for the increase or decrease have first been reported in writing by the ACCOUNTANT to COMMITTEE. The audit fee may be adjusted for the increase or decrease in the scope of the audit in accordance with Section IV.C. COMPENSATION.

·         The auditor must comply with the fund balance reporting requirements of GASB 54.  

·        If the contracted CPA firm changes names or merges with another firm, it is the firm’s responsibility to inform the local board of the name change and to inform the SCSDA through KDE.

·        Auditors shall provide their most recent peer review report and any letter of comment to the local board and a copy of these documents shall be submitted to KDE with each audit contract. Audit contracts submitted without the required peer review report and letter of comment, if any, will not be approved by SCSDA.

·        KDE has contracted with the Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) to perform detailed A-133 desk reviews of the school district audit reports. Auditors shall correct unacceptable or technically deficient audit reports within thirty (30) days of being notified by KDE.

·        If an audit report needs to be reissued and resubmitted, for whatever reason, it shall be reissued in accordance with current auditing standards. The entire audit report shall be resubmitted to the local board, KDE and all other parties to whom the original audit report was submitted. Individual audit report pages will not be accepted.

·        No school activity fund or individual activity account shall end or begin the fiscal year with a deficit balance.

·        Donated Commodities shall be included in the proprietary fund financial statements and it is strongly encouraged that they be stated as a separate line item. Donated Commodities shall be stated separately as part of the nutrition cluster on the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA) and fully disclosed in the Notes to the SEFA. Donated Commodities shall also be reported in the audited AFR.

If you have questions regarding the contract, please contact Ken Smith, at 502-564-4403, extension 4442 or via e-mail at Ken.Smith@education.ky.gov.


KSB Summer Enrichment Programs

The Kentucky School for the Blind (KSB) is excited to offer two Summer Enrichment Programs and the Summer Work Program to students who are visually impaired or blind throughout Kentucky from Sunday, June 17 through Wednesday, June 27.  

The programs will be open to students currently enrolled in grades K-11 (graduating seniors excluded). Openings will be filled on a first-come basis. First priority will be given to non-KSB students. 

To apply for the program, go to the KSB website at www.ksb.kyschools.us under “summer programs” for an application. A copy of the student’s current IEP and most recent eye report must accompany the application (does not apply to full-time enrolled KSB students). Applications submitted without an IEP or eye report will be considered incomplete.  

The application deadline is May 1. The summer programs will be implemented on the KSB campus. Transportation is not provided to and from home by KSB, but will be provided for all field trips and activities. The programs, including room accommodations and meals, are provided without cost. However, a non-refundable activity fee of $40 is required.  

For more information, contact John Roberts at (502) 897-1583, ext. 240 or e-mail john.roberts@ksb.kyschools.us.


KDE Customer Service Communications Survey 
KDE staff will be providing a link to its annual customer service survey for you to provide feedback on our communications efforts. You will see the following statement in KDE e-mails and written responses and we invite you to give us your opinion in order that we can collect data related to our responsiveness and adjust our work accordingly:  

The Kentucky Department of Education wants your input on the agency’s customer service efforts. Please take a moment to complete an online survey, which may be accessed here. All responses will remain anonymous.

The survey will run through April 30. All responses will remain anonymous. Thanks for your help on this matter.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

Kids’ Chance of Kentucky scholarships (Attachments)

Kids’ Chance of Kentucky was created in October 2003 by a group of workers’ compensation professionals whose purpose is to provide educational scholarships to the children of Kentucky workers who have been seriously, catastrophically or fatally injured in a work-related accident. 

The scholarships are significant ($3,000 per year) and renewable. The application deadline is April 15.

See the attached brochure and application for more details. Additional information is available at www.kidschanceky.org.

Middle School Photography Contest for Earth Day 2012

The deadline for the Kentucky Energy and Environment Cabinet’s (EEC) second-annual “Capture the Earth” middle school digital photography contest is fast approaching. The contest is open to all Kentucky students in grades 6-8.

This year’s competition centers on the state’s 2012 Earth Day theme of “Celebrating Kentucky’s Forests,” in recognition of the 100th anniversary of the Kentucky Division of Forestry.

Students should include a brief paragraph explaining the photo and how it represents Kentucky’s Earth Day theme of “Celebrating Kentucky’s Forests.” Judges will look for originality, creativity and photo composition. 

EEC will accept entries until 4:30 p.m. ET on April 9. The winner will receive two nights’ lodging at any Kentucky State Resort Park with his or her family. Middle school students may e-mail one photograph as an attachment to Kidsphotocontest@ky.gov. Official contest rules are available at http://eec.ky.gov/Pages/earthday.aspx. 

For more information, call Ricki Gardenhire at (502) 564-5525 or e-mail Ricki.gardenhire@ky.gov.

Aspire Local High School Impact Initiative

The 2012 AT&T Aspire Local High School Impact Initiative is accepting proposals from currently operating high school retention programs consisting of elements aligned to the What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) Dropout Prevention Practice Guide. AT&T is looking to support organizations that are delivering results that reduce the dropout rate in their communities and are ready to expand their services or strengthen successful programs.

Under the initiative, payments ranging from $100,000 to $300,000 for 24 months are available for local programs that emphasize:

providing service to high school students at risk of dropping out of school supporting ninth graders or students in transition from 8th to 9th grade intervening quickly with targeted services to help these students reengage increasing students’ chances of earning a high school diploma preparing students for college and/or a career providing substantial data to demonstrate positive outcomes 

The RFP deadline is April 27. Visit http://www.att.com/gen/press-room?pid=22593 for more information.

KSBA’s 6th Annual Federal & State Law Update: Impact on Your School District Conference – May 10 & 11, 2012 (Marriott Griffin Gate Resort, Lexington)

Mark your calendars for KSBA’s upcoming Annual Federal & State Law Update: Impact on Your School District Conference.  Experienced school law attorneys have a wealth of crucial information to share with you about changes in Federal and state law that must be implemented in your school district next school year.

KSBA’s Policy Service will also present a look at the policy and procedure changes recommended for your district based on legal developments that have occurred during the past year.

This is your opportunity to get the information you need to appropriately implement legal and policy changes within your district for next school year.  In order to address liability concerns from situations around the country, other topics to be presented include: volunteer issues; financial pitfalls; child abuse reporting, and a restraint/seclusion update.

Don’t miss this timely opportunity to hear from experienced school law attorneys, school district policy consultants, KSBA’s legislative team, current and former superintendents and principals, and the Cabinet for Families and Children on these timely issues!  It is important that school district administrators keep abreast of changes in the law in order to protect themselves and school districts from liability.

Registration is available on our website at: http://www.ksba.org/protected/EventView.aspx?id=7GBPP3U2.

Or, contact Jolene Shearer by phone at 502-783-0060 or by e-mail at jolene.shearer@ksba.org

The Kentucky Department of Education wants your input on the agency’s customer service efforts. Please take a moment to complete an online survey, which may be accessed here. All responses will remain anonymous.

