MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 10/15/12

As part of our effort to streamline communications and cut down on the number of e-mails you receive, here is a Monday E-Mail that combines several items into one communication.

· 2012 ACT data in CIITS

· Reminder: CIITS Classroom Assessments Intro & Demo (Please share with teachers.)
· Kentucky Teacher:  KBE, CELTIC academy, photo blog on tap next week


If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

2012 ACT data in CIITS

ACT data for 2012 is now available in CIITS. Districts and schools may access this report by logging into CIITS and clicking on the School and District Data Tab. Under the drop-down for Report Builder, choose Pre-Formatted Report, then Standardized Assessment Reports. This will take you to the Report Generator, where you may select to run a report for 2011-12 ACT data. 

Reminder: CIITS Classroom Assessments Intro & Demo (Please share with teachers.)

During this WebEx, learn the ins and outs of creating and administering formative assessments through CIITS and how the data can help maximize teaching and learning in the classroom. An Internet-connected computer and phone line are required. Please RSVP at the link below. There is no cost to participate.

Wednesday, October 17, 4-5 p.m. ET 

OR

Thursday, October 18, 5-6 p.m. ET

RSVP link:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?fromEmail=true&formkey=dDBzRWx2UG1IaFlFa19sUEZha2JZSXc6MQ)

KBE, CELTIC academy, photo blog on tap next week

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s award-winning online publication, is the place to go to stay abreast of what is happening in Kentucky’s public schools and with education reform initiatives in the state.

Kentucky Teacher includes education news, feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, helpful resources and more.

Among the stories next week:

· Enhancing learning and giving higher-achieving students an opportunity to dig deeper into content is not always an easy task. But the Glasgow Independent school district has found a way to do just that. Read about how the district’s CELTIC Academy is integrating science, mathematics and hands-on, collaborative learning for its students.

· Miss the Kentucky Board of Education meeting last week? Don’t worry. Kentucky Teacher was there and has all the details on what happened and when to expect the public release of this year’s K-PREP results.

· Show and tell is a time-tested tradition when it comes to getting students comfortable with public speaking. At Moss Middle School in Warren County the activity involves more than strengthening students’ verbal skills; it also helps students hone writing skills. KDE photographer Amy Wallot shares some pictures from students’ presentations in her Photo Blog on Thursday.

Make sure you don’t miss anything in Kentucky Teacher by signing up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added (usually 1-2 times a week). Rest assured, we won’t share your e-mail address.

We want to hear from you too, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov or post your comments online.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

National Education Association selected Fayette County team to join second cohort of the NEA Foundation Institute for Innovation in Teaching and Learning

The NEA Foundation has selected a Fayette County team led by the local teacher union president and superintendent to join the second cohort of the NEA Foundation Institute for Innovation in Teaching and Learning, a national effort to address challenges facing public education.

Fayette County Public Schools was selected for its high-energy, collaborative teachers’ and support professionals’ union presidents and superintendent who have jointly defined students as their primary customers. Their Institute work will engage a diverse team of school system employees and educational community members to implement a holistic approach to educational quality, termed their superior customer service model.

It is one of just five new teams invited to participate in the Institute’s two-year program. Other second cohort members hail from: San Juan United, CA; Jefferson County Public Schools, CO; Escambia Public Schools, FL; Oregon City Public Schools, OR. Teams were competitively selected based on applications co-authored by teacher union presidents and superintendents demonstrating their ability to address difficult issues of systems change and collaborative reform, with a sense of urgency and focus.

Nominations and submissions sought for Martin Luther King, Jr. Awards

The Martin Luther King Jr. State Commission, part of the Governor’s Office of Minority Empowerment, is seeking nominations for the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Citizenship Award, along with essays and artwork for the esteemed King Award. 

The theme for the essays and artwork is “Moving Beyond The Dream To Brighten The Future.” The contest is open to kindergarten to 12th-grade students who may submit an essay or two-dimensional artwork that reflects a student’s most inspired King moment or speech. 


The citizenship award is given to an individual who embodies the spirit and energy of the late civil rights leader. The criteria for nominees include persons who have demonstrated leadership and achievement toward the principles of racial equality, interracial harmony, economic justice, participation in Martin Luther King Jr. holiday observances and dedication to King’s dream. 

All winners will be recognized at the Martin Luther King Jr. Annual Celebration in Frankfort on Jan. 17, 2013. For information and guidelines on all awards, please visit www.ome.ky.gov. 

Artwork, essays and citizenship award nominations must be submitted by Nov. 17. All entries must be properly labeled and addressed to the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Awards, 700 Capitol Ave., Suite 138, Frankfort KY 40601. 

Farm to School Week set for Oct. 22-26

Fresh, local Kentucky Proud foods in schools help students maintain healthy weights and strong bodies while enabling farmers to make a living, Agriculture Commissioner James Comer said in proclaiming Oct. 22-26 Farm to School Week in Kentucky.

“More and more Kentucky schools are buying foods from local farmers to serve to their students,” Commissioner Comer said. “The Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s Farm to School Program helps schools connect with local producers. The schools buy fresh produce and meats to serve to their students. The farmers get another market for their products.”

Thirty-one Kentucky school districts that participate consistently in the Farm to School Program spent some $280,000 on local foods during the 2011-12 school year. Those school districts serve approximately 325,000 students. A total of 84 school districts are members of the Kentucky Proud program, which helps Kentucky farmers market their products.

For more information about the Farm to School program, go to www.kyagr.com/consumer/farm-to-school.html.

Jimmy Rane Foundation Scholarship

The 2013 Jimmy Rane Foundation scholarship is now available. The Jimmy Rane Foundation is dedicated to providing college scholarships to deserving students and strengthening communities through education projects and grants.

The eligibility criteria to be considered for this scholarship are: 

1. must be enrolled full-time as a high school senior, progressing toward graduation in the spring/summer 2013, with plans to enter college no later than the fall following graduation OR enrolled full-time as a college freshman or sophomore no older than 20 years of age 

2. a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 3.0 for graduating high school seniors 

3. a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.75 for college applicants 

4. U.S. citizenship or permanent resident 

5. All applicants must reside (permanent home address) in one of the following states: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee, Louisiana, Texas, North Carolina, Kentucky, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, New York, Delaware and New Jersey. 

6. Employees of Great Southern Wood Preserving, Inc., its parent, affiliates, subsidiaries and their immediate family members and/or those living in the same household of each are not eligible. 

The amount of the Jimmy Rane Foundation Scholarship varies depending on the need of the student. The award amount ranges from $500 to $5,000 per year. The award may be renewed annually for a maximum of four academic years (or eight semesters) as long as all requirements are fulfilled. 

The Jimmy Rane Foundation Scholarship may be used for tuition and fees, books, supplies and equipment, room and board, travel or research that are incidental to the purposes of this scholarship. 

The online application will become available on December 1. The online scholarship application is available at www.jimmyranefoundation.org. Paper applications are not available. 

The deadline to apply for the Jimmy Rane Foundation Scholarship is February 15, 2013. For more information, please visit www.jimmyranefoundation.org.


International Education Week – November 12-16, 2012 (Attachment)

Attached is a letter from Secretary Arne Duncan, U.S. Department of Education, highlighting the importance of international education and announcing the 13th annual International Education Week, November 12-16, 2012.  This year’s theme is International Education:  Striving for a Healthier Future Worldwide.

U.S. Department of State offers opportunities for study abroad

The U.S. Department of State offers several opportunities that for high school students to study abroad. These are all merit-based scholarship programs, and all travel, room and board, and program-related costs are covered. There are no language prerequisites for any of these programs – beginners are welcome. 

The National Security Language Initiative for Youth (NSLI-Y) offers merit-based scholarships to U. S. high-school aged students for overseas study of seven critical foreign languages: Arabic, Chinese (Mandarin), Hindi, Korean, Persian (Tajik), Russian and Turkish. The NSLI-Y program is designed to immerse participants in the cultural life of the host country, giving them invaluable formal and informal language practice and sparking a lifetime interest in foreign languages and cultures. Applications for summer 2013 and academic year 2013-14 programs are due November 1. Visit www.nsliforyouth.org for more information.  

The Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and Study (YES) Abroad Program offers scholarships to American high school students to spend the 2013-14 academic year in countries that may include Bosnia & Herzegovina, Egypt, Ghana, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mali (semester), Morocco, Oman, South Africa, Thailand, Tunisia and Turkey. This post-9/11 program focuses on increasing understanding between people in the U.S. and countries with significant Muslim populations. The application deadline is January 10, 2013. Visit the YES Program’s website for more information.

The Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange Program (CBYX) was established in 1983 to celebrate German-American friendship based on common values of democracy. Secondary school students live with host families, attend local schools and participate in community life in Germany. Young professionals (undergraduates) and high school graduates of vocational studies ages 18-24 study and participate in practical training. Scholarships are now available for academic year 2013-14; application deadlines vary by U.S. region and range from September 2012 to January 2013. For more information and application deadlines, visit the organization in charge of recruitment for your state at USAGermanyScholarship.org. 

The American Youth Leadership Program offers opportunities for American high students and educators to travel abroad on a three- to four-week-long exchange program to gain first-hand knowledge of foreign cultures and to collaborate on solving global issues. Several different organizations implement this program, and each has organized an academic and experiential educational exchange focused on dialogue and debate, leadership development and community service. Recruitment areas and application deadlines vary, so please check the American Youth Leadership Program website for more information.


Letter Writing Contest for young readers

Letters About Literature (LAL), a national reading and writing promotion program of the Center for the Book in the Library of Congress, invites young readers in grades 4-10 to enter the 21st Annual LAL letter writing competition. The contest challenges young readers to write a personal letter to an author explaining how that author’s work somehow changed the readers’ view of their world.  

LAL awards prizes on both state and national level in three competition levels: Level 1 for children in grades 4-6; Level 2 for children in grades 7-8; and Level 3 for children in grades 9-10.  National winners will receive a cash award of $1,000.

Teachers, librarians and parents can download free teaching materials, including lesson plans, assessment checklists and student writing samples by visiting the LAL website: www.lettersaboutliterature.org.  

Submission deadline is postmark January 11, 2013. State winners will be notified in April 2013 and national winners by May 2013.

For more information, contact National Project Director Catherine Gourley at (570) 262-7320 or programdirector@lettersaboutliterature.org.

