
Role of Speaker:  
DA=District 
Administrator, 
SA=School 
Administrator, 
T=Teacher,         
S3=School Support 
Services,                       
SB= School Board, 
S=Student,                 
P=Parent,              
C=Community 
Member, 
L=Legislator,                         
K= K Group,                     
CP=College Professor

What do you expect 
from our schools?

What school 
characteristics are most 
important?

How should we 
measure school 
success?

How do we ensure all 
schools are successful?

How should 
we celebrate 
school 
success?

Miscellaneous Comments, 
Questions

Pruitt's Response

Consultant to create citizens that are 
thriving, 

P.E., school nurses, areas 
that are safe for all children.

Have an eye on school 
health, whole child model 
as is in program review,

Health improvement 
standards in school 
improvement plans is needed.  
Support emotional, social, 
physical health of students 
and staff.  

Students needs aren't being met 
either physically and/or academically. 
Whole child and what success looks 
like - support emotional, social. 
Physical, needs of children and adults 
Healthy kids learn better but how do 
we address that.

S3: Lexington a school nurse in every 
school & monitoring for 
chronic health conditions 
in Ss. Monitoring of 
students' various needs.  

attendance, test scores 
up with healthy kids and 
all positive things improve 
with school nurses.

We want your child to get better care 
while in school.



P and SL interpreter proper services for deaf 
Ss.  Ss need interpretive 
services daily, not once 
or twice a week.

Language access will allow 
success in life.

Want to be an ally with educators to 
improve lives of kids

preaching to the choir - 
Ky school of blind and 
deaf "are my schools" 
We are going to work 
hard and closely with 
deaf community to make 
sure to create culture of 
success.

L = Perry Co Judge 
Exec.

put value back on trade 
based education.  
College ed does not fit 
everyone.

Define trades based ed 
as a measure of success 
too.

CM - Substitute 
Teacher

What do you do with 
school absenteeism, the 
disenfranchised kids?

Entrepeneurship is the 
future, if we have funding or 
staff.  Need oversight of 
transition periods. Bell curve 
of students in middle are 
getting lost. - Breakdown 
between schools and 
community - innovative 
business people aren't 
being able to give input 
and/or help.  Make a 
connection with ed 
communtiy and business 
comm.

There is a breakdown between what 
the school is doing and the 
community is doing.  Politicians on 
one side, educators on another.  
Need businesspeople to be the 
connector.  Disconnect & haphazard 
attempts to listen to one another & do 
"rubber hits the road"  type stuff. 
Hungry students can't learn - this is 
also a problem.  



P, S3 (dyslexic kids, 
IDEA Institute), KY 
chapter of IDA

The gap groups, F & R, 
identified disabilities, and 
those differently abled but 
not identified, including 
African American....all 
need to move and 
progress.  Gap groups as 
well as all other children 
need to move

The list:  preschool 
readiness, k-3 teachers 
need to be "magicians" to 
fix.

One thing is K-3 
interventionist, this person 
needs to inform how to 
improve the literacy & 
numeracy skills of those kids.  
Including the  20% who are 
dyslexic.  Once they are 
behind in HS, there is no 
closing the gap. K-3 
Interventionist to improve 
skills of those students who 
are not making it.

Everyway we 
can and every 
child that 
improves be 
celebrated..Eve
ry way, every 
Ss who makes 
improvmeent 
needs 
celebrate.

States only 49% of F & R are "Ready 
Graduates". Crisis and hardship in 
coal fields - only 49% of free/reduced 
lunch succeed.  

 S3 = FRySC Floyd Schools are inviting for 
parents and community 
members.

vision, hearing, dental 
screening to help kids be 
healthy. 

Help community be a part of 
the school, to be a part of the 
educational climate of the 
school.

addiction & grandparents raising kids

T = Perry Co HS Remedial classes in HS 
to help be CCR. Get 
every child in KY College 
and Career Ready.  

Homeless liasion or social workers 
around the clock to help with 
homeless and hungry 
kids...sometimes kids live aloneGet 
into a partnership with colleges to 
help for college ready.  We need 
resources for homeless.

S:  ARI SVT: Lee 
County

Will students get to give input? Student Advisory team 
will expand to help 
inform Pruitt's decisions.  
He has a committe that 
he listens to about this.



S: ARI SVT Owsley 
Co

School districts should 
not be compared to one 
another, cause some are 
poorer than others.

Will district comparisons be 
eliminated?

One thing he does not 
like is the ranking thing.  
We should not compare 
to each other, but rather 
to a standard.  He is not 
a fan of comparing 
districts, but rather, this 
is what we hope all 
districts aspire to be.  ----
Archery story----Help 
each other find the 
target.

S: ARI SVT Owsley Student interests and 
success.

Student strengths, will 
there be extra funding for 
arts & humanities

He hopes we see 
funding cause budget is 
unclear.  A lot is decided 
at the local level.  If we 
do accountability well, 
instead of giving extra 
credit for career 
pathways, that we just 
expect them to do that 
and also leave kids in 
those arts & humanities 
classes, rather than 
pulling  them out for 
math and reading.   
Educate all parts of 
child, not just some 
parts. Expect to offer 
career pathways.  Stop 
pulling students from 
other subjects to give 
more time for math and 
reading



C, "Hazard and Perry 
County Wellness 
Commission"

gamification can engage 
kids, those tools and 
strategies for 
games'organization that will 
apply to real life 
engagement and 
accomplishment

Farm to school programs and 
increased Physical education.  
Gaming as a pathway to encourage 
student engagement.  We need 
better nutrition, increased physEd in 
schools.



S: ARI SVT:  Lee 
County

The House and Senate have not 
agreed on a budget. How will that 
effect me as a student?

Great question, and no 
one has exact answer to 
that.  I have only been 
here since Oct.  My 
understanding is that if a 
budget is not reached, 
we have to do a special 
session.  I do know that 
there have been times in 
history that that has 
happened.  If there is 
not a budget, at some 
point, you only have 
govt. that is essential.  
How will it affect you 
directly  It depends on 
who makes decision 
about budget.  There 
are many unknowns.  If 
we stay with last years 
budget, you will see little 
change.  If we see cuts 
that are proposed, some 
of the funding formula 
remains the same, but 
you might see reduction 
in reading teachers, 
school resource 
teachers, there are 
several programs.  Right 
now we are waiting to 
see, we are in limbo.  



S: ARI SVT from Lee 
County

Will there be 
opportunities for students 
to collaborate to ensure 
that opportunities are 
equal for all students.  

Will there be opportunites for 
students in Lee Co to collaborate and 
ensure equal opportunities for all 
students?

Should always be that 
opportunity.  What kind 
of programs do you 
mean?  She replied, 
"Like band, music."  
Pruitt replies that 
responsibility is with 
principals, BOE, and 
students should use 
their voice and say, we 
actually want to tell you 
our opinions.  OUr 
students are starting to 
realizing that they can 
take charge of their 
education.  Principals 
need reminded from 
students that you want 
to have a say in things. 

S: ARI SVT from 
Owsley Co.

So many students want 
an art class.  Do you see 
better budgeting for the 
arts?

Do you see better budgetting for art in 
the schools in the future?

Sometimes it is a 
decision and its tough, 
and our principals have 
to make hard decisions.  
The new system 
expects STEM, WL, A & 
H, and what I hope 
comes out of this is 
Visual Arts have to be 
part of us education the 
whole child. It will make 
it a priority.

T = Art, Hazard Ind. Put in Just Win as 
philosophy for education.

How will you include arts 
education in discipline 
specific ed?



DA: Primary Head 
Start

For our schools to be on 
same page & recognize 
they are our children, we 
are on the same team. 
Schools statewide on 
same page/same team 
working together.  Get all 
educators on the same 
board with correct data 
and information.  

All educators need to be 
on the same page, and 
be able to access correct 
data, so the child's profile 
is as accurate as 
possible, esp as regards 
primary & HS programs.

She works with Leslie, Knott, Perry, 
Jenkins & they have met together to 
let headstart teachers do the same 
assessment on incoming children.  
She states "Parents are primary 
educators, but they come from 
different circumstances."  Financial 
concerns are a barrier for parent 
involvement.  Extended family raising 
children also needs involved.  Sports 
and academics need a level valued, 
playing field.  Turf is not as important 
as textbooks in a classroom.  More 
academic focused.  Headstart is 
valuable, and needs to be 
recognized.  Headstart needs also to 
be assessed at the end of the school 
year, not 30 days after they start K.  
That way scores will be more 
accurate.  Getting parents involved in 
school activities  - keep in back of our 
mind that if physical needs aren't 
being met, parents struggle to focus 
on school success for their children.  
Sports and academics need to be 
valued differently.  Kids can play on 
the grass and spend money on 
textbooks and academic pursuits 
rather than sports.  Get students 
assessment at the end of the school 
year rather than 30 days after start of 
school start for Kindergarten.



T:  Chemistry in 
Letcher Co.

We must treat the whole 
child. Have a relationship 
with student to have an 
impact on them. 
Cramming a bunch of 
content down their throat 
doesn't teach them.

treating the whole child, 
making an impact on 
each kid, Ss should feel 
that people care about 
them.  She is frustrated 
with the one test only in 
Biology for science.  She 
feels measuring stick for 
EOC is low.   ACT is one 
test, and you can't 
measure student success 
from one test.  NGSS 
reveal that science has 
been shortchanged in the 
middle school...kids go to 
HS and have no 
experience.  She would 
like to see that attitude 
change. 

We have to make accountability 
match with what we want from 
students...the productive struggle. 
Science has been short changed in 
elementary schools.  Students need 
to Face barriers and struggle in order 
grow.

I agree

SA: CTE coordinator 
at HS, teaches 
Business

CCR, did not meet 
benchmark, feels WIN 
program is 
beneficial...still, at the 
end, had some kids who 
would not meet 
benchmark.  Then, got 
kids ready for WorkKeys 
test.  The problem is:  
kids need more CTE 
courses to be enrolled in 
KOSSA.  She would like 
to be sure all kids have 
opportunity to succeed.  
WorkKeys was a valuable 
program, and now we 
have Kyote?  

Give students an 
opportunity to succeed.



DA: Hazard Ind. We will offer students a 
world competitive 
education.  Prepare kids 
to compete nationally and 
internationally.  We can't 
do that without looking 
beyond KY borders at our 
standards.  She 
advocates for CCSS.  
Teachers have put too 
much time in to start form 
scratch.

School culture, through a 
climate of high expectation 
for staff & students.  High 
expectations for all.

Don't keep moving the 
target...once we figure it 
out, then it changes.  
There are still people who 
don't understand 
accountability.  There is 
so much 
miscommunication. We 
don't need to keep 
moving the target on 
teachers and students 

Overcoming barriers, do not 
cut FRYSC.  They are 
essential...food, etc.

Every way we 
can. Don't cut 
programs that 
are essential to 
student well 
being.

Every way we can I did not make that 
recommendation.

T: Band from Pike 
Co..

Education is "nothing to 
something"

From 
something to 
nothing, is how 
band career 
does.

I have two kids who 
went through band.  
Trust me, I heard those 
sounds.

T: NBCT Math in Pike 
Col

successes in things 
besides EOC...kids don't 
care, and she hopes they 
like her enough at the 
end of the year to try.

She teaches a variety of kids with a 
variety of math abilities, and the EOC 
assessment in Algebra II has way 
more topics to cover than the college 
algebra.  The focus is not aligned.   
Topics are more in depth high school 
classes rather than the classes in 
college.



T: Music in Hazard 
Ind.

Music and art in all the 
schools - HS and Elem

Happy to hear support about music. 
Touched to hear support for music 
education.  We don't know what our 
students are facing when not at 
school.  Music  ed provides an 
opportunity to get to know students 
and love them and provide belonging.  
Something extra curricular gives 
students chance to take ownership of 
learning

P =  Breathitt Co KDE should reward schools rather 
than tear down.  Child and parents 
should be allowed to pick schools not 
based on addresses.  Street address 
determining where a person goes to 
school.  The parent should be 
allowed to move kids.  



CP: HCTCS Not test scores, graduation 
rates, attendance!

Not district against 
district, but if you really 
want to measure 
success.  Make the 
comparison just with the 
student.  When I look at 
the ranking from 
counties, students who 
are creative, who may not 
test well, but those kids 
who are highly focused 
on test scores are afraid 
to try anything.  How 
much does a new 
accountability system 
cost, and would money 
be spent better 
elsewhere? Test scores 
are important but we are 
not seeing that they really 
measure evidence as 
competence.  Make 
comparisons with only 
with the student 
themselves instead of 
rankings and test scores.  
Test scores may show 
job readiness, but not 
necessarily career 
readiness.

Many top colleges do not require ACT 
& SAT, instead a collection of 
evidence.
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