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IMPORTANT DATES 
July 29-Aug. 20:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Ordering Application Open
Aug. 1-Sept. 12:	EOC Test Window #1
Aug. 15:	Safety Tab Under the Learning Environment Tab Closes in School Report Card (SRC)
Sept. 2:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Materials Arrive in Districts
Sept. 5:	SRC Profile, Remaining Tabs Under Learning Environment and Finance Tabs Close
Sept. 15-26:	Fall Testing Window




QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Q:	Has KDE’s calculator policy changed?

A:	Yes, KDE has updated its calculator policy to prohibit computer algebra systems, software programs or applications on tests administered as part of Kentucky’s assessment and accountability system. Please refer to the new KDE Calculator Policy attached for details. 




SDRR ADJUSTED COHORT GRADUATION RATE STUDENT LISTING—2014 FOUR-YEAR AND 2013 FIVE-YEAR
Cohort listings for 2014 four-year and 2013 five-year have been viewable through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application since early May. The data displayed in SDRR is just for viewing purposes only until the data review period in mid-August. At that point, a ticket can be submitted for any student with incorrect data.

There is a data issue that has affected some students in the cohort report. After researching the issue, KDE will soon correct and load a new data file. The Data Last Updated displayed on the SDRR Cohort menu will indicate when the data was most recently updated.
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For cohort specific questions, send an e-mail to the KDE Assessment mailbox at kdeassessment@education.ky.gov. Or to contact via phone, call Tina Logan at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4740, David Curd at (502) 564-9853, ext. 4744, or Joy Barr at (502) 564-4394, ext. 4748.


FIRST RELEASE OF 2014 K-PREP STUDENT TEST DATA (repeat of Special DAC E-Mail August 1)
On Monday, August 4, at 8:00 a.m. ET, KDE will make available individual student data electronically via PearsonAccess. This release provides results to support work with individual students in the upcoming school year and meets reporting expectations in Kentucky legislation.

Getting Ready
To access the student data, DACs must have an established account in PearsonAccess. Returning DACs will continue to use their existing accounts. New DACs that have provided OAA their contact information should have received an automatic welcome e-mail from kyhelp@Support.pearson.com to establish their accounts. DACs with problems entering PearsonAccess must contact Pearson at the e-mail above or by phone at (888) 437-1430. Pearson staff is available Monday–Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET.
If DACs wish to have school level staff access and download individual student data, DACs may set within PearsonAccess who (i.e., BACs or Principals) may use the system. Returning DACs will need to make updates if anything has changed with address, e-mail, name, telephone number or BAC staff. BACs that have left the district will need to be deleted from PearsonAccess and new BACs added. 

Data Available
Spring 2014 K-PREP individual student results, provided August 4, include: 
1. grades 3-8 Reading, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and On-Demand Writing; 
1. grades 3-8 Stanford 10 national percentiles for Reading, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies and Language Mechanics;
1. grades 10-11 On-Demand Writing; and
1. grades 3-8 and 9-12 Alternate Assessment Attainment Tasks.


ONLY students TESTED by the school and district will be in the files. Scores for students participating in the alternate assessment will also be included. The data will not indicate whether a student is accountable to the school or district based on 100 days of enrollment. Pearson files are based on tested students with a Student Response Booklet (SRB) returned for scoring. The files do not include students with a medical or extraordinary non-participation, or those with a zero score due to not completing the test. EOC results were available after testing in the Vantage System. EOC cut points for Novice, Apprentice, Proficient and Distinguished (NAPD) remain the same. 


Notifying OAA
Since the data released should include all students tested, OAA needs to be alerted if the files do not appear complete or other areas of concern are identified. For example, if a school tested 400 grade 3 students, but the file includes only 300 students, OAA staff needs to know about the discrepancy. Please contact OAA with details at the general e-mail address kdeassessment@education.ky.gov as soon as any issue is identified.


File Formats 
Data in the PearsonAccess system are posted in school listings of all students tested. School listings contain scale scores, performance levels (NAPD) and national percentiles for the Stanford 10 norm-referenced tests. The school listings are provided in two formats 1) a PDF format that is static and, 2) an Excel format that may be sorted for different looks at the data. The school listing is organized by grade (i.e., 3, 4, 5), then by student names in alphabetical order (last name first). The district listing is organized alphabetically by the name of the school. Three screen shots from PearsonAccess are attached to view the look of the system.




Data Sharing
Individual student data is provided for school and district use. The data are confidential and must be used in a manner consistent with the district’s confidentiality rules and the FERPA expectation that students’ privacy is protected. Districts and schools should handle the data provided August 4 like all other student level information used in the school and district during the school year.  

KDE does not provide state data or school/district summary data with the August 4 release. OAA cautions that self-generated summary reports from data files with only tested students will not match the 100-day accountability data and will not be accurate. Also, data will likely change during the data review period. Should your district generate summaries of your results, KDE strongly encourages you to place a local embargo on this self-generated data similar to the embargo KDE uses. KDE embargoed data are limited to school and district leadership including BACs. Embargoed data must not be discussed in public meetings or with media outlets. 

Accountability Reporting 
Accountability reporting is generated by the Office of Assessment and Accountability. The August 4 release does not reflect accountability. A data review process using SDRR will be available mid- to late August. The data review allows schools and districts to double-check individual student accountability and demographics before public reporting. 

Assistance
If you have questions about the data release, please contact the Division of Support and Research at 502-564-4394 or dacinfo@education.ky.gov or me directly by e-mail at rhonda.sims@education.ky.gov. Issues with entering PearsonAccess must be addressed directly to Pearson as described above.


ACT EXPLORE AND ACT PLAN ONLINE ORDERING APPLICATION OPEN (DAC Action Required) (date change in green) (repeat of Special DAC E-Mail July 31)
The ACT Explore and ACT Plan ordering application is now open. The online order application hosted by ACT, Inc., the same application used for ordering last year, can be accessed at https://readiness.act.org. Information and directions in the PowerPoint attachment are provided so DACs or their designee may guide input of the needed information. The application will serve as your district’s order entry for ACT Explore and ACT Plan materials for the fall 2014 administration. Districts must order both standard and extended time materials using this process. The test window for the upcoming school year will be Monday, September 15 through Friday, September 26. Please complete the online ordering application by Wednesday, August 20.


Access to the System 
Users who created accounts last year may use the same username and passwords. New users to the system will need to create a new user account. New accounts or forgotten passwords may be obtained by following the on-screen directions.

Order Quantities 
In prior years, reporting challenges and delays have occurred when test materials were provided by a district to a school for which there was no initial materials order. Therefore, KDE and ACT recommend that DACs order a minimum quantity (1-5) of test booklets for every school (including alternative programs) in their district that might potentially have students testing in the fall. This will ensure that ACT will print pre-coded headers for all schools and enable faster processing should a supplemental materials order be required at the start of the school year. 

Overages 
Do not be concerned if there is no site code for one of your schools. Once you enter order quantities for that school and KDE returns it to ACT, a site code will be established. ACT will automatically provide overages for standard time testing on the following scale: 
1-10 tests=1 extra test 
11-50 tests=3 extra tests 
51-200 tests=5 extra tests 
201-500 tests=10 extra tests 
501-1000 tests=15 extra tests 
1001+=20 extra tests 

Accommodated Testing 
The audiocassette format is no longer available for ACT Explore or ACT Plan testing. Audio DVDs are still available. 

Materials Shipments and Supplemental Ordering 
Test materials will be shipped directly to the DAC’s materials shipping address. The date materials are delivered will be determined by the delivery date (September 2) selected when the order is placed. Please plan to review quantities immediately upon receipt and ensure you have sufficient materials for each school. You will have the opportunity to order supplemental materials directly with ACT through Monday, September 15. For supplemental materials order, please plan, at minimum, 3-5 days for delivery. 
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