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IMPORTANT DATES 
Mar. 31-June 4:	Order Additional Test Materials (Regular and Accommodated) in PearsonAccess
Apr. 1-June 13: 	EOC Test Window #5
Apr. 14-June 6:	Alternate K-PREP Test Window #2
June 11:	Deadline for Program Review Score Submission in Assist
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QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	What is the purpose of reviewing the 4- and 5- year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Student Listings available now in the Student Data Review and Roster (SDRR) application?

A:	The 5-year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate will be used in 2014 Unbridled Learning accountability calculations (20% of the Next-Generation Learners total score at the high school level). The 4-year Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate will be used to compare to the 2014 graduation rate goal that was released with the 4-year rates reported in the 2013 School Report Card. If a school makes its annual measurable objectives (AMO), but misses its graduation rate goal, it will be considered to have missed its AMO. Kentucky is applying for a one-year extension of its Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) waiver as offered by the United States Department of Education (USED) and has included this change for 2014 (page 55 and 86). The state's red-lined extension request (as required by USED) was submitted May 1, 2014 and can be found here.

When reviewing the 4-year rate, check to see which students did or did not graduate on time in four years with a regular high school diploma. Students who graduated on time with the regular diploma would count positively for the 4-year rate. For the 5-year rate (same cohort), please review the students that did not graduate on time for the 4-year cohort and ensure that all students who graduated during the fifth year with a regular high school diploma are listed correctly. These students would count as on time for 5-year cohort and would count positively for the 5-year rate. 

For cohort specific questions, send an e-mail to the KDE Assessment mailbox at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov. Or to contact via phone, call Tina Logan at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4740, David Curd at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4744, or Joy Barr at (502) 564-4394, ext. 4748.



REPEAT FROM DR. HOLLIDAY’S FAST FIVE
Dr. Holliday’s Fast Five on Friday, Week of May 5, 2014, included three items of particular interest to DACs. The items are State Testing is Ramping Up, ACT changes calculator guidelines for Compass tests and Next-Generation Science Standards update. Additional notes of clarification have been added to the Science Standards update.  

1. State Testing is Ramping Up
While a few districts have completed state testing, the majority of districts will begin testing in the next two weeks. KDE anticipates that all testing will be completed by early June. Your District and Building Assessment Coordinators have been working closely with the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) on preparations. OAA staff members are available to answer any questions by phone at 502-564-4394 and by e-mail at dacinfo@education.ky.gov.

OAA shares two important reminders that have been emphasized with District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) below.

1. “Getting the rosters right” in the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application is critical for BACs and DACs. Clean rosters in the spring lead to easier data review and cleanup in late summer and accurate data for public release. As trained in February, students left on rosters, after data review, without an approved non-participation or test score, will be included in reporting as a zero (0) score. The rosters communicate to OAA information for students enrolled in grades 3 through 12 including test accommodations, non-participation and accountability changes. Remember, accountability for all testing is determined from the first day of the five-day summative test window. 

1. Two regulations govern test administration and require training and adherence at the local level: 703 KAR 5:080 Administration Code for Kentucky’s Educational Assessment Program, and 703 KAR 5:070 Inclusion of Special Populations in the State Required Assessment and Accountability Programs (2009 versions). District Assessment Coordinators must report possible violations of both regulations to the allegations coordinator.

703 KAR 5:080 covers appropriate assessment practices, violations, review of secure materials and proper reporting of nonacademic indicators. The regulation guidance promotes good test security and consistent test administration. Key reminders for building staff include: follow the test schedule, actively proctor testing sessions, remain with students when secure materials are distributed, and store materials securely when not in use. 

703 KAR 5:070 outlines the accommodations permitted on state-required assessments. To be used on the state test, the permitted accommodations must address documented needs of the student and have been provided routinely during the school year. Accommodations should never provide an unfair advantage or direct students to the correct answer.

Proposed revisions to these regulations are currently making their way through the regulatory process; if approved, the revisions will impact the 2014-15 school year. The proposed revisions do not change the current reader and calculator policies.

1. ACT changes calculator guidelines for Compass tests
You may recall that recently the Kentucky Department of Education banned the use of all algebraic software programs on calculators used by students taking the ACT Compass test because the programs could give students an unfair advantage and possibly indicate a student is ready for college-level math when they are not. ACT, Inc. has now followed suit. Effective immediately, ACT is prohibiting calculators with built-in or downloaded computer algebra system functionality to be used on the Compass test. The policy affects all secondary and postsecondary institutions across the country. Please see the guidance from ACT on what is and is not allowed for Compass mathematics testing. ACT, Inc. is currently reviewing the calculator policy for its other assessments. Any questions should be directed to ACT Compass customer service at (800) 645-1992.

1. Next-Generation Science Standards update
In accordance with objectives of Senate Bill 1 (2009), it is the Kentucky Board of Education’s (KBE) and Kentucky Department of Education’s expectation that ALL grades would begin full implementation of the Next-Generation Science Standards in the 2014-15 school year. Work to do so has been underway for nearly a year in our Science Leadership Networks with that intent. Regarding testing, as directed at the board’s April meeting, the department will be taking a proposal to the KBE in June concerning science testing at the elementary and middle school levels for the 2014-15 school year. The proposal will address how to align assessment issues with the new instructional emphasis on Next-Generation Science Standards (NGSS).

Additional Notes:
1. From the Office of Assessment and Accountability: As discussed with DACs, the first testing of the new science standards is expected in 2015-16, at the earliest. The KBE conversation in June will focus on options for testing during the transition period to promote the move to NGSS. 
1. From the Office of Next-Generation Learners: In accordance, the “Core Content 4.1” will be removed from the KDE website following the end of this academic year. ALL RELEVANT STANDARDS will be contained within a single document, The Kentucky Core Academic Standards are available at: http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/docs/pages/kentucky-core-academic-standards---new.aspx 
1. Watch for more details following the June 4 KBE meeting.


KOSSA REPORTS AVAILABLE
KOSSA Test Coordinators can create KOSSA Reports through the ESESS system for 2014 results. Detailed directions on how to access these scores was sent in April 16 to the coordinators. Please contact your local KOSSA Test Coordinator for additional information.


ACT DATA INTERPRETATION AND INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT WORKSHOPS
ACT’s new Learning Management Team is offering Data Interpretation and Instructional Support Workshops across Kentucky. ACT consultants work with educators face-to-face to analyze data and identify implications for curriculum and instruction. The interactive workshop is designed to help educators improve student learning by using ACT solutions to make data-informed decisions.

See attached ACT Data Interpretation and Instructional Support pdf for workshop overview and objectives. These workshops are being offered at the locations listed below. Please use the contact information below to register for a workshop.

	Date
	Location
	Contact Name
	E-mail/Phone

	June 16
	OVEC
100 Alpine Drive
Shelbyville, KY
	Tina Tipton
	Ttipton@ovec.org
502-647-3533, ext. 266

	June 18
	WKEC
WKEC Conference Center
435 Outlet Avenue
Eddyville, KY
	Carolyn Pennington
	Carolyn.pennington@wkec.org
270-809-6966


	June 19
	SESC
G.C. Garland Building
710 N. Main Street
London, KY
	Johnda Bales
	Johnda.bales@sesccoop.org
859-625-6048

	June 20
	KEDC
904 Rose Road
Ashland, KY
	Donetta Trimble
	Donetta.trimble@kedc.org
606-928-0205









DAC/BAC CERTIFICATION OF PROPER TEST ADMINISTRATION FORMS (repeat)
At the close of the summative test window, KDE needs confirmation that proper testing has occurred. Building Assessment Coordinators (BACs) should complete the BAC certification form and submit to their District Assessment Coordinator (DAC). DACs will need to complete the DAC certification form and submit to KDE, no later than two weeks after completion of their district’s testing window.




SDRR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE STUDENT LISTING—2014 FOUR-YEAR AND 2013 FIVE-YEAR (repeat)
Cohort listings for 2014 four-year and 2013 five-year are now available for viewing through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application. This replaces the district spreadsheets provided in the past. To access, navigate to https://oaa-adc.education.ky.gov/. The SDRR Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate Student Listing user manual can be downloaded at http://education.ky.gov/AA/DISTSUPP/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx.

At this time, the data displayed in SDRR is just for viewing purposes only, so the ability to submit change requests is not available. Currently data that is incorrect must be corrected in the local district IC. The ability to submit change requests in SDRR will be available after the end of the school year, which is July 31. This data will be refreshed once a week and any changes made between Monday and Friday will be reflected the following Monday.

For questions regarding passwords or access, contact the local district WAAPOC. DPP access will need to be set up by the WAAPOC through the DAC. To find the name of the local WAAPOC, go to http://applications.education.ky.gov/sdci/Other.aspx.

For information regarding cohort, visit the KDE web page at http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Pages/Graduation-Rate-Data.aspx.

For cohort specific questions, send an e-mail to the KDE Assessment mailbox at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov. Or to contact via phone, call Tina Logan at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4740, David Curd at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4744, or Joy Barr at (502) 564-4394, ext. 4748.

TEXT READER USER GUIDES (repeat)
In the K-PREP Text Reader accommodation kit, there are 2 user guides: the teacher guide and the student user guide. It is allowable for the test administrator to open the secure kit and remove the two user guides. The guides may be used in conjunction with sample CDs prior to testing. This will allow the student and test administrator to become familiar with the actual steps required to use the text reader. For questions, contact Cindy Greer at (502) 564-4394 or cindy.greer@education.ky.gov. 

NEW DAC TRAINING (repeat)
The Kentucky Association for Assessment Coordinators’ (KAAC) sponsored training for new District Assessment Coordinators will be held again this summer on July 30 at the Indiana Wesleyan University Louisville Education and Conference Center, 1500 Alliant Avenue, Louisville. The targeted audience is the new DAC; however, relatively inexperienced DACs may also register for the training. 

Link for Registration:
https://www.regonline.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventID=1496717
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