MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 6/4/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

· Posting of updated Comprehensive District Improvement Plan District Assurances

· Fidelity (Performance) Bond Submission

· Reminder – FY 2013 Tentative Grant Allocations

· Follow-up to KASBO Presentation Concerning Sport Officials

· CTE Summer Program set for July 16-18

· Kentucky Teacher – Community Partnerships, summer opportunities on tap  
· CDC Community Transformation Grants (Attachment)

· Kentucky and Louisville Writing Projects offer Summer Academies

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

Posting of Updated Comprehensive District Improvement Plan District Assurances

The updated Comprehensive District Improvement Plan District Assurances have been posted on the following website.  

http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/administrative+resources/school+improvement/comprehensive+improvement+planning/funding+and+finance.htm
After meeting with your local board and approving this document, please follow these instructions:

A separate address has been set up in the Global Address List to enable district personnel to e-mail Assurances to KDE.  Please choose “KDE Assurances” from the Global Address List for the “To:” box when submitting e-mail to guarantee the Assurances for your plan.  In the Subject Line, enter:  Assurances for _______________ District.  In the message box, please send the following message:

As Superintendent of the ___________________school district, I declare that all the schools in our district (including private schools receiving funding from our district) are in compliance with all of the assurances listed in the Assurances document.  These assurances were approved at a regular meeting of the ___________________Board of Education on __________.   The approval is contained in the board minutes that are available for review at the district’s central office.  All pertinent information related to these assurances is available for review at the district’s central office.”

Fidelity (Performance) Bond Submission

The fiscal year 2013 Fidelity (Performance) Bond information is due to the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) by July 1, 2012.  Please submit the bond information through the SEEK Application Fidelity Bond Web-based form submission process.    The following Fidelity Bond website link consists of the Fidelity Bond Web Based Form Submission Instructions, Exposure Calculation Report, and other useful documents and information.

http://www.education.ky.gov/kde/administrative+resources/finance+and+funding/school+finance/bonds/fidelity++bond.htm.   

Districts may begin submitting their Fidelity Bond information through the SEEK Application Web-based form submission process on June 1, 2012.

Fidelity Bond requirements are summarized in KRS 160.560 and 702 KAR 3:080.  Accordingly, by July 1 of each year the treasurer and other employees responsible for board of education funds shall execute an official bond for the faithful performance of the duties of his/her office to be approved by the local board and the Commissioner of Education.   The bond shall be guaranteed by a surety company authorized to do business in this state, and shall be in an amount determined by the local board of education in accordance with the administrative regulations promulgated by the Kentucky Board of Education.  The premium on the bond shall be paid by the local board of education.   A hard copy of the bond shall be maintained with the local board of education and electronically submitted through KDE’s SEEK Application Web-based system.

The requirements for the penal sum of the bond are summarized in 702 KAR 3:080.  Accordingly, it shall be the duty of each local board of education, on the advice of the Commissioner of Education, to determine the amount of the penal sum of the Fidelity Bond of employees who are responsible for board of education funds.  No Fidelity Bond shall be approved which, in the opinion of the Commissioner of Education, is inadequate to safeguard the funds of the local board of education.  

The beginning and ending dates of the bond should coincide with the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013.

For questions regarding Fidelity Bonds, please contact Gail Cox at gail.cox@education.ky.gov  or via phone at 502-564-3846.


Reminder - FY2013 Tentative Grant Allocations 

Federal and state tentative grant allocations were updated on Wednesday, May 30, 2012.   Please remember that this hyperlink will be updated throughout the fiscal year as new information becomes available.  The revised spreadsheet is located at:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Finance+and+Funding/Budgets/Fiscal+Year+Grant+Allocations.htm 

Follow-up to KASBO Presentation Concerning Sports Officials

As the result of a presentation by a staff person from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), the question of whether high school referees should be deemed employees or independent contractors was the subject of much discussion at the 2012 KASBO Spring Conference earlier this month.  Please be advised that the determination of whether or not a high school referee should be deemed an independent contractor or an employee requires a review of an individual school district’s situation in light of the relevant Revenue Rulings issued by the IRS.  (Rev. Rul. 57-119; 1957-1 C.B. 331, January, 1957 and Rev. Rul. 67-119; 1967-1 C.B. 284 January, 1967.)  

While it would appear, based on the aforementioned revenue rulings, that most high school referees in Kentucky would be appropriately classified as independent contractors for tax purposes, please understand that this interpretation may be different if your district uses ANY district employees to serve as referees and the district is not issuing 1099s to those employees serving as referees.   The Kentucky Department of Education strongly urges you to consult with legal counsel if there are any questions regarding how the aforementioned revenue rulings would apply as it relates to a specific district.  At KDE, please contact Susan Barkley, susan.smith@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-3930, if you have additional concerns.

CTE Summer Program set for July 16-18

With the emphasis on college and career readiness, career pathways and Individual Learning Plans, the 2012 Career and Technical Education Summer Program is a valuable professional development opportunity for school board members, superintendents, principals, teachers, counselors and industry partners.

This annual event, with an average attendance of 1,400, will be held July 16-18 at the Galt House Hotel in Louisville. The program will offer two general sessions with keynote speakers and more than 75 breakout sessions.

To register and to learn more about the program, go to www.kacteonline.org/summer_program.htm. 

Community partnerships, summer opportunities on tap

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication, isn’t just for teachers. It’s for anyone interested in keeping abreast of what is happening in Kentucky education – at the state level and in Kentucky schools.

Online since November 2010, Kentucky Teacher offers feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, news about current reform initiatives, recognition of outstanding efforts, helpful information, resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        The whole is greater than the sum of its parts. Read about how Daviess County preschools are putting this axiom to action through community partnerships that enhance learning and connect students and parents to helpful resources.

·        Summer is here and school is out, but that doesn’t mean learning stops. In his column, Education Commissioner Terry Holliday offers his thoughts on how teachers might want to spend some of their summer vacation.

·        KDE photographer Amy Wallot recently spent some time among the wild things. Relive her adventure through the camera’s lens in her latest photo blog.

While you’re on the website, sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added to Kentucky Teacher.
We also love hearing from our readers, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

CDC Community Transformation Grants (Attachment)

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has issued a funding opportunity announcement (FOA) for the Community Transformation Grants -- Small Communities Program, funded by the FY 2012 Prevention and Public Health Fund. Approximately $70 million will be awarded to up to 50 communities.

Eligible applicants include school districts, cooperative extension agencies (educational programs within land grant universities) and local health departments.

To apply, send a letter of intent by 5 p.m. ET June 18.

For more information about the grant, see the attached summary or go to http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do;jsessionid=RgW1PFPFQshPqDGLW5sBW8ZQTmTpXQwjMLllqTy7zJdwfc1QLpXP%21-1021879135?oppId=173114&mode=VIEW.

Kentucky and Louisville Writing Projects offer Summer Academies

The Kentucky Writing Project and the Louisville Writing Project offer several 2012 summer academies on a variety of interests.

For more details on Kentucky Writing Project activities, visit http://www.kywritingproject.org/. For details on Louisville Writing Project activities, visit http://louisville.edu/education/research/centers/lwp/.

Kentucky Writing Project -- Focus on English Learners & Culturally/Linguistically Diverse Students

For P-12 educators in all content areas. 

8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. daily for three days

18 hours PD credit provided

Registration price: $75

June 6-8, Ockerman Middle School (Florence) June 6-8, University of Louisville June 18-20, Athens-Chilesburg Elementary (Lexington) July 10-12, Western Kentucky University 

For more information, contact Jean Wolph at (502) 852-4544 or Gwen Snow at gwen.snow@jefferson.kyschools.us.

Kentucky Writing Project -- Literacy and Technology Inquiry Project

· For P-12 educators in all content areas. 

· 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. daily for three days

· 18 hours PD credit provided

· Full registration price: $300 (Limited number of scholarships available for early registrants.)

· BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) price: $100 


June 5-7, T.C. Cherry Elementary (Bowling Green)
June 11-13, University of Louisville June 6-8, Northern Kentucky University 
June 18-20, Athens-Chilesburg Elementary (Lexington)
June 19-21, Eastern Kentucky University 
June 25-27, Hazard Community and Technical College
June 26-28, Morehead State University
June 26-28, Murray State University 

For more information, contact Jean Wolph at (502) 852-4544.

Kentucky Writing Project -- 2012 Young Writers Camps

Young Writers Camps are offered through the sites of the National Writing Project at various universities around the state and co-sponsored by the Kentucky Writing Project Network and UNITE for LITERACY. Master teachers will work with student writers to develop their skills and confidence as writers while also making a difference in the world.

June 18-22, St. Matthews Elementary (Louisville) June 18-22, Locust Grove Elementary (Crestwood) June 25-29 Buckner Elementary (LaGrange) Jun 25-29, Bardstown Middle July 9-13, Crestwood Elementary 

Contact: Susan Rhodes, (502) 852-4544 or susan.rhodes@jefferson.kyschools.us
June 18-22, Kit Carson Elementary (Richmond) 

Contact: Whitney Hamilton, (859) 314-8199 or whitney.hamilton@madison.kyschools.us
June 4-8, Bath County Middle (Owingsville); Hannah McClure Elementary (Winchester), McBrayer Elementary (Morehead) June 11-15, Hannah McClure Elementary (Winchester), Morehead State University 

Contact: Morehead Writing Project, (606) 783-2426 or mwp@moreheadstate.edu
Louisville Writing Project -- Summer 2012 Professional Development

For teachers of grades 5-8; held at Westport Middle School (Louisville)

June 18 and 19, Using the Common Core to Teach Elements of Opinion and Argument June 21 and 22, Using the Common Core to Teach Informational Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening Skills 

For more information, contact Jean Wolph at (502) 852-4544.

Louisville Writing Project -- Grammar for Teachers

For teachers who are interested in brushing up their skills as they prepare to help students meet the new Common Core State Standards for Language. 

June 18-22 and June 25-29, Westport Middle School (Louisville) 

For more information, contact Jean Wolph at (502) 852-4544.

