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The National Coalition for Core Arts Standards 
(NCCAS) has scheduled a final public review of the 
draft PreK-12 arts standards in dance, media arts, 
music, theatre and visual 
arts. The review will open 
Feb. 14, 2014, and close 
Feb. 28. A draft copy of 
the revised standards will 
be available at http://
nccas.wikispaces.com on Jan. 30.   
 
This review reflects NCCAS’s ongoing commitment to 
a responsive and transparent strategy that allows ad-
equate time for each arts discipline’s standards writ-
ing team to incorporate changes to the drafts sug-
gested by reviewers. To fully address the standards 
content and structural changes, the coalition has re-
vised the project’s timeline. The February review is 
the first in a series of new and significant benchmarks 
for NCCAS, leading to the web-based release of the 
standards in June 2014.   
 
Currently, the writing teams are creating a set of over-
arching anchor standards that articulate an alignment 
of artistic practice among the five art forms. Upon 
completion of that process, the teams will review their 
individual discipline standards to ensure that they are 
appropriately parallel with the anchor standards. The 

teams are also finalizing examples of model corner-
stone assessments to include in the February draft 
review.  
   
“First-glance” versions of the final standards will be 
available beginning in March. These documents will 
showcase the fundamental structure and content of 
the arts standards in order to give teachers, decision 
makers and the public a better understanding of what 
will be included and how they will inform teaching and 
learning.     
 
The new, voluntary grade-by-grade web-based stand-
ards are intended to affirm the place of arts education 
in a balanced core curriculum, support the 21st-
century needs of students and teachers, and help en-
sure that all students are college and career ready.  
 
The arts standards emphasize “big ideas,” philosophi-
cal foundations, enduring understandings/essential 
questions, and anchor/performance standards, all of 
which are intended to guide the curriculum develop-
ment and instructional practices that lead to arts liter-
acy for all students.   
 
To find out how to participate in the February review 
process and to view all public documents related to 
the arts standards, visit http://nccas.wikispaces.com/ 
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Formative Assessment That Truly Informs Instruction 
 “Formative assessment is the lived, daily em-
bodiment of a teacher's desire to refine practice 
based on a keener understanding of current lev-
els of student performance, undergirded by the 
teacher's knowledge of possible paths of student de-
velopment within the discipline and of pedagogies 
that support such development.” 
 
The National Council for Teachers of English (NCTE) 
has published a position statement on the use of 
formative assessment that is applicable to arts teach-
ers as well. Formative Assessment That Truly Informs 

Instruction is available in a printable booklet format 
and html Web page format. 

http://nccas.wikispaces.com/�
http://nccas.wikispaces.com/�
http://nccas.wikispaces.com/�
http://nccas.wikispaces.com/�
http://nccas.wikispaces.com/�
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Positions/formative-assessment_single.pdf�
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Positions/formative-assessment_single.pdf�
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Positions/formative-assessment_single.pdf�
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Positions/formative-assessment_single.pdf�
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Resources/Positions/formative-assessment_booklet.pdf�
http://www.ncte.org/positions/statements/formative-assessment/formative-assessment_full�


 

 2 

Katrina Bullington, Ohio County Middle School Visual 
Art Teacher 

In response to a need discovered through the Pro-
gram Review process, my school began pairing relat-
ed arts teachers with reading and mathematics con-
tent area teachers to collaborate on integrated les-
sons in the 2012-13 school year. This year, we set up 
Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) that meet 
once a month to discuss any needs, questions or ide-
as the reading and mathematics teachers may have 
with the Arts and Humanities Program Review and to 
develop lessons and materials.  

The mathematics and reading teachers placed ideas 
for integrations that met their goals in their curriculum 
maps. The related arts team assisted with ideas and 
questions. Besides the regularly scheduled PLC 
meetings, we touch base as needed. I’ve also shared 

links for arts information and ideas. The response at 
my school has been very positive and the staff is 

open to ideas.  
 
Our school has an enrichment hour weekly 
for all students that rotate between math and 
language arts. During this time, the students 
either receive remediation or enrichment ac-
tivities in the two content areas. Every con-
tent area is involved in the enrichment time.  

Recently, we developed cross-curricular ac-
tivities with the mathematics teachers in the 
form of barn quilts and art resource books 
with the language arts teachers. Both are a 
natural connection between visual art and 
those content areas.  

The administration at my school fully sup-
ports the arts and humanities and the PLCs 
have opened teachers to new ideas on how 
to incorporate the arts into their content. 

Ohio County Middle School Creates Cross-Curricular PLCs 

   
 The school curriculum provides opportunities for integration as natural cross-curricular 

connections are made between the arts and other content areas. 
 Arts and Humanities professional development opportunities focus on research-based best practic-

es. 
 The school schedule allows for Arts and Humanities and academic core teachers to collaborate 

and exchange ideas.  
 Arts and Humanities teachers regularly collaborate with community, business, and postsecondary 

partners through advisory committees, work exchange programs and/or community groups with a fo-
cus on the arts.  

 Most teachers in the school receive and implement professional development to enhance the inte-
gration of the Arts and Humanities content into school curricula.  

                                                                                                  OCMS photos 
Students work on painting barn quilts integrating visual art and mathe-
matics.  

Students working on art resource books as a part of the lan-
guage arts and art cross-curricular lesson. 
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KMEA Marching Band Championship 
The Kentucky Music Educators (KMEA) State March-
ing Band Championship was held this past October at 
Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium in Louisville. 
 
Four bands from each of five classifications, based on 
the size of the schools they represent and their selec-
tion during a semifinals round, appeared in the finals 
competition. The adjudicators assessed and ranked 
each band’s musical performance, visual perfor-
mance and the effect of the show including its design.  
 
A full list of winning bands may be viewed on the 
KMEA website. 

 
 

   
 Students are actively engaged in creating, performing and responding to the arts. 

 
 Students are supported and encouraged to participate in grade level appropriate juried events, ex-

hibitions, contests and performances outside the school. 

                                                                                  KMEA photos 
The twenty finalist bands assembled on the field at Papa 
John’s Cardinal Stadium for the announcement of place-
ments and the presentation of awards.  

An Anderson County High School Band saxophonist 
launches his sound to the audience during the finals per-
formance. 

Awash in neon, a member of the Dunbar High School Band’s 
color guard performs.  

Dunbar High 
School Band 
flutists.  

http://kmea.org/SMBC/SMBCInfo/SMBCresults.htm�
http://www.kmea.org/�
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Rose Curtain Players win “Best Play” at Kentucky Theatre 
Association’s High School Play Festival 

Carolyn Greer, Owensboro High School drama teach-
er 
 
The Rose Curtain Players (RCP), representing Ow-
ensboro High School, competed with 16 other high 
schools at the 2013 Kentucky Theatre Association's 
(KTA) High School Play Festival held at Morehead 
State University in November.  
 
Their production of Rock of Ages was named “Best 
Play.” Also, Dunbar High School, Fayette County 
Schools, was 1st runner up and Corbin High School, 
Corbin Independent Schools, was 2nd runner up. 
Dunbar will join the Rose Curtain Players at the 
Southeastern Theatre Conference (SETC) to be held 
in Mobile, Ala., to represent Kentucky in March. 
 
Rock of Ages, by Mary Kron, is the story of women 
whose husbands, brothers and boyfriends worked in 
the coal mines and the hard lives they all lived. The 

reality of death in the mines in 
the 1940s in West Virginia was 
all too common and, sadly, a 
reality that still plays out in min-
ing communities today. 
 
Under the direction of Carolyn 
Greer, cast members included: 
Helen Merritt, Anna Caroline 
Brake, Navji Dixon, Brie Greer, 
Will Van Winkle, Whitney Wat-
son, Kelsey Reese and Erin 
Rouse. Crew members were 
Dayna Matthew, and Keith 
Woosley. The Stage Company 
included Hayden Elliott, Tatum 
Helm, John Thomas Priar, 

Frances Seaton, Cory Storm, Carter Stovall and Ellen 
Ward. Lisa Walker was the costume designer and the 
scenic designer was David Walker. 
 
Kelsey Reese was named to the All-State Cast for her 
role of Esme and Navji Dixon was named “Best Ac-
tress” for her role of Aunt Sally. The entire cast gave 
an outstanding performance and the crew worked 
tirelessly to support the production. This is the fourth 
year in a row that OHS has had either Best Actress or 
Best Actor honors! This will be RCP’s fifth year in a 
row to move on to SETC. 
 
OHS drama department nominated for recog-
nition 

The Owensboro High School Drama program has 
been nominated as a program site for a new study of 
quality in arts education programming in K-12 schools 
in the Southeastern United States. South Arts and the 
Southeast Center for Education in the Arts (SCEA) 
are conducting the study. A representative from 
SCEA  visited Owensboro in November to study the 
program to gather input on what makes Rose Curtain 
Players one of the best programs in the nation.  

                                                                                                                               OHS photos 
A scene from “Rock of Ages” performed by the Rose Curtain Players. From Left to 
Right: Brie Greer as June Ellen, Whitney Watson as Lily, Erin Rouse as Sukey, Navji 
Dixon as Aunt Sally, Helen Merritt as Rilla and Kelsey Reese as Esme.                                                                                                             

Kelsey Reese (left) as Esme was named to the All-State Cast 
and Navji Dixon (right) was named "Best Actress" as Aunt 
Sally. 

   Students are actively engaged in creat-
ing, performing and responding to the 
arts. 
 

 Students are supported and encouraged to 
participate in grade level appropriate juried 
events, exhibitions, contests and perfor-
mances outside the school. 
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Educators Combat “Creativity Crisis” in Art Instruction 
A recent article posted by Ilana Kowarski on the DA: 
District Administration website states that arts educa-
tion produces innovative students with critical thinking 
skills. 
 
“In a world of constant technological change, the abil-
ity to adapt is priceless. Creativity is a necessary skill 
in the modern workplace, and in a 2010 survey by 
IBM, American CEOs identified it as the best predictor 
of career success. But those same CEOs said they 
believed that Americans were becoming less innova-
tive. 

For years, employers and colleges have asserted that 
recent high school graduates lack fundamental critical 
thinking skills, and the data concurs. U.S. scores on 
the Torrance test, an internationally recognized meas-
ure of creativity, have been steadily declining since 
1990. Those were the findings of a study conducted 
by Kyung Hee Kim, a professor at the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, who analyzed the Torrance scores of 
K12 students and declared that we are in the midst of  
a ‘creativity crisis.’” 
 
Click HERE for the entire article. 

“Art Makes You Smart” and “Music Sharpens Brain Pathways” 
Here are a couple of recent articles showing how the 
arts positively affect learning in other academic areas. 
 
From the New York Times, Art Makes You Smart (11-
23-13): http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/24/opinion/
sunday/art-makes-you-smart.html?_r=0 
 

“Most of the supporting evidence, though, 
does little more than establish correlations be-
tween exposure to the arts and certain out-
comes. Research that demonstrates a causal 
relationship has been virtually nonexistent.  
  
A few years ago, however, we had a rare op-
portunity to explore such relationships when 
the Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art 
opened in Bentonville, Ark. Through a large-
scale, random-assignment study of school 
tours to the museum, we were able to deter-
mine that strong causal relationships do in fact 
exist between arts education and a range of 
desirable outcomes.”  

  
From Education Week, Music Sharpens Brain Path-
ways, Studies Say (11-25-13): http://

www.edweek.org/ew/
articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?
tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%
2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-
NEWS1 
  

“New research suggests that the complexity 
involved in practicing and performing music 
may help students’ cognitive development. 
Studies released last month at the Society for 
Neuroscience meeting here find that music 
training may increase the neural connections 
in regions of the brain associated with creativi-
ty, decision-making, and complex memory, 
and they may improve a student’s ability to 
process conflicting information from many 
senses at once. Research also found that 
starting music education early can be even 
more helpful.” 

              Photo retrieved from District Administration website 
Students in Fayette County Public Schools in Kentucky ben-
efit from arts classes, which Superintendent Tom Shelton 
strengthened when he joined the district two years ago. 

   Arts and Humanities professional develop-
ment opportunities focus on research 
based best practices. 

http://www.districtadministration.com/�
http://www.districtadministration.com/�
http://www.districtadministration.com/�
http://www.districtadministration.com/�
http://www.districtadministration.com/article/educators-combat-%E2%80%9Ccreativity-crisis%E2%80%9D-art-instruction�
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/24/opinion/sunday/art-makes-you-smart.html?_r=0�
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/24/opinion/sunday/art-makes-you-smart.html?_r=0�
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/24/opinion/sunday/art-makes-you-smart.html?_r=0�
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/24/opinion/sunday/art-makes-you-smart.html?_r=0�
http://crystalbridges.org/�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2013/11/25/13music.h33.html?tkn=LUOF1I6iXi44%2BqCOr2tPwghYJaG8gNTBzMgj&cmp=ENL-EU-NEWS1�


 

 6 

KDE Media Portal 
 
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) has 
added a KDE Media Portal to the KDE Web 
page. The KDE Media Portal (http://
mediaportal.education.ky.gov) provides school admin-
istrators, teachers, KDE staff and others throughout 
the state access to a single, central repository for all 
of the agency’s video content.  
 
The KDE Media Portal feeds video content to the 
KDE News mobile app for Android, Windows and 
iPhones and also supports video content on the de-
partment’s website.  

Videos are accessible using most Internet browsers 
running on PCs, Apple computers and mobile devic-
es. 

CIITS:  Educator Development Suite  
 
The Educator Development Suite (EDS) is available 
by clicking the icons located on the blue ribbon at the 
top of the CIITS 
homepage. New 
training opportuni-
ties are added to 
CIITS and may be found here.  
 
App provides instant access to education in-
formation 
 
A free KDE News app is available through iTunes 
here. The app is designed to provide users with im-
mediate access to many items housed on the KDE 
website. 
 
Kentucky Teacher 
 
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) pub-
lishes Kentucky Teacher to communicate directly with 
the state’s 40,000 public school teachers. The stories 
of this award-winning 
publication include 
news, perspectives, 
and practical, workable 
ideas for guiding stu-

dents to higher levels of achievement. 
 
You can read archived issues of Kentucky Teacher on 
the KDE website. 
 
KDE Newsstand 
  
The KDE Newsstand contains the agen-
cy’s content- and program-specific news-
letters, including the Arts and Humanities 
News. Visit http://education.ky.gov/comm/
Pages/KDE-Newsletters.aspx. 

Common Core support from AEP 
 
Teacher resources are available from the Arts Educa-
tion Partnership (AEP) for the arts and Common 
Core. Visit the Common Core and the Arts resource 
page on the AEP website. Common Core videos and 
resources are also available through Edutopia. 
 
SEADAE seeking student work 
 
The State Education Agency Directors of Arts Educa-
tion (SEADAE) website features a gallery of changing 
images of student artwork and arts students from all 
disciplines on its website.  
 
Contact KDE Arts and Humanities Consultant Robert 
Duncan, robert.duncan@education.ky.gov, for more 
information.  
 
Specialists With Arts Tactics (SWAT) 
 
The Kentucky Arts Council (KAC) provides three- to 
six-hour consultancies to assist 
schools and districts with policy 
writing, including the arts in the 
CSIP/CDIP, arts curriculum align-
ment, developing performance as-
sessments and integrating the arts 
across the curriculum. Consultancy fees are paid by 
KAC. 
 
For more information, visit the KAC SWAT web page. 

Need to Know News  

 

Questions about arts education in Kentucky? 
Contact the KDE Arts and Humanities Consult-

ant Robert Duncan at  
(502)564-2106 or email at  

Robert.duncan@education.ky.gov 

 

Many items in Need to Know News come from 
outside sources. Please contact those sources 
directly with questions or concerns. Inclusion 
of items in this section does not constitute en-
dorsement by the Kentucky Department of Ed-
ucation. 
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U.S. Kids Magazine cover contest  
 
This year’s theme is “If I Had a Super Power.” Resi-
dents of the United States who are ages three (3) to 
twelve (12) at the time of entry are eligible to enter. 
 
Deadline for entries is February 28, 2014. For more 
information, go to http://www.uskidsmags.com/
artcontest/index.php.  
 
2014 VSA International music and art compe-
titions open for entries 
 
The Kennedy Center invites musicians with a disabil-
ity, ages 14 to 25,  to enter the 2014 VSA Internation-
al Young Soloists Competition.  
   
All applicants to the 2014 VSA 
International Young Soloists 
Competition are eligible for the 
VSA Kentucky Young Soloist pro-
gram.  VSA Kentucky offers a 
$500 educational scholarship for 
professional development in music, the opportunity to 
perform at various events and venues throughout the 
state and mentoring sessions. For more information 
about the VSA Kentucky Young Soloist Program visit 
our website: www.vsartsky.org  or call Delaire Rowe 
at (270)904-7019. Submission guidelines, application 
and more information available for VSA International 
is available at www.kennedy-center.org/IYS. The ap-
plication deadline is January 27, 2014. 
 
The 2014 International Art Program for Children with 
Disabilities is now open for entries! Children with disa-
bilities are encouraged to create a portrait that illus-
trates themselves in their neighborhood. A selection 
of artwork from the online entries will be chosen for a 
live exhibition in Washington, DC. The submission 
deadline is July 1, 2014. Click here for more infor-
mation and to submit an entry.  
 
Transportation Grants from KAC  
 
Any Kentucky public or private school supporting 
grades pre-K through 12 interested in taking arts-
related field trips may apply for assistance with trans-
portation costs through the Kentucky Arts Council's 
TranspARTation Grant. 
 
Grants are awarded based on mileage 
from the school building to the arts or-
ganization or performance venue and 
the number of buses necessary.  

The next grant deadline for fiscal year 2014 is March 
1, 2014.  
 
View guidelines and find an application form online at 
http://artscouncil.ky.gov/Grants/TranspARTation.htm. 
For more information about the TranspARTation 
grant, contact Jean St. John, arts education director, 
at jean.stjohn@ky.gov or (502)564-3757, ext. 486. 
 
Champion Creatively Alive Children Creative 
Leadership Grants 2014 

The 2014 program provides grants for innovative, cre-
ative leadership team building within elementary 
schools. Apply now for the opportunity to receive a 
grant for building your school's creative capacity. 
Each grant-winning school (up to 20 grants awarded) 
receives $2,500 and Crayola products valued at 
$1,000.                                                   
                                                                                              
To apply, obtain more information or get answers to 
frequently asked questions, go to:                                              
http://www.crayola.com/for-educators/ccac-landing/
grant-program.aspx. The deadline is June 23, 2014.             
 
ESU Shakespeare competition 
 
The English Speaking Union (ESU), Actors Theatre of 
Louisville and Kentucky Shakespeare will  hold a 
teacher and a student  workshop January 18, 2014. A 
Shakespeare competition will be held on January 19. 
For more information and to register, go to http://
www.esuus.org/esu/programs/
shakespeare_competition/ or call Andy Perry at (502) 
552-8608 or email andy@south6th.net. 
 
High school video competition 
 
Each year the Ohio Valley Chapter of the National 
Television Academy of Television Arts and Sciences 
(OVNATAS) hosts a high school video competition. 
The competition is an opportunity for students to be 
acknowledged for their hard work by the most recog-
nizable name in television craftsmanship – the same 
group that awards the prestigious Emmy awards. 
 
Enter your school’s zip code on this page you can de-
termine which regional competition your students 
qualify to enter and to learn more about the numerous 
categories and the submission process. The entry fee 
is  $25. Contact Jim Timmerman, President, Ohio Val-
ley-NATAS, at jtimmerman@ohiovalleyemmy.org with 
any questions you might have about the competition. 
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Arts supported in early childhood education 
 
The "Strong Start for America's Children Act" was in-
troduced in the Senate on November 13. The early 
childhood education proposal is an initiative to expand 
and improve early learning opportunities for children 
from birth to age 5, and specifically mentions the arts 
and arts education. Click here for More information. 
 
Preparing Students for the Next America: The 
Benefits of an Arts Education 
 
The Arts Education Partnership’s (AEP) latest re-
search bulletin, Preparing Students for the Next 
America: The Benefits of an Arts Education, offers a 
snapshot of how the arts support achievement in 
school, bolster skills demanded of a 21st century 
workforce and enrich the lives of young people and 
communities. Click to Order a hard copy or download 
the PDF. 

Fund for teachers grant opportunity 
 
Fund for Teachers (FFT) provides educators the re-
sources needed to pursue self-designed professional 
learning experiences. All applicants must apply online 
between by 5 pm CST on Thursday, January 30, 
2014. Read More. 
 
Middle school drama festival 
 
The Kentucky Theatre Association’s (KTA) Middle 
School Drama Festival will take place in Taylorsville, 
Ky, in the auditorium of Spencer County Middle 
School on March 15, 2014.  For more information, 
please go to the  KTA’s website at www.theatreky.org 
or contact festival coordinator Ryan Briggs at 
ryan.briggs@fayette.kyschools.us. 
 
Call for Arts Education Research 
 
The Educational Forum is seeking original empirical 
research and conceptual essays that explore ways of 
understanding and addressing the mutually beneficial 
relationships between arts and learning for its upcom-
ing Fall 2014 themed issue entitled "Aesthetic Educa-
tion, Arts and Learning." More 
 
Literature Review of Global Sistema 
 
The first research study on El Sistema and Sistema 
Inspired programs has been released. El Sistema is 
Venezuela’s National System of Youth and Children’s 

Orchestras and Choirs that aims to use music educa-
tion as a vehicle for social action. The full report and 
Executive Summary are available at: sistemaglob-
al.org/litreview/ 
 
2014 National Arts and Humanities Youth Pro-
gram Awards 
 
The President’s Committee on the Arts and the Hu-
manities, in partnership with the National Endowment 
for the Arts, the National Endowment for the Humani-
ties, and the Institute of Museum and Library Ser-
vices, is pleased to invite applications for the 2014 
National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Awards. 
Programs applying for the award must meet all of the 
National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award’s 
Eligibility Criteria. The deadline for application sub-
missions is February 10, 2014. For more information, 
go to http://www.nahyp.org/about/.  
 
PCAH releases progress report on Turna-
round Arts Initiative 
 
The President's Committee on the Arts and the Hu-
manities (PCAH) released an interim progress report 
for their Turnaround Arts Initiative, which launched in 
2012 to help transform some of the nation’s lowest 
performing schools through arts education. The free 
report is now available for download. 
 
Eco-Art Contest  
 
The Kentucky Department for Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) announces the 2013–14 Eco-Art Contest, 
providing an opportunity for students to gain statewide 
recognition for their artwork as it relates to Kentucky’s 
environment. 
 
Contest nominations are being accepted until close of 
business February 28, 2014 via e-mail only to en-
vhelp@ky.gov.  

For more information about the Eco-Art Contest and 
to access a nomination form, visit http://dca.ky.gov/
LGGS/Pages/ecoart.aspx or call the Division of Com-
pliance Assistance toll-free at (800) 926-8111. 
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