
Role of Speaker:  
DA=District 
Administrator, 
SA=School 
Administrator, 
T=Teacher, 
S3=School 
Support Services,             
SB= School 
Board, 
S=Student, 
P=Parent, 
C=Community 
Member, 
L=Legislator,        
K= K Group, 
CP=College 
Professor

What do you expect 
from our schools?

What school 
characteristics 
are most 
important?

How should we 
measure school 
success?

How do we ensure all 
schools are successful?

How should 
we celebrate 
school 
success?

Miscellaneous 
Comments, 
Questions

T, State board 
band director 

unfettered access to the 
arts

schools that 
embrace the arts 
consistently score 
in top of 
accountability, 
learn soft skills, 
not easily 
quantified but key 
to being CCR, 
Reinstate arts 
pathway with 
quality people at 
all levels. 

Teachers are forced 
into teaching visual 
arts when they are 
certified/qualified                                 
SP-If we change 
accountability 
system it will take 
care of it. WE can 
do a better job at 
that



CP- WKU resources and 
opportunities for arts 
from admins and SBDM

A program review 
system that models 
those in South Carolina 
and Massachusetts

art students are 
being derailed from 
art programs in 
college due to our 
accountability 
system. Students 
must submit 
portfolios when 
applying for 
programs but they 
do not have 
appropriate 
opportunities. Take 
away half-point         
SP-Get rid of half-
point systems, I 
didn't give extra 
credit when I was a 
teacher



S- WKU student dyslexia, I had 
trouble learning, 
was not tested till 
her senior year, 
schools don't test 
for dyslexia, she 
had to go to the 
learning center 
paying $600 to get 
help, I know other 
students who can't 
get help. RTI does 
not work for many 
students. Taking her 
speech on the road, 
Wants dyslexia 
training for all 
teachers. Still 
struggling today in 
college, seeing 
tutors

SA-school 
psychologist 
board

each student is 
successful, not all 
students, school 
psychologists important in 
schools. Hope that KDE 
plans to partner with 
school psychologists

partner with school 
psychologist in 
shaping ESSA 



S-high school 
senior, going to 
college in the fall 
to be music major

teach music, teach arts, 
held accountable for 
teaching the arts

consider arts being 
measured in our 
accountability system, 
you can't count music 
with a point-system

 band and music has 
taught life skills, like 
time management, 
responsibility, 
leadership, hard-
work. Music 
changed my life. 
Music is the only 
program in school 
that can truly teach 
teamwork. No one is 
on the sidelines in a 
band, everyone 
works together. 
Music helped me 
with my social skills 
and dealing with the 
stress of school. 
Music has helped 
me with my dyslexia      
and filled in the 
gaps that I couldn't 
have done by 
myself. 



T--middle school 
teacher

well-rounded citizens, 
leaders in jobs in 
communities and the 
world, discuss religion 
and politics in 
appropriate manner. 
Social studies is being 
attacked and put behind 
STEM courses. lists how 
social studies help 
career people. Continue 
working on SS 
standards, put a context 
with a grade level, other 
concern is gifted 
education, special ed 
funded grossly more 
than gifted ed, more 
gifted students than 
sped students, not 
asking to decrease 
special ed, but increase 
funding for gifted 
students. kids coast 
rather than grow. wants 
to have accountability 
system that shows 
growth rather than just 
distinguished.



SA-Christian 
County, MLK 

1. System should be 
based on a growth model, 
with formative 
assessment. For accurate 
measures for teacher 
influence on students. 2. 
We think Program 
Reviews are a burden on 
our teachers and takes 
away from the programs 
we want them to engage 
in. We have taken the fun 
out of it. We are looking at 
a rubric and checkbox 
instead of focusing on 
what's best for the 
student. 3. We believe in 
high world-class 
standards. We don't want 
the bar to be lowered. In 
order to get ready for 
college, we have to hold 
them accountable for high 
standards- but we want a 
balanced system. 4. Pre-
K, a lot of our children 
come from poverty and 
are lacking vocab. We 
need full day pre-K

SP-I have a task-
force working on 
program review and 
there will be a 
significant shift in 
those. In the budget, 
pre-k money was 
vetoed. 



CP--coordinator 
of music ed at 
WKU

in ESSA, it cites that 
every student should 
have well-rounded ed 
including music (it spells 
out music). Need 
qualified music teachers. 
States  must include 
multiple measures for 
accountability. The 
standards authentically 
reflect response to 
connection with arts and 
engage in performance-
based arts. Music 
educators have 
assessment models that 
are realistic and provide 
overall pic of student 
growth. 

SP-I think Bowling 
Green might be in 
support of the arts! 
Noted that he is 
principal for school 
for deaf and blind.



P-daughter at KY 
School of deaf 

solution I want to bring 
is specific to DE. I am 
unable to see how my 
daughter's school ranks 
because of standardized 
assessments. Student 
VOice Survey Qs were 
available in american 
sign, then so should the 
state accountability 
system. THe current 
system rates my 
daughter on how she 
writes and reads 
English. She shouldn't 
only be assessed on 
how she writes her 
answer. We would like 
to see the schools have 
individual ratings. My 
daughter's score goes to 
the home county which 
brings her scores down, 
but her school and 
teachers are not held 
accountable

SP-I agree with the 
school receiving and 
individual score. 



T KRA and KCTE 
identified 6 
strands for 
support: 
struggling 
readers/writers, 
support for early 
learners, support 
for adolescent 
and content 
literacy, teacher 
prep in teaching 
literacy in all 
content areas, 
want to keep ELA 
standards, put 
lots of time and 
effort and they 
are working, want 
to support literacy 
teacher 
leadership, 
teachers are 
doing a great job, 
we just need to 
continue to build 
that within our 
school systems. 



Business owner- 
funds education 
projects in KY

project-based learning 
doesn't happen enough

how can we measure 
projects? We have such 
a huge focus on testing. 
This would be the best 
year ever to experiment 
with new approaches in 
school and allow 
schools flexibility. Push 
teachers to be creative 
in their classrooms 
during this next year as 
a model 

Mass is the only 
state I'm aware of to 
create a creativity 
index. Dr. Pruitt is 
doing a great job 
and visiting more 
schools than any 
other in the country.  
SP-What you are 
describing is "good 
teaching" and we 
know that the best 
test-prep is good 
teaching



C--business 
community leader

thanking business 
people, industry 
professionals need 
credentials/skills, 
I've not met with one 
company that knows 
or cares what 
KOSSA is, Would 
like national career 
certificate since 
more and more 
companies are 
using it, make a 
more seamless 
pipeline to increase 
workforce.  SP-We 
just got a grant to 
work more closely 
with our regional 
tech ed reps. We 
don't need to be 
deciding in Frankfort 
what careers need 
to be in Bowling 
Green 

SB- Russellville 
Ind. Board of 
directors KSPA

careful consideration 
given to growth with 
districts with similar 
demographics. 

13% of students 
have parents in 
prison. Poverty is an 
issues. Is there a 
way to acknowledge 
the districts with 
these challenges. 



C--ed outreach 
coordinator for 
community arts 
center

strive to reflect the 
communities we serve, 
that perspective will help 
us change, teachers 
reflecting those they 
serve

Arts is so 
important 
because of arts 
and humanities, 
humanity, love 
and understand 
each other, 
anything I've 
done, even in 
basic training, to 
create a song for 
periodic table

create functional and 
contributing members of 
society

don't give up on students those that are 
successful---
give back, how 
do we help 
others get 
better, don't be 
so hard on 
teachers--they 
can only do so 
much in an 8 
hour day. 

SP-Nobody should 
memorize the 
periodic table 
EVER. Need to add 
a quality 
accountability for 
arts rather than a 
"fake" one. 

T- PE teacher As PE teachers, 
we look at the 
whole-child, not 
just certain 
aspects. Students 
learn through 
active learning. 
Students need 
encouragement 
throughout life 
and we build that 
foundation. We 
have to look at 
the overall 
student and not 
just one part. 
Recess and 
movement is 
important as well.



S Test measures only 
facts I know instead of 
in-depth learning I've 
learned all year. Want 
test to reflect deep 
learning rather than just 
repeating memorized 
facts. Study: 80% of 
students forgot what 
they "knew" at the end 
of the year when taking 
a test at the beginning of 
the next year. Want 
product- and 
performance-based 
tests rather than doing 
well on EOC. Schools 
should show all of what 
we're doing, want to 
measure inputs as well 
as outputs. Learning 
because state says we 
have to should stop, 
want more in depth 
learning. 

SP-intellectual 
bulimia--binge learn 
then have a bad 
taste of science in 
your mouth.



State advisory 
panel for 
exceptional 
children- WKU 
CP

focus on those with 
most significant needs. 
We have a lot of 
turnover in SPecial Ed 
and those students need 
consistency. Alternate 
assessment is so time 
consuming and what we 
should really be 
spending time on is how 
to do things to prepare 
them for jobs and life 
skills. We should hold 
the bar high and 
presume they know a 
lot. We must challenge 
these students, but we 
have to decide what 
these ind. really need to 
know. We are teaching 
these children things 
that will not be useful to 
them in life. We really 
need to look at how we 
assess that 1% 
population. It could help 
our dropout rate too. 

SP- Another 
fantastic night
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