MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 8/13/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

· Minority Superintendent Internship Program application deadline extended

· Updated Timeline for the Release of the Kentucky version of the ASSIST Platform (Attachment)
· Changes to the School Health Regulation
· Applicants sought for Next-Generation Student Council
· Kentucky Teacher – Teachers show up at students’ doors; Kentucky BOE meets

· USDOE Releases application for Districts to Apply for the 400 Million in Race to the Top Funds

· KHS to Host Teacher Workshops
· SPEAK Conference Set for Sept. 28

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

Minority Superintendent Internship Program application deadline extended

The Kentucky Department of Education’s Division of Next-Generation Professionals has revised the process and reopened the application period for the Minority Superintendent Internship Program (MSIP). The MSIP consists of two initiatives – The Minority Superintendent Internship and the Minority Emerging Education Leader Internship.

MSIP is designed to identify and train a pool of highly-qualified and highly-effective minority superintendent candidates for Kentucky’s public school districts. The initiatives provide qualified minority candidates scaffold opportunities for leadership development while they are supported and mentored by Kentucky’s highly effective superintendents and educational leaders. For the purposes of this program, “minority” is defined to include underrepresented members of ethnic minority groups.

The application process has been revamped to include emphasis on development of strong partnerships with superintendents and other individuals in formal educational leadership roles and a newly established communications/feasibility plan. The goals of these changes to the process include:

·        recognition and elimination of barriers that may currently exist for all minorities interested in becoming educational leaders

·        increasing the number of potential candidates

·        identifying all potential minority candidates and making them aware of this opportunity

The deadline for the re-opened application process is 4:30 p.m. ET on Friday, August 24. The MSIP application portfolio packet is available online at http://tinyurl.com/2012MSIP. The successful MSIP candidates will begin the program in mid-September.


Updated Timeline for the Release of the Kentucky version of the ASSIST platform (Attachment)

Attached is the updated timeline for the release of the Kentucky version of the ASSIST platform.  It will not impact due dates for Comprehensive School Improvement Plans but will move training dates for districts and schools to mid-September and early October.  The original release date had been August 18 and is now September 15.

Questions on the timeline can be directed to Susan Allred at (502) 564-5130 or via e-mail at susang.allred@education.ky.gov.


Link to Timeline Document


Changes to the School Health Regulation

Some key changes were approved to the School Health Regulation were shared recently with District Health Coordinators.   Please share these with school level staff as appropriate.  A summary of the changes includes:

1.     All health forms are now numbered for easy reference.

2.     The two former Preventative Health Care Examination forms (Entry level and Grade 6) have been combined into one document and the new form includes a space on the form to list the student’s grade level. There is also a new space for physicians to include the student’s BMI percentile. There is no need for examinations already completed this year to be redone. However, KDE will expect school districts to use the new form from this point on.

3.     The scoliosis screening requirements for school-aged students have been deleted from the regulation and are no longer required.

4.     The Medical Examination of School Employees form was changed to comply with the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA).

Changes to regulation allow school districts to maintain electronic copies of the "Pupil’s Cumulative Health Record" form in the Kentucky Student Information System (KSIS). There is also a new space on the Pupil’s Cumulative Health Record form to include BMI percentile. 

The regulation may be referenced at the following link:

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/kar/702/001/160.htm
Updated forms may be found at the following link:

http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Health+Services/School+Health+Forms.htm 

Questions on this regulation can be directed to Cheri Meadows at (502) 564-5279 or via e-mail at cheri.meadows@education.ky.gov .

Applicants sought for Next-Generation Student Council

In order to gain valuable feedback from Kentucky students and to engage student leaders in learning by doing, Commissioner of Education Terry Holliday created the Next-Generation Student Council. This group meets with the commissioner and Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) staff, both in person and virtually, to discuss how decisions made at the state level are affecting students throughout Kentucky and provide feedback - from a student perspective - on critical issues impacting Kentucky students and schools.

The Next-Generation Student Council is a year-long program for Kentucky public school students in grades 10-12. The council will play a vital role in providing input regarding issues that face education in Kentucky and work with KDE staff to develop ideas that will work to improve and transform education.

The council seeks students with refreshing ideas and thoughtful insight into how we can further improve our schools and student achievement. As such, we encourage all students to apply in order to represent the diverse academic, geographic, demographic and school-size variables particular to our state.

Students can click here to access the application and FAQs for the council. Please encourage students to read the FAQs prior to completing the application. KDE will accept applications for the 2012-13 Next-Generation Student Council from Aug. 1-31. The deadline to apply is 4:30 p.m. ET Friday, August 31.

A committee of KDE representatives will review and score all applications based on the answers provided to the questions. Appointments to the council will be based on how well the applicants communicated their ideas and goals. Then, four students will be selected for the openings on the council to serve during the 2012-13 school year.

Commissioner Holliday looks forward to working with the 2012-13 council and using the time together to generate results-oriented dialogue and solutions.

Questions? Contact Stephanie Siria at stephanie.siria@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-4201, ext. 4817.

Teachers show up at students’ doors, Kentucky BOE meets

It’s back to school time, and Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s award-winning online publication, is the place to go to stay abreast of what is happening in Kentucky’s public schools and with education reform initiatives in the state.

Kentucky Teacher includes education news, feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, helpful resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        We hear a lot about engagement and how important it is to student success in school. But it can often be easier said than done. Learn how Henderson County teachers (with a little assistance from Education Commissioner Terry Holliday) engaged students and their parents literally on their front door steps and how they expect their efforts to pay off in the classroom.

·        The Kentucky Board of Education was busy in Frankfort this week, discussing topics from graduation rates to teacher evaluations. Kentucky Teacher was there and has all the highlights for you. 

Make sure you don’t miss anything in Kentucky Teacher by signing up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added (usually 1-2 times a week). Rest assured, we won’t share your e-mail address.

We want to hear from you too, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov or post your comments online.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.


USDOE Releases application for Districts to Apply for the 400 Million in Race to the Top Funds

We are making you aware of the announcement from the United States Department of Education on the opening of the district application to apply for $400 million in Race to the Top funds.  See the information below for details.

The U.S. Department of Education announced today that it has finalized the application for the 2012 Race to the Top-District competition, which will provide nearly $400 million to support school districts in implementing local reforms that will personalize learning, close achievement gaps and take full advantage of 21st century tools that prepare each student for college and their careers.

Please reference this link Race to the Top Funds for further information. 

KHS to Host Teacher Workshops

The Kentucky Historical Society (KHS) has received a $178,000 Landmarks of American History and Culture grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). The funds will be used by KHS to host two weeklong teacher workshops called “Torn Within, Threatened Without: Kentucky and the Border States in Civil War America,” in the summer of 2013.

These workshops will enable teachers to better understand the complexities of the Civil War and what occurred in Kentucky and other border states through the use of primary sources. Participants will gain the experience necessary to use those primary sources such as documents and Kentucky’s historic sites in the classroom, creating an artistic, historical and cultural environment. Participants will study and interpret the border states region before, during and after the Civil War, becoming more familiar with the history and culture of the region through interactions with accomplished academics. The workshops will also provide connections between Civil War history and present-day society. 

Created in 1965 as an independent federal agency, the NEH supports research and learning in history, literature, philosophy and other areas of the humanities by funding selected peer-reviewed proposals from around the nation. The Landmarks of American History and Culture grants support a series of one-week workshops for K-12 educators that address central themes and topics in American history, government, literature, art history and other humanities fields related to historic landmarks. Additional information about the NEH and its grant programs is available at www.neh.gov.

For more information about KHS’s “Torn Within, Threatened Without: Kentucky and the Border States in Civil War America” workshops for teachers, contact Tim Talbott at (502) 564-1792, ext. 4428 or tim.talbott@ky.gov. For more about KHS and its educational programs, visit www.history.ky.gov. 

SPEAK Conference Set for Sept. 28

The second annual Speech Professional Education Alliance of Kentucky (SPEAK) conference for middle and high school speech and debate educators will be held on September 28 at the University of Kentucky.

SPEAK is sponsored by the Kentucky National Forensic League and co-sponsored by the Kentucky High School Speech League, the Kentucky Catholic Forensic League, the Kentucky Educational Speech and Drama Association, and the Division of Instructional Communication at the University of Kentucky. Additional funding is provided by the National Federation of High Schools with promotional support from the Kentucky Department of Education.

SPEAK 2011 was attended by over 75 Kentucky educators and was incredibly well received. SPEAK 2012 (the Sequel) promises to be even better. Highlights include a presentation by the Kentucky Department of Education entitled “Speech Education and the Common Core.” The keynote speaker will be David Yastremski of New Jersey’s Ridge High School, one of the prominent speech educators in the country. Twelve additional seminars will be offered throughout the day on topics including Program Reviews, debate coaching and instruction how-tos, and instructional seminars on Oral Interpretation and Extemporaneous Speaking.

Registration is due by Monday, September 24, via www.kyspeak.org. Registration fees are $25 (due at arrival) and include a catered lunch. Certificates of attendance as well as door prizes will be given.

Additional information about the conference, seminars and discounted hotel rates as well as additional support material for speech and debate educators can be found at the SPEAK website (www.kyspeak.org). 

