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In his sixth State of the Commonwealth address, Gov. Steve Beshear 

praised legislators for a new atmosphere of respectful discourse and 

challenged them to use that cooperative spirit to prevent Kentucky’s 

schoolchildren from becoming “collateral damage” in ongoing 

budget battles. 

Saying nationally recognized progress on K-12 education was being 

jeopardized by a weakened revenue stream, Beshear urged 

legislators to take substantive and bold action on pension and tax 

issues in the coming year – issues he said needed to be solved 

together – to protect vital services and create a stronger Kentucky. 

“We will not be able to invest in critical areas like job training and 

education, nor solve monstrous problems like pension liabilities, unless 

we think strategically and act aggressively and courageously,” 

Beshear said. “The question for us in this room is simple but soul-

searching: Are we courageous enough to invest in our children’s 

future?” 

He warned that delaying action on pension and tax issues will gnaw 

away at an already weakened revenue stream, forcing limited state 

dollars away from education and job creation efforts to pay for 

underfunded pension liabilities. 

Kentucky has made enormous progress in education reform in the last 

few years. Last month, the national publication Education Week, in its 

annual “Quality Counts” assessment of public schools, ranked 

Kentucky No. 10 in the country for school achievement and progress – 

up from 34th just two years ago. 

But in the area of funding “adequacy,” Kentucky received a low “F.” 

More than 88 percent of Kentucky students attend schools in districts 

where per pupil spending is lower than the national average. 

Beshear emphasized that persistently under-funding education now 

will hamper Kentucky students for years to come, and by extension, 

the state’s future workforce and quality of life. 

“Money doesn’t solve every problem, but when we don’t spend even 

Substantive tax reform can help ensure that education funding will 

not be threatened by future economic downturns or unchecked 

pension liabilities, he said, paving the way for accelerated progress 

for Kentucky schoolchildren. 
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New ‘green’ center features 

interactive, learning  

for students and other visitors 
The Capitol Education Center, a new “green” learning 

facility for students and visitors at the Capitol Campus 

in Frankfort, opened recently. 

Gov. Steve Beshear and First Lady Jane Beshear 

helped kick off the center’s opening by cutting the 

ribbon with help from elementary school students. 

Located adjacent to the State Capitol, the center 

features a modern environmentally friendly design. The 

building is insulated with recycled denim and features 

a viewing platform on the roof with solar panels, a 

wind turbine and a rooftop garden. Eco-screens inside 

the center display how much energy the facility is 

using in real time and how much energy the building’s 

solar panels are creating. 

The Kentucky Environmental Education Council in the 

Education and Workforce Development Cabinet was 

the lead agency responsible for developing the 

educational components and coordinating the efforts 

of the partners in the project. The center is outfitted 

with a range of interactive and multimedia kiosks and 

touch screens that provide information about 

sustainability, history, geography and tourism in 

Kentucky. 

For information on the Capitol Education Center and 

how to visit, please go to www.cec.ky.gov. 

 

 

Districts of Distinction 

recognized recently 
The Kentucky Board of Education 

(KBE) and Kentucky Department of 

Education recognized eight school 

districts as Districts of Distinction at the 

board’s meeting recently. 

The districts earned the recognition 

under the first year of the Unbridled 

Learning: College and Career 

Readiness for All accountability 

system.  

To qualify as a District of Distinction, a 

district had to have an overall 

accountability score at the 95th 

percentile or higher (based on 

achievement, gap, growth, college 

and career readiness and graduation 

rate), meet its current year Annual 

Measurable Objective, a 95 percent 

participation rate, and not have a 

Focus or Priority School in the district. 

The achievement data is based on K-

PREP testing in spring 2012. 

The Districts of Distinction for the 2011-

12 school year are: 

 Anchorage Independent 

 Beechwood Independent 

 Boyle County 

 Corbin Independent 

 Ft. Thomas Independent 

 Murray Independent 

 Pikeville Independent 

 Walton-Verona Independent 

KBE board Chair David Karem and 

Education Commissioner Terry Holliday 

presented each district 

superintendent and local board of 

education chair with a recognition 

banner and letter of commendation. 

Each district also will receive a District 

of Distinction logo that it can display 

on its website, letterhead or use in 

other ways to promote its 

achievement. 

 

Gov. Steve Beshear and First Lady Jane Beshear cut the ribbon to the 
Capitol Education Center with students from Rosa Parks Elementary 
School (Fayette County) and Richardsville Elementary School (Warren 
County). Photo by Amy Wallot 
 

http://www.cec.ky.gov/
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a dime on textbooks, progress 

is difficult,” Beshear said. 

Substantive tax reform can 

help ensure that education 

funding will not be threatened 

by future economic 

downturns or unchecked 

pension liabilities, he said, 

paving the way for 

accelerated progress for 

Kentucky schoolchildren. 

Beshear called on legislators 

to pass the “Graduation Bill” 

that would incrementally 

increase the legal dropout 

age from 16 to 18. Every 

education group in the state 

supports the bill, and a recent 

survey showed 85 percent of 

Kentucky parents favor the 

legislation. 

He will propose the “Child 

Protection Act of 2013” that 

includes legislation to expand 

booster seat use, toughen 

penalties for texting while 

driving and enhance prenatal 

screening, among others. 

 

Board hears progress report, 

approves middle school items 
At its meeting recently, the Kentucky Board of Education 

received a progress report on the state’s lowest-performing 

schools. The 41 Priority schools are receiving state support to 

improve curriculum; instruction and assessment; and school 

governance. According to the report, data on turnaround 

indicators show some schools have made acceptable 

progress and the rest have not. 

Associate Commissioner Susan Allred told the board there are 

a number of factors that impact how quickly a school 

improves, including whether it embraces or resists state help 

and whether the adults are focused on what’s best for 

children. Allred said much of the federal funding that has 

supported individual school improvement efforts over the past 

few years will run out after this year, but she said a regional 

network of support is being created to help the priority schools 

continue improvement. 

The board also approved a series of recommendations on 

middle school athletics from the Kentucky High School 

Athletics Association  in response to a report by the Task Force 

on Middle School Interscholastic Athletics. The board also 

reviewed proposed amendments to regulation (702 KAR 

7:065) to implement steps in middle school athletics deemed 

to be health- and safety-related, including coaches 

requirements, medical training and policies, limits on games 

and competitions, and the requirement for sports physicals. 

KBE will hold its next regular meeting April 10, 2013, in Frankfort. 

Murray State University’s Center for Gifted 

Studies is hosting Summer Challenge 2013, 

providing gifted and talented students the 

opportunity to learn and express talents through 

a variety of areas. 

The residential camp will be June 24-28 for 

students rising in grades 6-9, and a commuter 

camp also will be offered. The application 

deadline is June 3, 2013, for both the residential 

and commuter camps. Click here for 

application form, information regarding classes 

for both programs and student eligibility 

requirements.  

A Summer Challenge in Spain will be June 29-

July13 for students rising in grades 10-12. 

 

This is an international exchange program with 

Centro Huerta del Rey Center for Gifted Studies in 

Valladolid, Spain.  

To be considered for the exchange program, a 

letter of interest must be received by March 1. 

For questions regarding application and 

registration process, contact Tami Dandeneau at 

(270) 809-3818. For information regarding the on-

campus experience, contact Toddie Adams. 

Parents or students will need to mail application 

and other documentation to the address below. 

Murray State University 

Center for Gifted Studies 

3101 C Alexander Hall 

Murray, KY 42071 

 

Murray State hosting two summer camps for gifted students 

http://portal.ksba.org/public/Meeting/Attachments/DisplayAttachment.aspx?AttachmentID=156671
http://portal.ksba.org/public/Meeting/Attachments/DisplayAttachment.aspx?AttachmentID=157652
http://portal.ksba.org/public/Meeting/Attachments/DisplayAttachment.aspx?AttachmentID=157653
http://www.murraystate.edu/Libraries/College_of_Education/Summer_Challenge_Brochure_2013.sflb.ashx
mailto:tdandeneau@murraystate.edu
mailto:tadams16@murraystate.edu
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Kentucky Department of Education 

Address: 
Division of Communications 
500 Mero St., 6th floor, CPT 
Frankfort, KY 40601 

Phone: (502) 564-2000 

Fax: (502) 564-3049 

Contact: 

susan.riddell@education.ky.gov 

Kentucky Community and 

Technical College System 

online transfer fair March 6 
Is your child planning to attend the Kentucky 

Community and Technical College System (KCTCS) in 

the fall? If so, your child may be interested in attending 

Kentucky’s first statewide virtual transfer fair March 6, 

2013, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. EST. 

The fair, intended for any KCTCS student planning to 

pursue a bachelor’s degree, will feature real-time 

chatting with transfer advisors and information about 

transfer programs and scholarships at most of 

Kentucky’s colleges and universities. More than 25 state 

schools will be participating in this event. 

To attend the fair, have your child log on to 

http://transfermadness.org. Those who register will be 

eligible for prizes. The Kentucky Higher Education 

Assistance Authority also will be available to chat about 

financial aid information specific to transfer students. 

The online transfer fair is sponsored by the Council on 

Postsecondary Education and the Kentucky Community 

and Technical College System, in cooperation with the 

state’s public and independent four-year colleges.  

 

 

Former Education 

Commissioner 

Wilhoit to lead 

think tank at UK  
Former Kentucky  

Education  

Commissioner Gene  

Wilhoit will head a  

national education  

think tank at the  

University of  

Kentucky. The Center  

for Innovation in  

Education is funded  

by the Bill and Melinda  

Gates Foundation and the William 

and Flora Hewlett Foundation.  

The center will “contribute to the 

national education reform agenda 

with a focus on ensuring more states 

are adopting and implementing a 

standard definition of college and 

career readiness that embodies 

‘deeper learning’ outcomes, 

implementing meaningful measures 

of those outcomes, and holding all 

levels of the system accountable for 

results.” 

Wilhoit left Kentucky in 2006 to direct 

of the Council of Chief State School 

Officers in Washington, D.C., before 

retiring in June 2012. 

 

Gene Wilhoit 

http://transfermadness.org/

