MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 7/2/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

Clarification on “Race to the Top Release of Funds”
Kentucky Teacher - Students serve reading at literacy café in Kentucky Teacher
National PTA to Award Arts Enhancement Grants

VSA 2012 Visual Art Program: Sustaining/Creating
If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE


Clarification on “Race to the Top Release of Funds”

Several of you have asked questions regarding the announcement of the release of Race to the Top funds that appeared in last Friday’s Fast Five. Here are a couple of clarifications that should address many of your questions.

1)     The Fast Five announcement explained that you could request reimbursement for expenditures based on a set of percentages for each year of the grant. The issue is that “Year 1” of the grant, as listed in the announcement, is actually FY 2012, which obviously just concluded. Year 2 is FY 2013, Year 3 is FY 2014, and Year 4 is FY 2015.  Since FY12 is already passed, you can seek reimbursement for 70% the grant during FY13. The 47% from Year 1 will carry forward throughout FY13, and you have the 23% for Year 2.
2)     You also will notice that your grant award is for slightly more than your original notification. This is because three districts chose not to participate in the grant program. There is no action required on your part at this time. The U.S. Department of Education has asked that each district submit a revised Scope of Work (SOW) in the spring of 2013 for the remaining years of the grant. At that time, each district can make necessary changes to activities and budgets.  

Again, if you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact David Cook at david.cook@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4201.


Students serve reading at literacy café in Kentucky Teacher

School is out, but Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication, is still going strong this summer, keeping readers abreast of what is happening in Kentucky education.

Online since November 2010, Kentucky Teacher offers feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, news about current reform initiatives, recognition of outstanding efforts, helpful information, resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        Literacy is the special of the day at Crossroads Elementary School in Campbell County, where older students are serving up books to younger students as part of the school’s literacy café. Learn how such buddy reading activities promote reading fluency, help students develop vocabulary and promote reading for enjoyment. 

·        It is not always easy to see the forest for the trees when it comes to transforming Kentucky’s public education system. Education Commissioner Terry Holliday offers his big picture take on all the parts that make up Unbridled Learning.

·        KDE photographer Amy Wallot has been out and about with her camera again. Check out her latest Photo Blog on Thursday.

While you’re on the website, sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added to Kentucky Teacher. 

We also love hearing from our readers, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

National PTA to Award Arts Enhancement Grants

The National PTA is now accepting applications for the 2012-13 Mary Lou Anderson Reflections Arts Enhancement Grants. The grants will award local PTAs up to $1,000 in matching funds to student-centered programs geared toward sustaining and enhancing creativity and artistic values for large groups of at-risk students. With research showing students receive the most benefit from programs that include consistent involvement in the arts, the National PTA proudly supports these invaluable opportunities.

Local PTAs are invited to apply for funding to establish or enhance arts programs in one or more arts areas: visual arts, photography, music, dance, literature and theater. Priority is being placed on projects that represent research-based best practices in arts education. Specifically, PTA will fund arts programs that: 

are of a sustained nature (rather than a one-time event) reach large numbers of at-risk students 

Applications are due by Friday, July 13 at 4 p.m. ET and can be submitted here on the PTA’s website.

VSA 2012 Visual Art Program: Sustaining/Creating
Very Special Arts’ (VSA’s) Sustaining/Creating is a national juried exhibition that asks emerging artists with disabilities, ages 16-25, to showcase work that illuminates innovative viewpoints on sustainability and contemporary creativity. 

Beyond its scientific definition, sustainability references notions of responsibility and stewardship of our natural world in all facets of human interaction – from the environmental to the cultural. Sustainability indicates the capacity to endure. 

Fifteen artists will be selected for an exhibition at the Smithsonian and will share $60,000 in cash awards. Entry deadline is July 8. Enter today!
