[bookmark: _GoBack]Kentucky Writing Project 
Rural Schools Professional Development Initiative

APPLICATION INFORMATION
Deadline: March 15, 2015

In conjunction with the Kentucky Department of Education, the Kentucky Writing Project is pleased to invite you to apply for a Professional Development Mini-Grant.  Priority will be given to schools and districts, which meet these criteria:

· Writing Achievement is a major goal (CSIP)
· Rural High Needs
· Demonstration of faculty buy-in (signature sheet provided), with teachers agreeing to focus on opinion/argument writing as a student growth goal in 2015-16
· Willing to partner with other schools, within the district or outside the district
· Administrator attendance at all sessions

This initiative focuses on opinion/argument writing, K-12, especially for teachers of English Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies.  Schools, districts, and consortia of districts are invited to apply for a grant that will provide the following:

· Three consecutive days (18 hours) of Professional Development, scheduled between late May and June 30, 2015, by Kentucky Writing Project Teacher Consultants, personalized to school needs and driven by analysis of student work
· Hands-on PD in which teachers learn to teach opinion/argument by participating in the lessons they will share with their students in Fall 2015 
· Nationally tested lesson sequences and materials designed to lift the quality of student opinion/argument writing
· Sessions by knowledgeable WP Teacher Consultants
· Support for teachers in creating Student Growth Goals
· Follow-up support in the Fall for lead teachers, who will then share strategies and materials with their colleagues
· Virtual follow-up support for interested teachers
· Free registration for the Kentucky Writing Project Fall Conference in Lexington, September 12, 2015 

In-kind contributions required of successful schools and districts:
· Photocopies of PD materials
· Refreshments during PD sessions
· Stipends (if required by contract) for teachers
· Travel support/stipend for Lead Teachers to attend the KWP Fall Conference (Sat., Sept. 12 in Lexington) and travel support/release time for two additional meetings in Fall 2015



Kentucky Writing Project 
Rural Schools Professional Development Initiative

APPLICATION
Due March 15, 2015

This application is for

	___ school		___ district (maximum 5 schools)      

___ two or more partnering schools  

___ two or more partnering districts


Please complete	 the following information for each participating school:



School: _________________________________________  District ___________________________

Address: ___________________________________________  Phone:  _______________________ 

City: ____________________________________________  Zip: ____________________________

Principal: ________________________________ Superintendent: __________________________

Last day of school (pending adjustments): ______________________________________________

Preferred dates for PD (cannot be guaranteed): _________________________________________

Number of teachers and grade levels (complete totals for applicable grades):

K: ___     1:___     2:___ 	3:____	4: ___	5: ___	6:  ____

7: ___     8:___      9:___ 	10:____    11: ___	12: ___

Please identify total number of teachers in these content areas:

	Generalist (all subjects):  _____
English Language Arts:   _____
Social Studies:  ______
Science:  ______

Writing Score Summary: Please provide your index for the last 3 years.

		2012:	_____			2013:  	______		2014:  ______

If writing is addressed in your CSIP, please attach relevant pages to this application.

Principal’s statement
(Please attach additional page if needed.)

Please explain why this opportunity is a good match for your staff’s and students’ needs.  














In what ways do you meet the priority criteria for selection:  Writing Achievement is a major goal (CSIP)
· High Needs
· Demonstration of faculty buy-in 
· Partnership with other schools, within the district or outside the district
· Administrator involvement/attendance
· Ability to provide in-kind contributions described above












Signature _______________________________	Date _____________________
Faculty Signature Sheet for ___________________ (school name)


We hope you will be excited about this opportunity!  Demonstration of faculty buy-in for the RSPDI Mini-Grant is required.  Please sign below if you

1) Agree to attend the 3-day professional development, to be scheduled based on your school’s calendar and availability of KWP Teacher Consultants

2) Agree to focus on argument writing as a PGES student growth goal in 2015-16

3)  Agree to teach the lesson sequences demonstrated in Summer PD to your students in Fall 2015

4) Agree to analyze student work and plan next lessons with colleagues and KWP Teacher Consultants in Fall 2015

	Name	 (print)		       Signature	
	Grade Level
	Content Area (ELA, S S, Sci, General)


	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	



