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November 4, 2013

IMPORTANT DATES 
Oct. 1-Nov. 15:	EOC Test Window #2
Oct. 10-Nov. 7:	ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® Test Ordering Window
Nov. 14 & 19:	Administration Code/Inclusion of Special Populations Training in Frankfort
Nov. 4-Dec. 13:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window 1 
Nov. 5:	EOC Non-Participation Requests Available in SDRR
Nov. 6:	ACCESS for ELLs® Lync Training
Nov. 8:	ACCESS for ELLs® Lync Training
Nov. 11:	Observance of Veteran’s Day (State Offices Closed)
Nov. 12 & 13:	ACT Test Administration Trainings in Lexington and Bowling Green 
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When will rosters open for requesting non-participation for End-of-Course exams?

A:	Rosters will open on November 5 for schools and districts to request non-participation for End-of-Course exams. This should be completed for any student enrolled in an eligible course (Algebra II, Biology, English II, and/or U.S. History) but not completing the assessment. It is only necessary to add students to the roster if non-participation needs to be requested. Schools and districts will have an opportunity to review accountability later in the spring, but OAA wanted to offer the opportunity to request non-participation for students earlier in the year. It is anticipated that Non-Participation EOC Rosters will remain open all year.

NONACADEMIC DATA
The due date for the initial review of the nonacademic data through the KY State Nonacademic Report has passed (November 1). KDE will create final review spreadsheets next week. If you have any changes related to nonacademic data, please try to make those changes by the end of the workday on Friday, November 8, and those changes will be reflected in the review spreadsheet. If not, you will receive spreadsheets next week and will have two weeks to complete your final review.

If you have questions, contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) via e-mail or phone at (502) 564-9853 (ext. 4740 for Tina and ext. 4744 for David).

KENTUCKY NAEP RESULTS TO BE RELEASED
November 7 is the date set for the release of The Nation’s Report Card: Mathematics and Reading 2013. These results will present the performance of Kentucky's 4th and 8th grade students in mathematics and reading on the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP). 

NAEP SCORES ARE NOT REPORTED FOR DISTRICTS, SCHOOLS OR STUDENTS.

STATE LEVEL SCORES ARE PROVIDED TO ALL STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS IN THE NATION.

The National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), first administered in 1969, is the largest continuing and nationally representative assessment of what our nation’s students know and can do in subjects such as mathematics, reading, science, and writing. Teachers, principals, parents, policymakers, and researchers all use NAEP results to assess progress and develop ways to improve education in the United States. The results of NAEP are released as The Nation’s Report Card, and are available for the nation, states, and in some cases, urban districts. NAEP is a congressionally mandated project administered by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), within the U.S. Department of Education and the Institute of Education Sciences (IES).

Please see http://nationsreportcard.gov/ for additional information.

2013 HIGH SCHOOL FEEDBACK REPORT
Commissioner Terry Holliday’s Fast Five on Friday, Week of October 28, 2013 contains a piece about the 2013 High School Feedback Report that may be of interest to DACs.

The Kentucky Center for Education Workforce Statistics (KCEWS) has released, for district review, the 2013 High School Feedback Report on College Going and Success. These reports are produced for all public high schools that graduated at least 10 students in the 2011-12 school year. KCEWS is providing access to an advanced copy for you to review, but the information remains under embargo until its public release on November 12.

These reports provide the most complete and accurate information about college going and success that are available. Some of the information may differ slightly from previous versions as more complete information has become available. Information in these reports is from the Kentucky Longitudinal Data System (KLDS), which includes data from the Kentucky Department of Education, the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE), and the Kentucky Higher Education Assistance Authority (KHEAA).

All college-readiness information in the report refers to a student’s statewide junior year ACT assessment, and does not include additional college- and career- readiness measures. All high school GPA information, by subject area, includes only those mathematics, English and science courses taken during the senior year of high school for students graduating and enrolling in Kentucky public colleges and universities. Financial aid information includes data from KHEAA and CPE for students enrolled at Kentucky’s public colleges and universities.

Superintendents and/or District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) are encouraged to follow the instructions below to download their individual district report for review prior to public release on November 12. Access district reports at https://applications.education.ky.gov/login and click on "High School Feedback Reports” (secure). Only Superintendents and DACs will see this option.
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For any questions about your district’s report, please contact Barrett Ross at BarrettM.Ross@ky.gov. Previous reports may be accessed at www.kcews.ky.gov.


WORKKEYS FOR PREPARATORY STUDENTS (DAC Action Required)
We are pleased to announce that for 2013-14, funding will be provided for preparatory seniors in Career and Technical Education programs to take WorkKeys Assessments (Applied Mathematics, Reading for Information and Locating Information). The definition of a preparatory student is a student who has completed two credits in a career pathway and is enrolled in the third credit in the same pathway. Funding will not be provided for testing outside the testing window, retesting/shipping charges for retesting, additional setup fees, testing other assessments besides Applied Mathematics, Locating Information, and Reading for Information, or professional printing of certificates. The testing window for WorkKeys is February 1 - March 31, 2014. However, if you are planning to retest, you will want to test early in the testing window so that you can get the results back and work on remediation. 

Schools may test either paper/pencil or online. However, if testing online, schools must meet the minimum technical requirements. The link to the Technical Checklist is located at http://www.act.org/workkeys/tech/index.html. (*To test online, there is a one-time setup fee of $105.00. The district/school is responsible for this cost).

In preparing for WorkKeys testing, preliminary information is needed. Please complete the attached Excel spreadsheet directions as soon as possible or by November 20.



Column A:	Approximate number of preparatory seniors at school who will test for WorkKeys
Column B:	Will you test paper/pencil or online? *There is a setup fee of $105.00 for online. Schools are responsible for this cost. 
Column C:	District
Column D:	Legal Name of School (example, Larry A. Ryle High School)
Column E:	“Ship to” Address – (location needs to be at school where materials are not being transported to different locations)
Column F:	“Ship to” City – (location needs to be at school where materials are not being transported to different locations)
Column G:	“Ship to” Zip code – (location needs to be at school where materials are not being transported to different locations)
Column H:	WorkKeys Testing Coordinator contact name
Column I:	Title of contact person
Column J:	E-mail address of contact person
Column K:	Phone number of contact person
Column L:	Fax number of contact person
Column M:	Approximate date for distributing NCRC certificates (awards night date, graduation date, etc.)
Column N:	Any additional information you would like to add

Schools will be billed for testing outside the testing window, retesting/shipping charges for retesting, additional setup fees, testing other assessments besides Applied Mathematics, Locating Information, and Reading for Information, or professional printing of certificates.

Thank you for your time in completing this spreadsheet. Please e-mail the spreadsheet to angie.fischer@education.ky.gov.

Additional information and PowerPoint trainings will be e-mailed and posted soon on KDE WorkKeys site, located at: http://education.ky.gov/CTE/Pages/ACT-WorkKeys.aspx 



KOSSA AND WORKKEYS (E-MAIL FROM THE OFFICE OF CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION)
The letter below is from Dale Winkler, OCTE Associate Commissioner.

As many of you are aware, the Kentucky Occupational Skill Standards Assessments (KOSSA) will be delivered online this year and the WorkKeys assessments will be available for all CTE preparatory seniors. The testing window for both exams is February 1- March 31, 2014. 
 
In preparation for the administration of these career ready assessments, it is very important that this e-mail be shared with all staff who administer, proctor or work with testing. A series of PowerPoint trainings have been created for those involved in any capacity of the testing process.

The first in the series of PowerPoint presentations can be found on the KDE website. Click on the links below to access the presentations.

KOSSA – http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx 

WorkKeys – http://education.ky.gov/CTE/Pages/ACT-WorkKeys.aspx 

If you have questions regarding KOSSA or WorkKeys, please send your questions to this address: kdecareerready@education.ky.gov. Your questions will be reviewed and answered by an OCTE consultant. Commonly asked questions will be answered through a frequently asked question (FAQ) document. This document will be distributed later in the semester, and it will be posted on the KDE website.

The Office of Career and Technical Education has found through its research that students are more likely to achieve a passing score on the KOSSA assessment if the curriculum throughout the program of study has been aligned to the standards. Also, students that have completed the third or fourth credit within a sequence do better than those that have just entered the third credit course. In regard to the WorkKeys, students tend to do better if their daily assignments include mathematics, reading and locating information activities.  

OCTE wishes you the best as you prepare students pursuing a technical pathway for the career ready assessments.

Dale Winkler, Ed.D.
Associate Commissioner
Kentucky Department of Education
Office of Career & Technical Education
20th Floor, Capital Plaza Tower
500 Mero Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
502-564-4286 


PROGRAM REVIEW DATA AVAILABLE ON WEB 
The Program Review data spreadsheets and Briefing Packet are available now in Open House on the KDE website at http://openhouse.education.ky.gov/Data (Other Data Section). 


ZOOM MATH USE ON KENTUCKY STATE-REQUIRED ASSESSMENTS (repeat) 
KDE has received a number of questions about the use of applications on calculators for tests reported in accountability. Specifically, Zoom Math is an "add-on" program developed by I.Q. Joe for installation on calculators.

KDE has attempted to be consistent with ACT’s calculator policy. Please see excerpt below from the K-PREP DAC/BAC Manual. ACT, Inc. posts prohibited calculators on the ACT website. At this time, if an acceptable calculator is able to have Zoom Math installed, a student may use it on their products. The policy explicitly forbids any calculator such as the TI-89 that has a built-in computer algebra system. ACT’s calculator policy may be found at http://www.actstudent.org/faq/calculator.html.

Specific to Zoom Math, schools may follow these guidelines:

K-PREP 3-8, ACT Explore, ACT Plan, The ACT, QualityCore, Compass, WorkKeys and KOSSA: Zoom Math MAY be installed, as long as it is on an approved calculator. 

KYOTE: Zoom Math may NOT be installed.

ASVAB and Industry Certificates: Follow guidelines from the vendors for the specific assessments.
	



KYOTE WRITING EXAM SCORER CERTIFICATION TRAINING (repeat) 
The Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) is hosting a certification course for educators to be able to score the KYOTE Writing Exam. In order to administer the KYOTE Writing Exam, the high school must have certified scorers willing to grade KYOTE Writing Exams from schools in different districts. For this exam, student essays are scored by two teachers. Teachers do not score exams from their own school but are responsible for scoring exams from other schools.

To have teachers trained on the use of the writing rubric and certified to score the exam by the end of the fall semester, CPE will host three training sessions on November 14. Dr. Pam Petty from Western Kentucky University (WKU) will conduct the training sessions beginning at 8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 1:00 p.m. (ET).

Each training session will last approximately two hours and includes the option for teachers to take the certification exam to become a certified scorer. To register, school administrators must e-mail Sue.Cain@ky.gov the following information: participant name, school, e-mail address, and two preference times for training for each participant. Each session is limited to 15 participants. The training sessions will take place at the Council on Postsecondary Education, Room A, in Frankfort, KY. Directions to the training can be found at http://cpe.ky.gov/about/directions.htm.

The Council will fund substitute teacher pay for up to two teachers per school. Additional expenses incurred are the responsibility of the participant, school or district.

Another one-day training will be held in spring 2014.

INFINITE CAMPUS UPDATE FOR SCHOOLS TESTING IN FEBRUARY (repeat)
ACT, Inc. and KDE have established a schedule for the second round of student record updates in the ACT QualityCore online system, Vantage. ACT expects this effort will be completed by December 9. This effort will ensure that all appropriate student records are created/updated prior to the established deadlines for the EOC test window that begins in early February. To ensure student records are correctly created or updated in Vantage, it is important that student demographic information is updated in Infinite Campus no later than November 12. If you have questions, please contact ACT Customer Services at (866) 764-7228.

KENTUCKY ACT STATE ORGANIZATION 2013 ANNUAL CONFERENCE (repeat)
The Kentucky ACT State Organization is pleased to announce the 2013 annual conference designed to inform, educate and inspire Kentucky's educators. Don't miss this opportunity to learn about Kentucky's key education strategies, colleagues' best practices, and ACT's latest research, programs and services that will help you address common concerns and meet common goals! 

Please see important information below: 
Title:	Measure Results: Celebrate Success; Support Improvement
Sessions:	See 2013 Kentucky ACT Summit – Sessions (attached) for descriptions
Registration:	Available online at www.regonline.com/KY2013
Date:	Friday, November 22
Time:	7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. ET- Onsite check-in/registration and continental breakfast 
	8:30 a.m. - Program begins
Site:	Marriott Louisville East 
	Louisville, KY 
Cost:	$50.00 per person. Conference registration includes a light breakfast, lunch, refreshments, and session materials
Lodging:	Marriott Louisville East, 1903 Embassy Square Blvd., Louisville, KY 40299 
To make reservations, please call the reservation line at (877) 495-4694 
to request the "ACT group rate" of $103.00 per night, plus tax. 
Room rate valid through November 1.

For more information, contact Sue Kirchner at sue.kirchner@act.org.



FIRST ALTERNATE K-PREP TESTING WINDOW TO BEGIN (November 4) (repeat)
The first Alternate K-PREP testing window to administer Attainment Tasks (AT) will begin November 4. This will be the first of two windows set to assess content standards for reading, mathematics, science, social studies and writing. No tasks may be administered before November 4. 

Instruction may continue into the testing window as long as the content provided is not derived from the actual Attainment Tasks being administered. Once the task administration begins, all instruction for that standard should cease until after the task administration has been completed. The first testing window will end December 13.

INDIVIDUAL ROOM ASSIGNMENT FOR ALTERNATE K-PREP (repeat)
All Kentucky state assessments that are administered are required to include a seating chart for students testing in a particular setting. Students completing the Alternate K-PREP are also required to have a seating arrangement on file. Since the Alternate K-PREP is conducted in a one-to-one setting, teachers will be asked to complete an Individual Room Assignment.

Any teacher administering the Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks should be provided a copy of the Individual Room Assignment (or seating chart) to fill out while tests are being administered. Once testing has been completed, the Individual Room Assignment should be returned to the BAC or DAC and stored at the school or district level. A copy of the Individual Room Assignment is provided below as an attachment.
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