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IMPORTANT DATES 
Oct. 1-Nov. 15:	EOC Test Window #2
Oct. 10-Nov. 7:	ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® Test Ordering Window
Oct 18:	Alternate K-PREP Overview/Attainment Tasks Training Closes
Oct 18:	ACT Test Administration Training Registration Deadline
Oct 21-25:	Alternate K-PREP Materials Ship for Test Window 1
Nov 1:	Non-Academic Data Collection Due
Nov 4-Dec 13:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window 1



 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Will ACT College Readiness benchmark changes impact Kentucky’s accountability?

A:	ACT, Inc. has updated its ACT College Readiness Benchmarks. Please see attached 20575 Standards and Benchmarks for details. Benchmarks were affected by decreasing the science benchmark to 23 and increasing the reading benchmark to 22.


	
How does the change in benchmark affect Kentucky accountability?

The Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) has not changed its college ready benchmarks; therefore, there will be no changes in accountability measures in Kentucky. For high school readiness, the ACT Explore benchmarks of reading (15), English (13) and mathematics (17) will continue to be utilized. For the College and Career Readiness Rate, the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) benchmarks of reading (20), English (18) and mathematics (19) will continue to be utilized. Growth from the ACT Plan to The ACT at high school is not dependent on benchmarks.

How will the change in benchmarks affect reports?

The new benchmarks will be reflected on the 2013-14 reports for ACT Explore, ACT Plan, The ACT and ACT QualityCore EOC. On the individual student reports and summary reports in science, a larger percentage of students may meet the benchmark. On the individual student reports and summary reports in reading, a smaller percentage of students may meet the benchmark. However, in either case, the change will be minimal. Additional details describing this entire effort can be found at http://www.act.org/solutions/college-career-readiness/college-readiness-benchmarks/

Which QualityCore reports will be affected?

1. Student reports in Biology (science) and U.S. History (reading) will reflect the changes.  
1. As of 10/11/13, all reports in the affected courses were updated to reflect the new benchmarks. Reports were updated in the ACT QualityCore system to retroactively apply the new benchmarks to test instances prior to the 2013-14 school year. This change is being made in an effort to stay consistent across the platform and eliminate confusion. There is no action required from users, but users who pull old reports will see the new benchmarks implemented.
For additional questions regarding ACT College Readiness Standards and Benchmarks updates and how they impact ACT QualityCore, please contact ACT customer services at (866)764-7228.


ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS REGULATIONS
The Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations regulations have been opened for revisions. DAC Advisory, SCAAC, LSAC, KBE and other interested stakeholders have reviewed the revisions. OAA is offering the opportunity for all DACs to review the regulations and welcomes feedback. The changes to these regulations will not impact this school year. The regulation process is planned for implementation in the 2014-15 school year. The attached staff note outlines the changes thus far. Please send comments on the Administration Code regulation to kathy.moore@education.ky.gov; for the Inclusion of Special Populations regulation, please send comments to cindy.greer@education.ky.gov. Please send all comments by October 28.








ACT TEST ACCOMMODATIONS COORDINATORS TRAINING AND Q&A SESSION
In preparation for the upcoming administration of ACT State Testing, pre-recorded training for Test Accommodations Coordinators (TACs) is now available online. The training may be viewed at any time as it fits into your schedule. To supplement the training, you are invited to attend a Q&A session to address questions you may have regarding accommodations.

What Does the Training Cover?

The ACT-Approved Accommodations training contains information that will be helpful in submitting accommodations applications and supporting documentation, and determining the status of these requests. The State-Allowed Accommodations training defines State-Allowed Accommodations, and contains information that will be helpful when placing an order for these materials.

All TACs are encouraged to view the accommodations training. Test Administration Training will be made available at a later date.

Pre-recorded Training URL
Go to the URL below to view the accommodations training webcast.

http://www.act.org/aap/video/AA_Accommodations2013-2014.html

http://www.act.org/aap/video/SA_%20Accommodations2014.html


Q&A Session 
The date and time for your question and answer session is provided below. The duration of the session is tentatively scheduled for one hour, or until all questions are answered.

	Date
	Start Time

	October 23, 2013
	10:00 – 11:00 am (CT) or
2:00 – 3:00 pm (CT)




Registration Window and Deadline for Q&A Session 
To participate in the Q& A session you must register. The registration window is now open and closes on October 21, 2013 which is three days prior to the Q&A session.
10:00 AM registration URL: https://act.ilinc.com/register/ptbpbht 
2:00 PM registration URL: https://act.ilinc.com/register/vwrhrzk 

QUALITYCORE® END-OF-COURSE TESTING UNITS
ACT, Inc. has now updated the Vantage system to make testing units available for Window 3. District Assessment Coordinators should have received an auto-generated e-mail from QualityCoreCustomerService@act.org on Oct.10. If you have questions please contact ACT Customer Services at (866)764-7228.

ACCESS FOR ELLS® AND ALTERNATE ACCESS FOR ELLS® TEST MATERIAL ORDERS (repeat)
Districts may order ACCESS for ELLs® test materials and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® test materials from October 10 - November 7. District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will receive an e-mail later this week from MetriTech with the website and password to order testing materials for English Learners. Please contact Chris Williams through e-mail, chris.williams@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394 if an e-mail with ordering instructions and password is not received. Attached is a PowerPoint that explains how to order materials.



ADMINISTRATION CODE AND INCLUSION OF SPECIAL POPULATIONS TRAINING (repeat)
Administration Code and Inclusion of Special Populations training will be held by OAA on the following dates: November 14 & 19; December 5 & 11; and January 7 & 14. The three-hour session will be held in Frankfort at the CPT, 1st floor conference room from 12:30- 3:30 p.m. ET. (Except for January 7, which will be 9:00 – 12:00 a.m. ET.). Enter at the lobby level security desk and bring photo identification. To register, contact Teresa King by e-mail at Teresa.king@education.ky.gov. 

QUALITYCORE® END-OF-COURSE TESTING UNITS (repeat)
ACT, Inc. is currently working in the Vantage system to make testing units available for Window 3. District Assessment Coordinators should disregard an auto-generated e-mail received from QualityCoreCustomerService@act.org on Oct.7. DACs will receive another communication to confirm when the test forms for Window 3 are available. If you have questions please contact ACT Customer Services at (866)764-7228.

INFINITE CAMPUS CONTINUES WORKING TO RESOLVE ISSUES (repeat)
OAA and Infinite Campus (IC) understand that some districts are experiencing issues with the data refresh process between the SDRR and IC. These issues may include:

1. Meal Status values are invalid in the SDRR tool. These values come from state edition, not the district edition database. The values are incorrect in state edition only. This is a result of a syncing problem within IC. IC is working on a solution to fix this issue and will be resolving data quality issues. At this time, DACs can disregard the meal status in SDRR.  
1. Other program data not syncing – IC has not yet updated the scope year to 2013-14. Most data does sync regardless of scope year, but if there are issues, this may be the cause. IC has delayed the scope year change to provide time for the meal status issues to be resolved.

KDE staff apologizes for any frustration this may have caused and is working with IC on improving the data syncing process.  

Regardless of the ongoing sync issues, KDE still advises that DACs ensure that data is correct in IC district edition, with the understanding the data will sync in the near future. Please make sure to enter the changes that need to be made to any students in IC. 

There will be an additional opportunity for validation during the Explore/Plan data review period in SDRR that will occur in early 2014. At this point, the focus should be to ensure students are accurately included in the accountability rosters.  

If there are continued issues with the SDRR data that KDE/IC can help address, please continue to email using the following link: kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov.  

IDENTIFY DISTRICT POINT OF CONTACT FOR PROGRAM REVIEWS (repeat)
The Office of Next Generation Learners (ONGL) is pleased and appreciates the effort schools and districts made entering Program Review information into ASSIST this past spring. ONGL is aware that there were gaps in communication around Program Reviews due to how they were assigned to district level personnel. As a way to improve communication around Program Reviews for the future, ONGL will begin to utilize People Manager/SRIM to help gather this information. A new ROLE has been set up for districts to identify and enter a “District Point of Contact for Program Reviews” in the People Manager/SRIM system.

ONGL is asking that identified district points of contact for Program Reviews reach out to your district web applications administrator point of contact (WAAPOC) to set them up. The WAAPOC will be using the Web Security Administration (WSA) tool to setup the role. 

Should you have any problems, please contact Todd Davis at (502)564-2706 or e-mail todd.davis@education.ky.gov. 

ACCESS FOR ELLS® TESTING WINDOW (repeat)
The 2013-14 testing window for ACCESS for ELLs® will occur January 1-February 14, 2014. For more information, see attached schedule.



ACCESS FOR ELLS® LYNC TRAININGS (repeat) updated dates
The ACCESS for ELLs® chart below provides dates, times and targeted audience these trainings will serve. Register for the specific session by e-mailing Maranda Perkins at Maranda.perkins@education.ky.gov. If the session is full, Maranda will direct to another opening.

	ACCESS for ELLs®
	Nov. 4:   9-10:30 ET and
              2- 3:30 ET

Nov. 6:   1-2:30 ET

Nov. 8:   9-10:30 ET and 
              1-2:30 ET

	Audience: ACCESS for ELLs® Test Administrators, New DACs and Title III Coordinators, anyone needing a refresher

	Purpose: Procedures and processes for administering ACCESS for ELLs® 




2013-14 ACCESS FOR ELLS® UPDATES (repeat)
The attached memorandum outlines all the upcoming changes to the ACCESS for ELLs® Series 302 assessment. Beginning this testing year, 2013-14, the Listening Test of ACCESS for ELLs® will be media-based. This means that all listening items for all tiers and grades 1-12 are prerecorded. Rather than listening to the test administrator read the scripted items, the students will listen to a recording. This allows students to listen to more authentic language use, such as conversations involving more than one speaker. Test items will be administered via audio from a CD or streamed online via a secure password-protected site. The website URL will be e-mailed to DACs from MetriTech later this week. Sample listening items are found on the MetriTech, Inc. website that can be used for test administrator review and to check equipment and sound levels prior to testing. The listening item samples can also be shared with students to familiarize them with the new format prior to testing.




ACT TEST ADMINISTRATION TRAINING REGISTRATION OPEN (repeat)
In preparation for the upcoming administration of ACT State Testing, ACT, Inc. and KDE will provide test administration training for appointed testing staff. All Test Supervisors (TS), Back-up Test Supervisors (BU), and Test Accommodations Coordinators (TACs) for the ACT must complete Test Administration Training (in-person or online). The online training will be available in November and will be posted on the KDE website. 

It is important that each individual sign in at the workshop or identify themselves when accessing the online training. ACT provides KDE with information that shows who attends the in-person workshops and those who view the webcast. Appointed staff that is unable to do either will need to arrange to have someone else serve in their appointed testing role, by submitting a Profile Change Form, or contacting ACT at (800)553-6244, x-2800. If testing staff do not attend training, District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) will be required to find replacements before the statewide administration.

The training provides detailed instructions for test administration such as:
1. Planning and preparing for testing
1. Identification and training of room supervisors and proctors 
1. Receipt and check-in of secure test materials 
1. Administering the test 
1. Procedures for return of all materials 
1. Tips for a successful test administration 

See the chart below for dates and times of available sessions. 

	Date
	Time
Check-in begins a half hour prior to the time listed
	City
	Location

	November 12, 2013
(Tuesday)
	9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. ET
	Lexington
	Marriott Griffin Gate Resort & Spa
1800 Newtown Pike
Lexington, KY 40511
Room: Grand Ballroom

	November 13, 2013
(Wednesday)
	9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CT
	Bowling Green
	Holiday Inn University Plaza
1021 Wilkinson Trace
Bowling Green, KY 42103
Room: Ballroom A



The registration window opens on October 7 and closes on October 18. No registrations will be accepted after the window closes. Early registration is advised, as space is limited. 

To register for a session, follow this URL:  www.act.org/aap/kentucky/statetest.html. 


UPDATES TO THE ACT QUALITYCORE® VANTAGE SYSTEM (repeat)
KDE and ACT are working together to update the student information in the ACT QualityCore system. The first updates were completed on Sept. 28 and the next round of updates is currently scheduled for Oct.12. This initial round of updates impacted existing student records that were not currently in active test rosters. ACT is using the information from Infinite Campus (IC) to make these updates in preparation for fall 2013 administration of end-of course assessments.

The updates include:
1. Purging the system of existing duplicate student records (based on exact matching criteria from IC). For students with multiple test scores, the test records will be merged onto one account;
1. Updating demographic information for this year’s (2013-14 student population in IC) student records including grade, ethnicity, date of birth, and state student ID;
1. Creating new student records, including incoming freshmen;
1. Deactivating student accounts for 2012-13 graduates. Students who graduated or moved in previous years will be part of future update efforts. (Note: School/district personnel with access are able to view score reports on deactivated student accounts); and
1. Transferring existing student records to the appropriate location if students have moved from another KY school.
Please note, existing duplicate student records that are currently in test rosters for test window #2 will not be merged at this time. ACT and KDE will work to update student records multiple times throughout the current school year. Additional details about timing of future updates will be communicated via the DAC Monday E-mail. We appreciate your patience as we work through this process.
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