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December 16, 2013

IMPORTANT DATES 
Dec. 2-Jan. 17:	EOC Test Window #3
Dec. 9-Mar. 3:	ACCESS for ELLs Rosters Open in SDRR
Dec. 20:	Alternate K-PREP Student Registration Database (SRD) Closes for Test Window 1
Dec. 20:	Final Review of Nonacademic Data Deadline
Dec. 24 & 25:	State Offices Closed in Observance of Christmas
Dec. 31:	EOC Survey Response Deadline



QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Should districts use the script and the CD for the listening section of the ACCESS for ELLs® assessment this year?

A:	No, districts should use the CD for the listening section of the ACCESS for ELLs® assessment. Scripts are only needed on a case-by-case basis for students who have an IEP or 504 Plan only. 
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ACT WORKKEYS TESTING NOTICE
Last Thursday, a notice, WorkKeys Testing Notice #1, was sent via e-mail to WorkKeys test supervisors from the Office of Career and Technical Education (OCTE). This e-mail contained important information for those listed as WorkKeys contacts. A link has now been posted to the KDE WorkKeys webpage at http://education.ky.gov/CTE/Pages/ACT-WorkKeys.aspx. This webpage contains the testing notice, PowerPoint presentations that highlight online testing as well as paper/pencil testing, and various other WorkKeys-related topics. WorkKeys test supervisors are encouraged to visit the above-mentioned webpage to obtain this important information. If you have questions or concerns, please send an e-mail to workkeys@act.org. E‑mails will be answered within one business day. If you have an immediate need, please call 1-800-WORKKEY (967-5539) and identify yourself as a KDE school. 


KOSSA CRITICAL DEADLINES AND TRAININGS
On Friday, December 13, an e-mail was sent to DACs, principals and CTE coordinators, from the Office of Career and Technical Education (OCTE). This information has now been posted to the KDE KOSSA webpage at http://education.ky.gov/CTE/kossa/Pages/default.aspx. All school and district staff who will be involved in KOSSA testing need to be aware of this information. Any questions about this KOSSA information should be directed to Pamela Moore,
pamela.moore@education.ky.gov. 


ACCESS FOR ELLS/ALTERNATE ACCESS FOR ELLS ROSTERS (repeat)
ACCESS for ELLs and Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® rosters are open in SDRR December 9, 2013 through March 3, 2014. SDRR training is available by video; the PowerPoint below accompanies the video. For questions concerning material covered in the PowerPoint, please contact Chris Williams at (502) 564-4394 or by e-mail at chris.williams@education.ky.gov. The link to the video is available on the KDE Media Portal.



PERCENTAGE OF END-OF-COURSE IN FINAL STUDENT GRADE (repeat)
The Kentucky Department of Education is collecting the percentage that the end-of-course score will count in the student’s final course grade from every district for the 2013-14 school year. As stated in 703 KAR 5:200, “if the district or school council’s policies do not include end-of-course grades in the grading policy, or if the end-of-course grade percentage is less than twenty (20) percent, the district shall submit an annual report to the Commissioner that provides justification for not using end-of-course exams for at least twenty (20) percent of a student’s final grade in the course.” Additionally, the Commissioner requires information related to the use of Constructed Response used in instruction.

Last year, the District Assessment Coordinator (DAC) was asked to complete a survey. Each DAC submitted information for their individual district. The information provided last year will be sent to the DAC in an e-mail from Maranda Perkins. The DAC is asked to reply to the e-mail verification if the information is still correct, update any information that changed and provide constructed response data.

The deadline for response is December 31.  

ACT ONLINE ENROLLMENT CONFIRMATION (repeat)
January 6-10 is the window for the ACT Test Supervisor to provide to ACT the total number of students to be tested for the statewide administration of The ACT in March. ACT Test Supervisors (TS) will receive an e-mail on or before January 6 with the enrollment number provided to ACT during test site establishment. If the number has changed, the TS will click a link provided in the e-mail that connects to the website, allowing the TS to change the enrollment number and submit to ACT. The TS will submit only if there is a change the enrollment (all juniors testing, including accommodations). For questions, please contact ACT directly at 800-553-6244 x-2800.

Regulation 703 KAR 5:240 states, the assigned grade level shall determine the state tests to administer. Therefore, grade 11 students in Infinite Campus may take the ACT March Administration. The TS should plan to test only grade 11 students and respond to the online enrollment confirmation accordingly. 

INTERNET EXPLORE 11 WORKAROUND FOR COMPASS (repeat)
On December 3, the ACT Compass Team reported that some customers are experiencing errors when using the new Internet Explorer version 11 (IE 11) when Compass testing. They are working on the compatibility issues and will let us know when the issues are resolved.

If you are using IE 11 on computers used for Compass testing, there are two workarounds available.

1. Run IE 11 in Compatibility Mode
0. Open IE11
0. Open compass.act.org
0. Select the 'Tools' menu, or select the 'Gear' icon in the upper right-hand corner
0. Select the 'Compatibility View Settings'
0. You should see 'act.org' in the 'Add this website:' box
0. Click the 'add' button
0. Click the 'close' button
0. The page should refresh immediately, however if it does not refresh the page.
OR

1. Install an older version of IE

If you have questions, please contact ACT Compass Technical and Customer Support at 800-645-1992.

FIRST ALTERNATE K-PREP TESTING WINDOW TO END (December 13) (repeat)
The first Alternate K-PREP testing window to administer Attainment Tasks will end Friday, December 13. This is the first of two windows set to assess content standards for reading, mathematics, science, social studies and writing. No tasks may be administered after December 13 without prior approval by the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE). 

SCORE ENTRY IN STUDENT REGISTRATION DATABASE TO CLOSE (December 20) (repeat)
All scores for the first Alternate Assessment test window must be submitted in the Student Registration Database (SRD) by Friday, December 20. The system is designed to automatically shut off at this point. Please make sure that all scores have been entered by this date. 

The Transition Attainment Record (TAR) and Learner Characteristics Inventory (LCI) will remain open until the close of data receipt for test window 2 in May.

If there are additional questions or concerns, please contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov, or by phone at (502) 564-4394.

DACS BEGIN QUALITY CONTROL OF OVERALL SCORE DATA AND 2014 AMO GOALS (DAC Action Required) (repeat)
DACs Begin Quality Control – DACs were sent a Special DAC E-Mail on Friday, December 6 from Rhonda Sims to begin a quality control of combined Overall Score Data and 2014 AMO Goals.

OAA has completed the calculations to combine Next-Generation Learners and Program Review data. The process accomplishes the following:
1. combines Next-Generation Learners at 77% and Program Reviews at 23% to generate a new Overall Score;
1. identifies the overall combined scores associated with Proficient, Distinguished and School/District of Distinction; and 
1. sets an individual Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) goal for each school and district for the 2013-14 school year.

As always, OAA is committed to data accuracy. The combined data and AMOs are provided to DACs to review and highlight systemic issues before the data are shared publicly in Open House on the KDE website.

During Quality Control, issues may be identified and data may change. Therefore, it is important that DACs limit the discussion of data during quality control. DACs may discuss the data with local leadership and educators, but please do not discuss the information in public meetings or with the media until the data has been finalized and posted to the KDE website.

Any issues with the combined data and AMO goals must be reported to OAA by 5:00 p.m. EST on December 20 by e-mail at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov.

If you have questions about the process or did not receive Friday’s Special DAC E-Mail, please contact Rhonda Sims at rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov or the Division of Support and Research at 502-564-4394.

FINAL REVIEW OF 2012-13 NONACADEMIC DATA (DAC ACTION REQUIRED BY DECEMBER 20) (updated)
The 2012-13 Nonacademic files are available for FINAL review. The student level data had been reviewed by districts through the Infinite Campus (IC) Nonacademic State Report. In addition to the three student level files, there are two district rate level files for review. OAA will accept feedback through December 20 and final data will be produced in early January.

All five Nonacademic files can be downloaded from the KDE secure web applications site (http://apps.kde.state.ky.us/login/). Choose Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF) to access the student level data. If you are unable to access the KDE secure web applications site, check with your WAAPOC and/or the KDE Help Desk. The KDE Help Desk can be reached at (502) 564-2002 or via ketshelp@education.ky.gov.

The two district rate file names are:  (DDD is your district number.)
SD13_DDD_DAR_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Dropout, Attendance, and Retention Rates with counts used for calculation)
SD13_DDD_Transition_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Transition to Adult Life Rates with counts used for calculation)

The following three final student level files were used for rate calculation and are posted again for information purposes only.  

The final three student level file names are: (DDD is your district number.)
SD13_DDD_DROP_STU_LVL_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Students submitted as dropouts and summary counts highlighted with possible problem areas)
SD13_DDD_RETENTION_STU_LVL_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Students submitted as retentions and summary counts highlighted with possible problem areas)
SD13_DDD_Transition_STU_LVL_NonAcademic_Data.xls (Students submitted as transitions and summary counts highlighted with possible problem areas)

In the dropout, retention and transition student level files, there are two tabs at the bottom. One contains summary data and the other student level data. Values in red on the summary tab indicate a 15% shift compared to last year’s numbers.

The attached Word document provides detailed definitions of each field in all five Excel files.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Tina Logan (tina.logan@education.ky.gov) or David Curd (david.curd@education.ky.gov) at (502) 564-9853 (ext. 4740 for Tina and 4744 for David).
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