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September 29, 2014

IMPORTANT DATES 
Sept. 8-Oct. 10:	ACT Explore and ACT Plan Rosters in SDRR Window for New Change Requests
Sept. 29:	DAC Receives ACT Test Center Establishment Overview E-Mail
High School Principals Receive ACT Test Center Establishment Packets (Week of September 29)
Sept. 29-Nov. 14:	EOC Test Window #2
Sept. 30:	WorkKeys Webinar
Oct. 1:	Embargoed Final Assessment and Accountability Data Opens at 9 a.m.
Oct. 1-Nov. 1:	Verification of Dropouts and Dropout Data
Oct. 3:	2014 Public Reporting of Assessment and Accountability Data at 12:01 a.m.
Oct. 3-13:	Data Review for 2014 Public Reporting (tentative)
Oct. 6:	High School Principals Receive E-Mail to Appoint ACT Test Coordinator
Nov. 3:	Dropout Data Extracted from Infinite Campus




QUESTION OF THE WEEK 
Q:	Can the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) provide an update on the data changes after Quality Control Day?

A:	OAA thanks District Assessment Coordinators (DACs) and those assisting them locally with the online QC Day. The work done on September 17 again met the QC Day goal by identifying data issues that impact public reporting. The Special DAC E-Mail (from Pam Powers) sent at the end of QC Day outlined four systemic issues identified through the Data Discrepancy Reports. 

These issues did change district and school preliminary data reports:

1. End-of-Course Rosters – The largest systemic issue that could potentially impact ALL high schools is that requested changes to EOC rosters were not consistently applied. Since EOC scores impact several components of the accountability system, changes could be widespread in the high school reports. 

1. Focus Label – Issues have been detected on the application of the focus label. Additional schools and districts may be labeled as focus that were not labeled on QC Day.

1. College/Career Readiness – Requested changes to CCR through the Student Data Review and Rosters (SDRR) application were not consistently applied. This means some schools will have changes to their CCR.

1. Graduation Rate – Issues were found in the 4-year and 5-year cohort data. Changes will be made to a few schools/districts’ Graduation Rate. 

Note: Upon review of the calculation process, changes to the Graduation Rate impacted more schools and districts than originally thought. Several factors contributed to the changes with the Graduation Rate.

1. Foreign exchange students previously listed as dropouts and graduates were moved to the verified transfer list. 
1. Alternative High School Diplomas or GEDs listed as on-time were changed to not on-time; since these completion methods are not federally recognized as a regular diploma.
1. Some dropouts were incorrectly coded to the state when they had a prior dropout that was less than 30 days in a different school or year. 

The table below provides a summary of the changes since QC Day for schools and districts, listing both positive and negative impact. 

	CHANGES SINCE QUALITY CONTROL DAY

	Element
	Schools
	Districts

	
	Changes
	Positive
	Negative
	Changes
	Positive
	Negative

	Overall Score
	158
	92
	66
	68
	39
	29

	Percentile
	96
	56
	40
	33
	18
	15

	Classification 
	20
	19
	1
	12
	11
	1

	Rewards and Assistance Category
	24
	6
	18
	8
	4
	4

	Participation Rate
	6
	6
	0
	2
	2
	0

	Graduation Rate (4 yr.) 
	154
	131
	23
	110
	94
	16

	Graduation Rate (4 yr.) Target Met
	15
	14
	1
	13
	12
	1

	Graduation Rate (5 yr.) 
	164
	67
	97
	124
	55
	69



[bookmark: _GoBack]DACs will receive a courtesy e-mail if their district or schools had a change of Classification or Rewards/Assistance labels. The 1 district and 1 school with a negative classification change will receive a phone call from OAA.  When the SRC opens on October 1, OAA will update the summary and student level data QC Day spreadsheets. Additionally, a new spreadsheet will be provided with the details of the after QC changes. These spreadsheets will be posted to the KDE web application under Student Data Detail. 


EMBARGOED DATA AVAILABLE OCTOBER 1
The final assessment, accountability and delivery data for 2014 public release will be made available to districts and schools in the School Report Card (SRC) on October 1 at 9:00 a.m. ET. Superintendents, DACs and Principals will have access to the SRC, but the data are embargoed until Friday, October 3 at 12:01 a.m. ET when the SRC website is released publicly. 

At the same time as the release of the SRC, updated spreadsheets will be available for download from the KDE secure web application. These are updated versions of the spreadsheets DACs received on Quality Control Day. The updated files will include College/Career Readiness, Graduation Rates, Student Listings and Summary. Also, a spreadsheet will be provided that provides a summary and details on your district/school data changes after QC Day.

The secure School Report Card and updated spreadsheets will be accessible through the Web Applications login. When in the site, select School Report Card (SECURE) or Student Data Detail (Excel and PDF). Access is automatic for Superintendents, DACs and Principals who have been correctly identified in their role group in People Manager.

During an embargo, district and school staff may discuss the data; however, data cannot be shared in public meetings or by the media. District and school leadership may talk with media that agree to abide by the embargo. During any discussion with staff, please emphasize the data are embargoed. OAA recommends DACs and Principals ask colleagues discussing the data to read and sign a nondisclosure form to emphasize the embargo. DACs should keep signed forms on file at the district office for one year. An appropriate form is available here.


ACT EXPLORE AND ACT PLAN TESTING
A limited number of DACs have contacted the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) with notification that students in their district have been exposed to ACT Explore or ACT Plan test items during practice testing. Staff in the Office of Assessment and Accountability (OAA) is collecting information to determine the amount and type of exposure of test items and forms. Various options will be discussed including analysis of students’ scores to determine impact. KDE will be working with ACT and our psychometric staff to determine the best path to take. This situation is NOT considered a Code of Ethics issue but a technical problem with forms and items; administrators and teachers should be assured they are not in trouble due to the form problem. Although testing has completed, should this issue arise, please contact OAA for further instructions.

Please continue with the return of materials as you would normally. All used ACT Explore and ACT Plan test books should be retained at the schools in a secure manner to be returned to the students with their Individual Student Reports. Any remaining, unused test books are proprietary materials and while it is not necessary to return them to ACT, they should be destroyed in a secure manner. For more information on the disposition of materials, please refer to the ACT District Assessment Coordinator’s Guide.


WORKKEYS WEBINAR SEPTEMBER 30
Testing Notice #1 was sent to all WorkKeys Coordinators last week. It has been posted to the KDE website, http://education.ky.gov/CTE/Documents/KDE%20WorkKeys%20Testing%20Notice%202014-09-23.pdf. On Tuesday, September 30 from 3:00-4:00 p.m. ET, there will be an ACT WorkKeys “Program Overview” Webinar. Registration information is included in the Testing Notice #1. It will be recorded and posted on the KDE WorkKeys webpage: http://education.ky.gov/CTE/Pages/ACT-WorkKeys.aspx.


DROPOUT GUIDELINES – NOW AVAILABLE (Update/Repeat)
NOTE: When running the Dropout report and producing a list for the 2012-13 school year, go back and make certain the report is set to the Active Year (2014-15). Even though the Dropout report shows 2014-15 under Active Year, it is pulling data from the 2013-14 school year.

The 2014-15 Dropout Guidelines (2013-14 school year) is now available for download from the KDE web page: http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Pages/DropoutData.aspx. Detailed instructions for running the report and reviewing the dropout data can be found in Appendix A of the guidelines. The Dropout Report is under the KY State Reporting list in the local district edition of Infinite Campus. There is one issue with the report that does not affect the data as long as the calendar is left defaulted to active year 2014-15 (see picture below). Infinite Campus is aware of the issue and at this time we are not sure, when they will resolve this. In the meantime, leave the Active Year set to 2014-15 on the screen and the report pulls data correctly from the 2013-14 school year. Make sure the file that you export contains only 2013-14 dropouts. 

If you have questions, contact David Curd at david.curd@education.ky.gov or Tina Logan at tina.logan@education.ky.gov, by e-mail, phone (502) 564-9853 (ext. 4744 for David and 4740 for Tina) or via Lync.


[image: ]



QUALITY CONTROL DAY DATA ISSUES HIGHLIGHTS (repeat)
Due to the work of District Assessment Coordinators at the online Quality Control Day, September 17, several issues were found that will help improve the data for the School Report Card. The Quality Control Day worked exactly as planned—the careful review helping find systemic issues.

Systemic Issues Found—Changes Expected to SRC

As DACs worked through the data and submitted Data Discrepancy Reports, four systemic issues have been identified.
1. End-of Course Rosters—The largest systemic issue that could potentially impact ALL high schools is that requested changes to EOC rosters were not consistently applied. Since EOC scores impact several components of the accountability system, changes could be widespread in the high school reports. Expect Changes.
1. Focus Label—Issues have been detected on the application of the focus label. Additional schools/districts may be labeled as focus that are not currently labeled. Anyone with a school level change to state classification will be contacted by OAA.
1. College/Career Readiness-Requested changed to CCR through SDRR were not consistently applied. This means some schools will have changes to their CCR.
1. Graduation Rate—Issues were found in the 4-year and 5-year cohort data. Changes will be made to a few schools/districts’ graduation rates.

*As a reminder, the data shared for Quality Control are preliminary and subject to change. Now that these issues have been identified, it is highly likely some schools/districts data will change. It is critical to maintain security of this very preliminary data.

Errors Identified On the SRC
Footers—DACs have identified several footers that need to be updated.

Profile Data—The majority of the Data Discrepancy Reports received so far have included requests to update profile data (i.e., principal name and SBDM members).

General Points of Clarity
Throughout the day, several questions arose on the same topic. These topics were also discussed at the noon live broadcast.

2013 Learners Percentile Rank—The 2013 percentile in the 2013-14 SRC is based on the percentile rank from December when the Next-Generation Learners and Program Review data were combined. Only this updated percentile rank is comparable to the 2014 percentiles. The percentiles were used to set the cut points in December (Open House spreadsheet), but the individual percentiles were not reported at that time to avoid confusion.

Data Work after 2013 Reporting—After the 2013 Public Release, there was a 10-day Data Review period for data clean-up. Individual student changes were applied as were student rescores. The changes were applied in December and share in the Open House spreadsheets. The 2013 data currently appears in the 2013-14 SRC. Reminder: There will be a 2014 Data Review period, tentatively scheduled for October 3-13.

Exiting Focus—In order to exit the Focus Schools category, those schools in the non-duplicated student gap group category will need to be above the lowest 10 percent category, show improvement and meet their AMO goals for two consecutive years. Those Focus Schools in the third standard deviation category must have the individual subgroup that triggers the school’s placement in the category rise above the third standard deviation cut score, show improvement and meet their AMO for two consecutive years. Those schools in the category due to graduation rate will have a graduation rate higher than 70 percent and meet their AMO goals for two consecutive years. Schools may have increased the Focus Group’s score; however, missing the AMO means the schools stays in Focus status.

ACT TEST SITE ESTABLISHMENT PROCESS TO BEGIN (repeat) 
As shared in a previous DAC E-Mail on September 2, ACT is changing the way it collects testing staff and school information for test site establishment. In an effort to align processes more consistently across ACT products, schools will be asked to provide one primary contact, the Test Coordinator (TC) for the 2015 ACT Spring testing. The Test Coordinator will be the only staff person who will complete a Staff Profile Form and will also submit school information. Back-up coordinators and test accommodations coordinators (TAC) will no longer submit profiles, but will need to be identified to assist the TC with testing activities.

The Establishment Process will begin this week. The week of September 29, the DAC will receive an e-mail with information about how their high school(s) will establish as a test site for the ACT in March 2015. The school principal or acting principal will first receive a package with materials needed for establishment that same week of September 29. A Checklist of Dates, copies of the administration manuals, information about requesting ACT-Approved Accommodations and a training memo will be included with this package to the principal. The Checklist shows deadlines to meet and key activities in preparation for testing. On October 6, an e-mail will be sent to principals asking them to appoint a qualified individual to serve in the role of Test Coordinator. It is important that the Principal respond quickly once they receive the e-mail and materials.

All key testing staff is still expected to attend one of the in-person test administration training sessions scheduled later in the fall, or access the webcast, provided as a link to the TC and posted to the ACT page of the KDE website.

Back-up test coordinators and test accommodations coordinators may download test administration materials and training resources from a link ACT will provide the test coordinator. Links will also be posted on the KDE website. The TC will be the person responsible for coordinating all test administration activities, the receipt and secure storage of all test materials (standard time and accommodations), and making sure all information provided by ACT is shared with the appropriate testing staff at the school.
For accommodations, the TAC (if someone other than the TC) at the school will be responsible for requesting ACT-Approved Accommodations or assisting the TC with completing applications and submitting required documentation. To order State-Allowed Accommodations materials, the TC will receive information with instructions on how to submit needed quantities of State-Allowed materials online.

Please refer to the Back to School Fall training on College and Career Readiness for more information.

ACCESS FOR ELLS® 2.0 ONLINE FIELD TESTING (repeat) 
All districts in Kentucky will be participating this year in the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 online field testing of the listening domain; other domains are optional. Instructions for accessing and using the database will be posted on the Field Test website (www.wida.us/2.0/FT). As new features are enabled, the instructions will be updated to support this more streamlined process of administering Field Tests.

One of the benefits for districts field testing the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 is that any district that has two years of ACCESS for ELLs test data will receive a copy of the ACCESS for ELLs Growth Report for free. Attached below is additional information for the ACCESS or ELLs 2.0 Online Field Test.

For more information regarding the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Field Test, please visit the Field Test website above. For district registration for the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Online Field Test or any questions please contact Alex Bauer at asbauer@wisc.edu or (608) 265-0601.
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