MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 4/30/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

· FY 2013 Tentative Budget Submission

· 2012 Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Education Program RFA Awards - CORRECTION

· Kentucky Behavior Institute 2012

· First Lady’s Letter to Send Home on Summer Reading Programs (Attachment)

· Kentucky Teacher – Laws, Evaluations, Thanks and Photo Blog on Tap Next Week
· Join HumanaVitalitySM and get moving this summer!

· UofL's Planetarium Offers Science Adventure Summer Camps

· Center for Performance Excellence Conference and Awards Celebration (Attachments)
PD opportunity for middle and high school teachers (Attachment

· EncycloMedia survey
· National Anthem singing contest
· NASA's Do-It-Yourself (DIY) Podcast

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

FY 2013 Tentative Budget Submission

In accordance with KRS 160.470(6)(a) and 702 KAR 3:110, Tentative Budgets are due to the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) by May 30, 2012.  The Tentative Budgets will be submitted via the web submission process, the same as last year’s submission process. The application will be open from May 15, 2012 through May 30, 2012, and will only allow one submission from each district. Districts are required to submit two tentative budget files (TED and TSF) to KDE.   The link to the SEEK Web Application used for submitting Tentative Budgets is: http://odss.education.ky.gov/webforms.

Please refer to: KDE’s Tentative & Working Budget Submission Guide, the Tentative Budget Report Guide (STW-GL-6), and the Tentative and Working Budget Frequently Asked Questions document located at the KDE website link found below.  The guides referenced above consist of a list of the submission errors edit checks that will be utilized by KDE as part of the Tentative Budget analysis process, MUNIS instructions to generate and submit the Tentative Budgets, and the frequently asked questions document.  All errors need to be corrected by the district before the Tentative Budget will successfully upload to KDE. 

http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/administrative+resources/finance+and+funding/school+finance/munis/user+guides/budget+general+ledger/afr+statewide+budget+general+ledger+reports.htm
Common accounting error notices when creating the Tentative Budget files in MUNIS include:

Transfers in must agree to transfers out. Budgets must balance for each fund. Start and actual completion dates of projects must be entered correctly to prevent negative budgeted amounts. Beginning Balance of Object code 0999* is not a negative balance. 

If you have any questions related to Tentative Budgets, please send an e-mail to finance.reports@education.ky.gov.  The subject line should state Tentative Budget and a KDE representative will ensure that you get a response within 24 hours. 

2012 Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Education Program RFA Awards - CORRECTION
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is pleased to announce that the review process for the 2012 Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Education Program RFA is complete.  Award listings will be posted to the KDE Competitive Grant Awards site within 24 hours: www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Grant+Information/Competitive+Grants+from+KDE/.


We appreciate everyone’s participation in the grant process and hope that you will continue to seek and apply for beneficial grants for your districts/schools as they become available.

Awards listed are contingent upon districts/schools meeting all programmatic and budgetary requirements. In addition, awards are contingent upon receipt of final federal award notification.

For information about schools and districts receiving funds, or if you have budget-related questions, please contact Thelma Hawkins via e-mail at thelma.hawkins@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-1979.  If you would like copies of your score sheets or have questions related to the application process, please contact Jason Kendall via e-mail at jason.kendall@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-2351.  All other questions should be addressed to Mary Marshall at mary.marshall@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-3791.

 


Kentucky Behavior Institute 2012

The Kentucky Behavior Institute is set for June 27-28 in the Lexington Convention Center and Rupp Arena.  

The goal is to reduce barriers to learning and provide support for teachers, administrators and others who must respond effectively to challenging student behavior, in order to provide high-quality teaching and learning in schools.

The institute includes more than 75 sessions featuring national experts, master teachers and successful administrators in Kentucky schools. National speakers will address a variety of topics.

Sessions are designed to increase knowledge and skills necessary to improve school climate, implement school-wide instructional discipline practices, reduce behavioral barriers to learning, prevent school violence, teach responsible behavior, motivate troubled youth, increase student attendance, eliminate bullying, reduce dropout rates, implement proactive classroom management strategies, provide effective social competence instruction, redirect students who misbehave into preparation for college and careers, develop school-based programs for youth with emotional-behavioral risks, challenges or disabilities, and enable leadership to develop  effective problem-solving processes to help students/teachers in trauma.

Register online at http://cksec.org/ccbd/index.php, and see details, schedules and registration forms at http://www.state.ky.us/agencies/behave/misc/bi01.html.  

For more information, contact Mitch Kirchner at (859) 806-3569 or mitch@mitchsmeetings.com.    
First Lady’s letter to send home on summer reading programs (Attachment)

Kentucky First Lady Jane Beshear has joined with the Kentucky Department of Education in supporting the Kentucky Public Libraries’ Summer Reading Programs. A letter from Mrs. Beshear is attached for schools to send to parents in May encouraging families to support reading throughout the summer months. Please send the letter home with your students, as appropriate.

Teachers and parents are encouraged to help children use “Find a Book, Kentucky” (http://www.lexile.com/fab/ky) to build personal reading lists for summer reading and then locate their selections at their school library or local public library. “Find a Book, Kentucky” uses the widely-adopted Lexile® measure to match a reader with books that will provide the right level of challenge to support reading growth. New this year: The Kentucky Department of Education encourages students to “Pledge to Read” during the summer on the “Find a Book, Kentucky” site. Look for the “Submit your summer reading pledge” icon to indicate participation.

Each school’s certified school librarian has additional resources to promote Summer Reading Programs. For more information about specific activities, contests, and reading events for the Summer Reading Program in your county, contact your local public library (http://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/Pages/LibraryDirectory.aspx).


Laws, evaluations, thanks and photo blog on tap next week

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication, isn’t just for teachers. It’s for anyone interested in keeping abreast of what is happening in Kentucky education – at the state level and in Kentucky schools.

Online since November 2010, Kentucky Teacher offers feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, news about current reform initiatives, recognition of outstanding efforts, helpful information, resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·                  Learn how the recent session of the General Assembly may impact Kentucky educators, schools and districts. KDE legislative liaison Tracy Goff Herman provides a wrap-up on the bills that passed and those that didn’t. 

·                  Check out what educators piloting the proposed Teacher and Leader Professional Growth and Effectiveness System think about the new system, and the kinds of conversations it is prompting about teaching and learning.

·                  Commissioner Terry Holliday shares some end-of-the-school-year comments as part of a special videotaped Commissioner’s Comments, and also offers a heartfelt thank you to Kentucky teachers in recognition of Teacher Appreciation Day on May 8. 

·                  KDE photographer Amy Wallot goes high tech in her photo blog on Thursday.

While you’re on the website, sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added to Kentucky Teacher.
We also love hearing from our readers, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.



Join HumanaVitalitySM and get moving this summer!
Are you making plans for the upcoming summer break? Just like planning for vacation, you should also plan some time for your health. Your Kentucky Employees’ Health Plan (KEHP) has made it easy for you to improve and manage your health by offering you a new incentivized online wellness program, which is free to health plan members. Here are some quick steps to get your started and keep you healthy all summer long.

1.               Register online by visiting http://LivingWell.ky.gov and click on “Log-in” under HumanaVitality. 

2.               Complete the brief Health Assessment to start earning Vitality Points TM.
3.               Get your Vitality Check®.  With just a few minutes of your time, you can have a starting point for improving your health, know your risks and prevent any future health surprises. The Vitality Check is a blood screening and biometric assessment that measures body mass index (BMI), blood pressure, blood glucose and total cholesterol. You will earn 2,000 Vitality Points per year just for receiving your Vitality Check. If your results are in a healthy range, you will earn up to 2,000 additional Vitality Points. Click here for more information and to find a Vitality Check location near you.

4.               Get started on your Personal PathwayTM a customized plan that will recommend goals and related activities. As you complete your goals you earn more Vitality Bucks.

5.               Spend your Vitality Bucks® at the HumanaVitality Mall. Redeem items including: iTunes® gift cards, movie tickets, hotel stays, sports equipment, apparel and much more with your Vitality Bucks. 


If your spouse or children are included on your health plan, they are eligible to participate as well. For more information on HumanaVitality, visit http://LivingWell.ky.gov and follow HumanaVitality on Facebook. 

UofL's Planetarium Offers Science Adventure Summer Camps

Cosmic fun of galactic proportions at the University of Louisville’s summer camps sparks a lifelong love of science and discovery. From astronaut training to rocket launching to kaleidoscope making, kids have a blast exploring space, science and art at the planetarium.

Visit http://louisville.edu/planetarium/kids-programming/summer-camps.html for details and registration, or call the planetarium at (502) 852-6664. 

Center for Performance Excellence Conference and Awards Celebration (Attachments)

The Kentucky Center for Performance Excellence is planning its Seventh Annual Conference and Awards Celebration to recognize the interest and commitment of eight Kentucky organizations on their excellence journeys. 

The event is set for May 31 at the Griffin Gate Marriott in Lexington. Presenters include four National Award Winning organizations that have proven their ability to turn adversity into advantage applying the principles and core values of the Baldrige Performance Excellence Program criteria. 

For more details, see the attached flyers.

PD opportunity for middle and high school teachers (Attachment)

Kentucky State University’s-School of Education has been awarded a grant from the Collaborative Center for Literacy Development (CCLD) to offer high-quality professional development opportunities that focus on the literacy development of students in grades 6-12. More specifically, the grant activities will provide information, resources and instructional strategies related to the teaching and assessment of literacy (Common Core Standards for English/language arts) when working with diverse students. 

Grant participants will be expected to:

(1) complete four to five online course modules 

(2) attend two online webinars

(3) attend a two-week summer academy (hybrid model consisting online and face-to-face training) in July 2012

(4) complete an individual literacy project with a diverse student in his/her classroom

(5) participate in a “fair share” with other CCLD grant participants across the state 

Grant applicants who complete all the above requirements or are determined to be “successful grant participants” will receive:

a $500 stipend ($250 at the summer academy and $250 at the end of the grant period) $250 in literacy materials for their classrooms $100 in travel reimbursement 

Potential grant participants are asked to complete the attached application by May 4. The activities are limited to only 15 participants. 

For more information, contact Cohort Director Shambra Mulder at shambra.mulder@kysu.edu or (502) 597-5918. 

EncycloMedia survey

From now until May 31, tell KET what you think about KET EncycloMedia by taking a brief survey. Participants will be entered in drawings to win an iPad, Kindle Fire or one of several other fun prizes.

National Anthem singing contest

Students between the ages of 13 and 21 who sing well and are members of 4-H or FFA are invited to submit videos of themselves singing the Star-Spangled Banner.

Videos will be posted online for popular voting to determine four finalists. The four finalists will be interviewed, and their performances will be recorded for airing on national TV. Online voting will determine the grand prize winner.

Videos must be received by June 15. For more details, visit http://www.fmccrop.com/grower/Anthem-Singing-Contest.aspx.

NASA's Do-It-Yourself (DIY) Podcast

NASA's DIY Podcast offers resources for educators and students to use to create podcasts using free NASA images, video footage, and audio clips. Various topic modules are available on the site, including:

·        Space Station 

·        Microgravity (Micro-g)

·        Fitness

·        Lab Safety

·        Newton's Laws

·        Robots

·        Rocket Science

·        Solar Arrays

·        Spacesuits

·        Sports Demo (science of sports)

Each topic module includes downloadable video and audio clips featuring NASA astronauts, scientists/engineers, links to NASA images and resources, and information to help students write a podcast script.

 

How DIY Works:
·        Download NASA video or audio clips.

·        Write a production script.

·        Record your narration.

·        Edit your product.

·        Share it!

Additionally, the DIY Podcast Blog offers tips to help educators incorporate the DIY Podcast into the classroom, including production ideas and NASA resources. Subscribe to the blog RSS feed to receive regular updates and learn when new topic modules become available.

