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IMPORTANT DATES 
Sept. 16-27:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Testing Window
Sept. 23:	ACCESS for ELLs® Data Review Deadline for Uploading the Spreadsheet or Sending an E-mail
Sept. 27:	Deadline to Update IEP for Alternate Assessment Blind/Visually Impaired Students to Receive Supplemental Materials
Oct. 1-15:	EOC Test Window #2
Oct. 2:	Deadline for Submitting ACT Education Summit Proposals
Oct. 4:	SDRR Closes for ACT Explore/ACT Plan Rosters New Changes
Oct. 4:	Deadline for Schools to Provide Online ACT Establishment Information
Oct. 4:	Deadline for ACT Test Supervisors, Back-Up Supervisors and TAC to Complete Online Establishment Profiles
Oct. 8:	SDRR Closes for ACT Explore/ACT Plan Rosters Pending Changes


QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Did the Quality Control Day highlight data issues that impact reporting? What can districts/schools expect to receive this week?

A:	The Quality Control process continues to work and ensure accurate reporting. Systemic data issues were highlighted during Quality Control Day. Corrections have been made which has changed the data for 107 schools and 51 districts. In some situations, this is a change in both overall score and rewards/assistance labels.

Changes to data after QC Day are expected and typical. This is why OAA asks that data be discussed at only the leadership level, until it is released as final to districts and schools. 

Since QC Day, OAA has corrected several issues:
1. College/Career Readiness data; 
1. missing Focus labels for some districts (based on the ranking of bottom 10% in the non-duplicated gap group for 2013 data); and
1. over-identification of High Progress schools.

When the link to the School Report Card (SRC) is released by Special E-Mail to DACs on Wednesday morning, September 25 at approximately 10:00 a.m. ET, all district and school results will be available. Data Sets (Excel format) that contain all data displayed in the SRC will also be available from the SRC website. 

At the same time as the release of the SRC link, updated spreadsheets will be available for download from the KDE secure web application. These are updated versions of the spreadsheets DACs received on Quality Control Day. The updated files will include College/Career Readiness, Graduation Rates, Student Listings and Summary.



ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT STUDENTS MARKED BLIND/VISUALLY IMPAIRED (VI) OR DEAF-BLIND ON IEP (Reminder)
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will provide tactically enhanced supplemental materials (e.g., maps, graphs) for the Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks for students who have visual impairments. KDE must verify that the student has VI or deaf-blind marked on their Individualized Education Program (IEP). If a student in your district would qualify for these materials, please complete the following tasks:

1. Verify in the IEP that VI or deaf-blind has been clearly marked in a current IEP and the student is identified as participating in Kentucky’s Alternate Assessment;
1. Submit the student’s first and last name, SSID, grade, school, and district to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov. 

	NAME (first and last)
	SSID
	Grade
	School
	District

	
	
	
	
	



All submissions must be made to Kevin O’Hair by no later than Friday, September 27 in order to receive these materials for the first Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks window. Any late entries will be unavailable for test window 1.


2013-14 NONACADEMIC GUIDELINES (2012-13 SCHOOL YEAR)
Attached is the updated Nonacademic Guidelines document for the November 1, 2013 submission. There is no change in the collection from last year. District staff should run the Nonacademic Reports (Dropout, Retention, Transition and Validation) in the local Infinite Campus (IC) district edition as detailed in guidelines beginning on page 26 to validate data. There is nothing due to KDE unless the district has exemption requests as detailed on page 7. OAA will pull the data from the IC state system on November 1 and districts will receive feedback soon after that for final reviews.

For assistance, please contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) with the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) at (502) 564-9853 or via e-mail.




UPDATE IN INFINITE CAMPUS TO ACT EXPLORE AND ACT PLAN DATA FROM PREVIOUS YEARS 
Corrected ACT Explore and ACT Plan scores are now available in Infinite Campus (IC); these scores cover the school years ranging from 2009-10 to 2012-13. This correction primarily involved including the scores for students whose name spellings included hyphens or apostrophes. Scores from 2013-14 are not available and thus are not included in this correction. 


KAAC CONFERENCE SESSION LIST POSTED
The KAAC Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction & Assessment will be held October 21-22 at The Galt House in Louisville. The conference is almost to capacity, but there is still some room left. The conference breakout session list is attached for your review. In addition to the breakout sessions, keynote addresses include Joellen Killion from Learning Forward, Commissioner Holliday, and Ken Draut & Rhonda Sims. 

Registration link: https://www.regonline.com/builder/site/?eventid=1236073




QUALITYCONTROL DAY TRAINING
Attached is the PowerPoint presented at the Quality Control (QC) Day in Frankfort September 12 for District Assessment Coordinators. A paper copy of this presentation was distributed at the training session.



GRADUATION RATE IN FALL 2013 REPORTING (repeat)
Kentucky will begin, with fall 2013 reporting, to use the Cohort graduation rate. Cohort will be reported as the Graduation Rate component in Unbridled Learning. Graduation Rate is 20% of the accountability system at high school and in K-12 districts. Cohort is based on current year graduates (class of 2013). This reporting is first seen in the School Report Card (SRC) under the Accountability Profile section. 
[image: Cohort][image: ]

In fall 2012, each Kentucky public high school was assigned a 2013 goal for graduation rate based on Averaged Freshman Graduation Rate (AFGR). In fall 2013, AFGR has been generated to evaluate whether each school met their 2013 AFGR goal. AFGR is based on data that is lagged one year. The AFGR reported this fall is based on the class of 2012. It was originally reported on the KDE website March 2013 (link below).This data is seen in the SRC under the Accountability-Graduation Rate section. 

http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Pages/Graduation-Rate-Data.aspx

[image: ]Information on whether school MET the AFGR goal


Regardless of the graduation rate formula, AFGR or Cohort, the graduation rate uses students enrolled and students receiving a diploma in the calculation. Full Academic Year (100 days of enrollment) does not impact the reporting of Graduation Rate

FINAL 2012 DATA (repeat)
DACs received final 2012 data during Quality Control Day on September 12. The School Report Cards, currently available on the KDE website, have been updated with the final 2012 data. The final 2012 data should be visible in the SRC now.

INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORTS FROM PEARSON (DAC Action Required) (repeat)
Individual Student Reports (ISRs) were shipped from Pearson, September 16 and are scheduled to arrive in districts by Thursday, September 19. Districts will receive two copies of the ISRs, one for the school and one for the student. These student reports are embargoed and thus, should not be released to or shared with students or parents until the public release date of September 27. 

ADDITIONAL ACT QUALITYCORE® RESOURCES (repeat)
Additional resources have been added to the Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (K-PREP) End-of-Course Website and Infinite Campus to make filling class rosters more efficient and to improve the movement of students from one school to another inside the Vantage system.

1. Upload Class Test Rosters—This new Vantage system function will allow the upload of student accounts directly into rosters that have been created in Vantage. Instead of choosing one student at a time to put onto the roster, staff can upload a template to Vantage with student names from IC. 

This is designed as a time saving tool. To assist with this effort, KDE has developed within Infinite Campus (IC), Ad Hoc queries that will pull students for the ACT template. 

Available IC Ad Hoc Queries for each course:
1. EOC Bulk Roster Registration Algebra II
1. EOC Bulk Roster Registration Biology
1. EOC Bulk Roster Registration English II
1. EOC Bulk Roster Registration U. S. History
1. Move Existing Student Records—This process will allow you to move existing student record(s) from one school to another inside the Vantage system.

Instructions for the Upload Class Rosters and Move Existing Student Records are located on http://www.act.org/stateservices/kentucky/onlinetraining.html. 

NEW KYOTE WEBSITE AND TRAINING MATERIALS (repeat)
KDE now has a website dedicated to the Kentucky Online Testing (KYOTE) placement testing system. KYOTE provides free online placement exams that measure preparedness for college level learning in mathematics, reading and writing. The website contains two PowerPoint presentations: 1) KYOTE Training: The People and; 2) KYOTE Training: The Policies, the KYOTE User Guide v. 11, a Test Irregularity Spreadsheet and links to other valuable resources. Please visit the website, http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/KYOTE.aspx.
TRANSITION ATTAINMENT RECORD AVAILABLE AT GRADE 12 (NEW THIS YEAR, APPLIES ONLY TO GRADE 12) (repeat)
Any grade 12 student completing the Alternate K-PREP who did not meet benchmark on the TAR at grade 11 will have the opportunity to complete the TAR again at grade 12. This will meet the current equivalent to students who do not meet benchmark on the ACT and have the opportunity to take the COMPASS or KYOTE. Any teacher who plans to administer the TAR at grade 12 should first complete the online training/quiz mentioned in the paragraphs below.

The required benchmarks for the TAR at grade 11 are as follows:
		English/Reading-19**
Mathematics-16

** Transition Attainment Record: Reading score represents both English and reading content areas.

Additional Instruction: 
If additional year of instruction has enhanced student skills, then we encourage the TAR to be given at grade 12. 

Districts are encouraged to complete the TAR at grade 12, but must follow the same guidelines that apply for the grade 11 TAR administration. 

Score entry for the TAR will not be available until November 4. When scores are ready to be submitted, districts will need to contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394 to notify that the student’s grade 12 TAR account needs to be opened. This will only apply to those taking the TAR at grade 12. 

TRANSITION ATTAINMENT RECORD TRAINING (repeat) 
The online training for the Transition Attainment Record (TAR) will be available the afternoon of Monday, September 16. The TAR is an assessment checklist completed by the ARC or transition committee for students in grades 8, 10 and 11 only. The TAR aligns with the state mandated grade 8 Explore, grade 10 Plan and grade 11 ACT. As noted above, the TAR can also be provided to any grade 12 student who did not meet benchmark on the TAR at grade 11. 

To access the TAR document:
1. At the beginning of the TAR quiz, list the grade(s) that you have students enrolled in: 8, 10, and 11; if you have more than one grade then select all that apply. If you plan to test a grade 12 student, select the grade 11 TAR document.
1. Once you complete the TAR quiz and submit, if a passing score is received, you should now go back to the log in page. Under Teacher Tools, you should see a link titled Transition Attainment Record; click there to download the documents for the grades you requested.

Access the link below and scroll down the page to locate the TAR trainings provided. 

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/kprep/Pages/AltTrainings.aspx


The 2013-14 version of the TAR Administration Guide is provided below. If you have additional questions regarding the completion of the TAR, contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.



KENTUCKY ACT EDUCATION SUMMIT (repeat)
The Kentucky ACT Council and State Organization members have scheduled the 6th Annual Kentucky ACT Education Summit for Friday, November 22 at the Marriott East in Louisville. The focus of the conference is, Measure Results: Celebrate Success; Support Improvement. The Kentucky ACT Council Summit Planning Committee is seeking proposals that focus on best practices for college and career readiness, highlight collaboration and partnerships, model best practices, are data-driven, and provide ideas for replication and scale-up. Potential session topics include: 
1. Meeting the challenges/strengths of Unbridled Learning 
1. Interventions at all levels to prepare for college and career readiness 
1. Examples of Integration - celebrating success and improving students' performance 
1. Experiences with grade 12 remediation programs 
1. Experiences in postsecondary reduction in remediation 
1. Innovative practices to prepare students for occupations of the future 
1. Schools/colleges working with business partners 
1. Dual credit/dual enrollment programs 
1. Community and regional partnerships 
Submit your proposals here. The deadline is October 2, 2013; notification of acceptance of proposals will be October 15-17. If you have any questions, please contact Kevin Beardmore at kevin.beardmore@kctcs.edu 
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