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IMPORTANT DATES 
Sept. 8-Oct. 10:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Rosters in SDRR Window for New Change Requests
Sept. 15-26:	Explore and Plan Fall Testing Window
Sept. 15:	Transitions Attainment Record (TAR) Training Begins 
Sept. 17:	Online Quality Control Day
Sept. 19:	ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 2015-16 Operational Test Q & A Webinar
Sept. 26:	ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Field Test Webinar



QUESTION OF THE WEEK
Q:	What is the confirmed Quality Control date?
	
A:	Quality Control is scheduled for Wednesday, September 17. The agenda for the day is as follows (all times are ET): 
1. 9:00 a.m. Webcast begins
1. 10:00 a.m. School Report Card opens for quality control work
1. 12:00 noon Update Webcast

Any participating DACs are expected to watch the live webcast for details on the quality control process.  The webcast can be accessed using the KDE Media Portal 
http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/watch-live/.

The secure School Report Card is accessible through the Web Applications login here. When in the site, select School Report Card (SECURE).  Prior to Wednesday, please contact your District Web Application Administrator Point of Contact (WAAPOC) to make sure that you have access to the secure School Report Card.

At noon a second live webcast will begin using the KDE Media Portal http://mediaportal.education.ky.gov/watch-live/.  During this webcast any systemic issues discovered during the morning will be shared.

A Special DAC E-mail will be sent prior to Quality Control opening containing specific information related to assist with the Quality Control process.

The attached nondisclosure for Quality Control data should signed by anyone access to the data.  The signed formed should be scanned and e-mailed to Teresa.King@education.ky.gov. 




ONLINE QUALITY CONTROL DAY INFORMATION (repeat)
KDE has tentatively established September 17 for the online QC Day. The activities will be managed via webcast and online.  

In anticipation of the QC review of the Assessment, Accountability and Delivery tabs of the 2013-14 School Report Card (SRC), there are two topics of which DACs should be aware: 

1. New Baselines – a new set of 2012-13 baseline Overall Scores and 2013-14 AMO goals were sent to DACs in December 2013. The spreadsheet was also posted on the KDE Open House website, under the Supplemental Data section and Accountability tab at: http://openhouse.education.ky.gov/Data. The new baselines took the 2012-13 scores from Next-Generation Learners and added the Program Review scores (i.e., Arts and Humanities, Practical Living/Career Studies and Writing). By adding the Program Review Scores, the Overall Scores, AMO targets and the percentile distribution did change; Program Reviews add up to 23 points in the accountability model. The spreadsheet is also attached.



The newly 2013-14 SRC will ONLY include 2012-13 and 2013-14 Overall Scores, AMO targets and Percentiles based on the new combined scores of Next-Generation Learners and the Program Reviews. Since the new SRC will not show trend data back to only the Next-Generation Learners scores (i.e., September 2013 SRC release) it should help with explaining the scores to the public. Below are the locked Overall Accountability Cut Scores that were provided in December 2013 and located on the third tab of the spreadsheet. The cut scores were set after combining Next-Generation Learners and Program Reviews and using the percentile cuts (i.e. 70th percentile equals Proficient). The baseline scores set in the fall 2013 using the 2012-13 data reset all schools to a normal distribution; however the Cut Scores are locked at that point and any gains made in the 2013-14 school year will allow all schools that reach the Cut Score to be proficient or distinguished. Theoretically, as in the past, 100% of schools could achieve the proficient/distinguished Cut Score due to the locked score.
[image: ]
When you make your charts and graphs just be sure to use the data in the new 2013-14 School Report Card. It provides an “apples to apples” comparison. Districts should not compare new 2013-14 scores back to scores generated from the Next- Generation Learners component only – this is a new baseline. Attached is a SRC sample showing the 2013 Accountability Profile page and the new 2014 Accountability Profile, so DACs can see the change. 




1. Suppression Rules – the United States Department of Education (USED) has directed KDE to make adjustments to the SRC in order to suppress data that might inadvertently release an individual student score to the public. In order to comply with FERPA and the USED direction, this year’s SRC will show all n-counts (number of students), but may have to suppress the Novice, Apprentice, Proficient and Distinguished (NAPD) distributions associated with some scores. This will mainly impact small school’s disaggregated data.  See attached for a sample of suppressed NAPD scores. 



AUGUST 2014 KDE CALCULATOR POLICY REMINDER 
The August 2014 KDE Calculator Policy is in effect for the fall 2014 state assessments (ACT PLAN, ACT EXPLORE and ACT QualityCore End-of-Course assessments). 

The August 2014 KDE Calculator Policy states that “students shall not use any calculators with (1) active computer algebraic systems (CAS), (2) software programs or (3) applications.” (Numbers and italics were added for emphasis.) Therefore, under this policy, all applications and programs must be disabled or removed from calculators before testing. Students will be left with the functionalities of the allowable calculator without applications or programs; this includes pre-loaded and uploaded programs and applications. 

According to the August 2014 KDE Calculator Policy, students can use the press-to-test mode during state assessments to disable all programs and applications, if this feature is available. If the calculator does not have a press-to-test mode then the calculator should be cleared of all programs and applications by resetting the calculator or removing all programs and applications. Calculators should be checked to make sure that they are in press-to-test mode or that all programs and applications have been removed before testing to avoid possible allegations.

KDE continuously monitors the efficiency of all policies and will provide further revision or clarification of the calculator policy if needed.


DROPOUT GUIDELINES – NOW AVAILABLE
The 2014-15 Dropout Guidelines (2013-14 school year) is now available for download from the KDE web page: http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Pages/DropoutData.aspx. Detailed instructions for running the report and reviewing the dropout data can be found in Appendix A of the guidelines. The Dropout Report is under the KY State Reporting list in the local district edition of Infinite Campus. There is one issue with the report that does not affect the data as long as the calendar is left defaulted to active year 2014-15 (see picture below). Infinite Campus is aware of the issue and at this time we are not sure when they will resolve this. In the meantime, leave the active year set to 14-15 on the screen and the report pulls data correctly from the 13-14 school year. Make sure the file that you export contains only 2013-14 dropouts. 

If you have questions, contact David Curd at david.curd@education.ky.gov or Tina Logan at tina.logan@education.ky.gov, by e-mail, phone (502) 564-9853 (ext. 4744 for David and 4740 for Tina) or via Lync.
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ACCESS FOR ELLS® 2.0 WEBINARS
To help prepare educators for the transition to the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 online assessment that will be operational in the 2015-16 school year, WIDA has scheduled the following two webinars:

September 19
Topic: ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Operational Test Q & A Webinar
Time: 3:00pm CST 
Weblink: https://meetings.webex.com/collabs/#/meetings/detail?uuid=M3A92DDLNI0SJ3L2C9ASEISCKX-ADER&rnd=294484.48468
Audio Connection: 1-650-479-3207
Meeting Number: 190 048 358
Purpose: to provide a brief overview of the online ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 operational test and provide an opportunity for district staff to ask questions. The online test will become operational in the 2015-16 school year. 

Note: WIDA encourages participants to watch the new ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Overview Webinar Recording (http://assetsproject.org/implementation/operational.aspx#testPrep) prior to the September 19 Q & A webinar.

September 26
Topic: ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Field Test Webinar
Time: 3:00pm CST
Weblink: https://meetings.webex.com/collabs/#/meetings/detail?uuid=M2KTZA464VMC56UOQPYO6XFL5S-ADER&rnd=733430.62233 

Audio Connection: 1-650-479-3207
Meeting Number: 194 517 845

Purpose: Kentucky will be participating in 2015 ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Field Test for the listening domain between December 2014 and April 2015. More information will be available in next week’s Monday DAC E-mail for districts registering for ACCESS 2.0 Field Test.



Both webinars will also be recorded and posted to the WIDA/ASSETS Project website. For any questions or for more information contact Meredith Alt, ASSETS Project Manager at WIDA, at mlalt@wisc.edu


TRANSITION ATTAINMENT RECORD TRAINING
The online training for the Transition Attainment Record (TAR) is now available. The TAR is an assessment checklist completed by the ARC or transition committee for students in grades 8, 10 and 11 only.  The TAR aligns with the state mandated grade 8 Explore, grade 10 Plan and grade 11 ACT. The TAR can also be provided to any grade 12 or grade 14 students who did not meet benchmark on the TAR at grade 11. The TAR training will close May 29, 2015.

To access the TAR document:
1. At the beginning of the TAR quiz, list the grade(s) that you have students enrolled in: 8, 10, 11; if you have more than one grade then select all that apply. If you plan to test a grade 12 or grade 14 student, select the grade 11 TAR document.
1. Once you complete the TAR quiz and submit, if a passing score is received you should now go back to the log in page. Under Teacher Tools, you should see a link titled Transition Attainment Record; click there to download the documents for the grades you requested.

Access the link below and scroll down the page to locate the TAR trainings. 

http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/kprep/Pages/AltTrainings.aspx

The 2014-15 version of the TAR Administration Guide is provided below. 




If you have additional questions regarding the completion of the TAR contact Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-4394.


SDRR OPENS FOR ACT EXPLORE AND ACT PLAN ROSTERS (repeat)
The Student Detail Review and Rosters (SDRR) application is open September 8-October 10 for ACT Explore and ACT Plan rosters. Student level changes must be requested by 5:00 p.m. ET October 10. 

The SDRR manual and recorded training videos are available at http://education.ky.gov/AA/DISTSUPP/Pages/Student-Data-Review-and-Reporting.aspx.

Announcement in SDRR
For rosters ONLY - If there are any questions or issues related to the Infinite Campus data that is being displayed in SDRR (Name, Grade, SSID, Date of Birth, Gender, Race/Ethnicity, Lunch status, IEP status, or EL/LEP status) the first step is to run the LEP extract, IDEA Dec. 1 count extract, and/or FRAM Eligibility Report (See screenshots below.) to identify problems that can be corrected in IC (changes made in IC should appear in SDRR the following day). If additional assistance is needed or if you are unable to add a student with the correct SSID, e-mail the Enterprise Data-KSIS team at: kdedatarequest@education.ky.gov providing detailed information. 

If there is a question about assessment policies or procedures, please e-mail dacinfo@education.ky.gov. 

If there are SDRR log in issues, contact your district WAAPOC.

To report application errors (bugs), e-mail ketshelp@education.ky.gov  or call (866) 538-7435.

For other issues not covered above, e-mail KDEAssessment@education.ky.gov. 



10 | Page

FRAM Eligibility Report
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LEP Extract and IDEA Dec. 1 Count Extract 
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NEW TRAINING NOW AVAILABLE FOR COLLEGE PLACEMENT EXAMS (repeat)
Trainings are now available on Kentucky’s college placement exams, ACT Compass and KYOTE.  The trainings available include:

Compass
Compass Update Training—This training is available for all previously trained Compass administration staff.
Compass On-Demand Training Series—These PowerPoint presentations with voiceover are available for all new personnel to Compass administration. The Introduction to Compass On Demand Trainings Series and Administering Compass On Demand Training are mandatory prior to any test administration.

These Compass trainings and other resources are available at, http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/Pages/COMPASS.aspx.  

KYOTE
KYOTE Training: The People—This presentation includes information on staff roles during KYOTE administration.
KYOTE Training: The Policies—This presentation includes an overview of the KYOTE policies in place for KYOTE administration.
KYOTE Training: The Writing Exam—New this year is a presentation specifically for schools that wish to administer the KYOTE Writing Exam. The newest version of the KYOTE User Guide is also available. 

These KYOTE trainings and other resources are available at, http://education.ky.gov/AA/Assessments/Pages/KYOTE.aspx.

COHORT GRADUATION RATE (repeat)
OAA staff is currently processing approved SDRR cohort data change review requests.  Updated cohort lists and adjusted cohort graduation rates for 2013 5-year and 2014 4-year will be available on QC day that is tentatively scheduled for September 17th.  This day will be the last review before final 2013 5-year and 2014 4-year and adjusted cohort graduation rates will be created and released.

UPCOMING KAAC CONFERENCE (repeat)
Register Now! The 2014 Scott Trimble Workshop on Instruction and Assessment is almost here. Join us in Louisville at the Galt House on October 20-21. The theme this year is "Bridging the Achievement Gap: College and Career Readiness for All"

This workshop is designed for teachers, building assessment coordinators, district assessment coordinators, school and district administrators, and higher education personnel. Please make plans to attend.

REGISTRATION FEES
1. Early Registration - $175 through September 20 
1. Regular Registration - $200 September 21- October 8
1. Pre-Workshop Sessions - $75 
2. Pre-Workshop Sessions - 8 a.m. - 10:45 a.m., Monday, October 20
Hotel reservations may be made at https://resweb.passkey.com/go/KAAC14


ALTERNATE ASSESSMENT STUDENTS MARKED BLIND/VISUALLY IMPAIRED (VI) OR DEAF-BLIND ON IEP (DAC Action Required) (repeat)
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) will provide tactically-enhanced supplemental materials (e.g., maps, graphs) for the Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks for students who have visual impairments. KDE must verify that the student has VI or deaf-blind marked on their Individualized Education Program (IEP). If a student in your district would qualify for these materials, please complete the following tasks:

1. Verify in the IEP that VI or deaf-blind has been clearly marked in a current IEP and the student is identified as participating in Kentucky’s Alternate Assessment.
1. Submit the student’s first and last name, SSID, grade, school, and district to Kevin O’Hair at kevin.ohair@education.ky.gov. 

	NAME (first and last)
	SSID
	Grade
	School
	District

	
	
	
	
	



All submissions must be made to Kevin O’Hair no later than Wednesday, September 24 in order to receive these tactically-enhanced materials for the first Alternate K-PREP Attainment Tasks window. Late submissions will not receive these materials for test window 1.
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