Outstanding Biology Teacher Award Nomination 2016
Each year, the National Association of Biology Teachers (NABT), through its Outstanding Biology Teacher Award (OBTA), seeks to identify an excellent biology instructor in each of the 50 U.S. states, Canada, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, and overseas territories. Nominations of worthy candidates by NABT members and friends help recognize those individuals whose outstanding work in the classroom qualifies them for this award.
Award winners and their schools receive certificates, as well as public and professional recognition. Recipients are given a year’s complimentary membership in NABT and are honored at a special ceremony in conjunction with the NABT national conference. Travel support is available.
Who is Eligible? … Current biology/life science instructors (grades 7-12) with at least three years of public, private or parochial school teaching experience. A major portion of the nominee’s career must have been devoted to the teaching of biology/life science. NABT membership is not a requirement. Unsuccessful candidates may be renominated in subsequent years. OBTA winners are ineligible for 10 years after selection. 
What is the Process? … Candidates will complete a form summarizing their professional experience, academic background and education philosophy and provide four recommendations from colleagues familiar with their teaching effectiveness. Video evidence of classroom teaching is an important component of the evaluation. Guidelines for video content and recommendation letters are included in the application packet. A selection committee, made up of teachers, administrators and scientists, will review completed applications. Candidates will be notified via email on or before June 15, 2016. The honoree will be recognized at NABT in the fall of 2016.
Who Can Make Nominations? … Colleagues, administrators, students, the teacher/candidates themselves, or anyone competent to judge the candidate’s teaching effectiveness.
What Are the Criteria? … Teaching ability and experience, cooperativeness in the school and community, inventiveness, initiative, and student-teacher relationships.
[bookmark: _GoBack]How Do I participate? … Fill out the nomination form below, and submit. Alternatively, forms may be emailed to the Kentucky OBTA Director, Peggy Welch, peggywelch851@gmail.com. Nominees will then be emailed a formal application packet. The deadline for nominations is Sunday February 7, 2016. Completed applications are due Sunday March 13, 2016. Teachers need not wait for the nomination deadline to begin working on their application.
Your name____________________________________________________________________
Position ______________________________________________________________________
Your email address _____________________________________________________________
School Name __________________________________________________________________
School Address _________________________________________________________________
Name of Nominee _______________________________________________________________
Nominee’s email address __________________________________________________________

