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IMPORTANT DATES 
Mar. 31-June 4:	Order Additional Test Materials (Regular and Accommodated) in PearsonAccess
Apr. 1-June 13: 	EOC Test Window #5
Apr. 14-June 6:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window #2
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	When should the DAC/BAC Certification of proper test administration forms be completed?

A:	At the close of the summative test window, KDE needs confirmation that proper testing has occurred. Building Assessment Coordinators (BACs) should complete the BAC certification form and submit to their District Assessment Coordinator (DAC). DACs will need to complete the DAC certification form and submit to KDE, no later than two weeks after completion of their district’s testing window.






SDRR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE STUDENT LISTING—2014 FOUR-YEAR AND 2013 FIVE-YEAR
Cohort listings for 2014 four-year and 2013 five-year are now available for viewing through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. This replaces the district spreadsheets provided in the past. To access, navigate to https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/. The SDRR Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Student Listing user manual can be downloaded at http://education.ky.gov/AA/DISTSUPP/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx.

At this time, the data displayed in SDRR is just for viewing purposes only, so the ability to submit change requests is not available. Currently data that is incorrect must be corrected in the local district IC. The ability to submit change requests in SDRR will be available after the end of the school year, which is July 31. This data will be refreshed once a week and any changes made between Monday and Friday will be reflected the following Monday.

For questions regarding passwords or access, contact the local district WAAPOC. DPP access will need to be set up by the WAAPOC through the DAC. To find the name of the local WAAPOC, go to http://applications.education.ky.gov/sdci/Other.aspx.

For information regarding cohort, visit the KDE web page at http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Pages/Graduation-Rate-Data.aspx.
For cohort specific questions, send an e-mail to the KDE Assessment mailbox at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov. Or to contact via phone, call Tina Logan at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4740, David Curd at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4744, or Joy Barr at (502) 564-4394, ext. 4748.

TEXT READER USER GUIDES
In the K-PREP Text Reader accommodation kit, there are 2 user guides: the teacher guide and the student user guide. It is allowable for the test administrator to open the secure kit and remove the two user guides. The guides may be used in conjunction with sample CDs prior to testing. This will allow the student and test administrator to become familiar with the actual steps required to use the text reader. For questions, contact Cindy Greer at (502) 564-4394 or cindy.greer@education.ky.gov. 

NEW DAC TRAINING
The Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators’ (KAAC) sponsored training for new District Assessment Coordinators will be held again this summer on July 30 at the Indiana Wesleyan University Louisville Education and Conference Center, 1500 Alliant Avenue, Louisville. The targeted audience is the new DAC; however, relatively inexperienced DACs may also register for the training. 

Link for Registration:
https://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1496717

ACT COMPASS® AND COMPUTER APPLICATIONS (This important time-sensitive message regarding ACT COMPASS® was sent from Dr. Holliday to Superintendents April 29, 2014)

Dear Superintendents,

Northern Kentucky University and the Kentucky Department of Education have conducted independent experiments on calculator use and ACT’s Compass® assessment. The purpose of both experiments was to determine if the use of a computer mathematical software program* or application (such as Zoom Math) on calculators approved for testing provides an unfair advantage to students taking ACT Compass®. KDE’s research document is attached.

The results of both experiments concluded that the use of mathematical software programs may not accurately measure students’ mathematical abilities and provides an unfair technical advantage to students by artificially inflating their scores. Mathematical software programs may allow students without mathematics content knowledge and skills the ability to score high enough to be placed into college credit-bearing courses, oftentimes into college algebra. Therefore, beginning immediately, all public high schools must discontinue student use of any calculators with computer mathematical software programs or applications (such as Zoom Math) for ACT Compass®. School and district staff may determine if this type of software has value for use during instruction.

Options for ACT Compass® Testing

It is the responsibility of the Test Administrator to ensure students are using the correct calculators. Violations must be reported as required by the state's Administration Code. 

To implement this policy change, there are multiple options for schools including:
1. Use the on-screen calculator provided within the ACT Compass® program;
2. Replace a programmable calculator with a non-programmable calculator;
3. Remove any mathematical software programs from calculators used for ACT Compass® testing; or
4. Suppress the program on calculators used for ACT Compass® testing. 

Note: Some approved calculators including Texas Instruments’ TI-84 Plus & TI-84 Plus Silver Edition have a Press-to-Test mode. Press-to-Test mode can be utilized to prepare calculators for exams. For specific information, please see vendors’ user manuals.

KDE does not plan to invalidate ACT Compass® scores administered to date since these mathematics programs and applications were not banned on ACT Compass®. Moving forward, however, KDE will invalidate any scores where inappropriate mathematical software programs or applications are used. 

KDE and ACT will continue to research the use of Zoom Math and similar applications on other state tests including ACT QualityCore and Pearson’s K-PREP.

The research on ACT Compass® has been given to the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE). CPE is sharing it with the 2-year and 4-year postsecondary system. They will review the studies and discuss any further action and recommendations.

*Computer mathematical software programs can be built into a calculator or can be added as an application. ACT clearly prohibits use of the TI-89 calculator that has a built-in computer software program. The applications that can be added to a calculator like Zoom Math, in essence, turn a calculator into a banned computer algebraic system. These programs allow students to simply type the equation from the question into a calculator program that, in turn, solves the problem. This, of course, affects the validity of the test.

If you have questions regarding this message, please contact the Division of Support and Research in the Office of Assessment and Accountability by phone at 502-564-4394 or by e-mail at dacinfo@education.ky.gov.


 

ACCESS FOR ELLs®/ALTERNATE ACCESS FOR ELLs® REPORTS SHIPPED (repeat)
The ACCESS for ELLs®/Alternate ACCESS for ELLs® Reports were shipped from MetriTech on April 21 and arrived in the districts to the DAC by April 25. If the DAC did not receive them, please contact Chris Williams at (502) 564-4394, ext. 4750 or by e-mail chris.williams@education.ky.gov.
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