
Role of Speaker:  
DA=District 
Administrator, 
SA=School 
Administrator, 
T=Teacher, 
S3=School Support 
Services,                   
SB= School Board, 
S=Student,    
P=Parent, 
C=Community 
Member,    
L=Legislator,            
K= K Group, 
CP=College Professor

What do you expect 
from our schools?

What school 
characteristics are most 
important?

How should we measure 
school success?

How do we ensure all 
schools are successful?

How should we 
celebrate school 
success?

Miscellaneous 
Comments, 
Questions

T: FCPS (Music) Students learning music 
in early grades.  
Keyboards specifically

reading music and playing 
music at the same time 
shoots fireworks off in your 
brain, kids in poverty lack 
stimulation that can be 
addressed with music 
education, music improves 
brain function, kids in early 
learning start learning music 
(keyboard labs are cheaper 
than computer labs)

Story about picture of 
3 boys. A video about 
importance of music 
that makes "fireworks 
go off in their brain". 



S3:  Association of 
School Nurses

School nurses promote 
healthy behaviors. 
Students health is directly 
related to thier ability to 
learn. Inconsistencies in 
how school nurses are 
used, specifically full 
time. We are 
reccommending schools 
have nurses. Graduation 
rates higher in schools 
with full time nurses.

Full time nurse in every 
school

Make sure kids are at school 
and healthy and ready to 
learn. 

Pruitt: Our graduation 
rate is 88% (as a 
correction)

T:  Elem Music (Scott) music in all schools, 
every child needs a 
musical education, 
without it we are only 
teaching half of their 
brains

Music in schools.  Every 
child deserves a music 
education.  Otherwise we 
are only teaching half of 
their brains.

music for every child

S3: School Psych Addressing the whole child 
is important. Echoing what 
the nurses said. I want 
make sure that we are 
talking about all kids, but 
especially the kids with 
mental health needs. 



T:  HS, FCPS Small Class Size, 
Celebrating Diversity

Since 1996 the changes in 
how the school looks today 
inside the school, class 
sizes of 40+, inclusive 
classrooms, students have 
higher needs, PGES takes 
up to much instructional 
time, less money (going 
out of communities instead 
of into schools)

We need to reflect the 
diversity of all of our schools, 
especially the AA population. 
School only has control over 
resiliency. We need to 
engage all of our diverse 
students.

Money is going out 
instead of coming in.

T:  Oldham County, K 
Group

Provide access to a 
broad range of 
disciplines. Ss should find 
value in their school 
experience. Ss need to 
discover their 
possibilities. 

safe environments, provide 
broad experience, to all 
students

Not with numbers and 
checklists.  In discovering 
their passion.  By finding 
avenues for them to 
pursue.  Student success 
should drive everthing.

Provide unfettered equal 
opportunity to all students. 
Opportunities for learning 
should be the reward and not 
a point system. Ss should not 
meet artificial goals. Teacher 
should be treated as 
professionals and not 
scapegoats.. 

stop publicly punishing 
schools through 
competitions, too many 
diff between schools



CP:  Music UK I expect school to provide 
aestetic experiences.  
The arts are we express 
what is beautiful in the 
world.  Musical 
intelligences and spatial 
arts are parts of the 
multiple intelligences.  
Consider the skills or 
listening, feeling.  The 
arts prepare people for 
better lives.  2.  School 
needs to connect to 
students lives including 
meaningful assessments.  
Connecting the unknown 
to the known.  3 Safe 
environments where 
students feel safe to fail.  
Not high stakes 
summative assessments 
all the time.  Student can 
focus on the process not 
the product.  

Have meaningful 
assessments connected to 
Ss backgrounds. Not all 
assessments should be 
summative. Peer 
assessments, Portfolios. 
Assessments that focus on 
the process of learning 
and not just the product of 
learning. 

Music was only pllace 
she felt connected to 
school and home. Arts 
and English classes 
were places where 
school and home 
intersected. 



T:  Frankfort Ind., Art 
Education Association

every KY school should 
have an arts program

Make connections with Ss. 
Connect Ss with Ts who 
have knowledge about 
subject matter. Ss. should 
have life-changing 
experiences with arts. Arts 
can help with behavior 
issues, gap issues. Keeping 
the arts accessible to all 
students is very important. 

Time with our students 
needs to be sacred.  
Arts program needs to 
be respected.

S: FCPS Elem How important is student 
voice to you? (Dr. Pruitt)

Pruitt: It is the most 
important voice I hear.  
(In response to 
Student Voice)



T: PE/Health create healthy school 
environments, 4 - 15 min 
recesses per day 
decreased off task 
behavior and increase 
academic performance, 
funding is a challenge 
(only given a budget of 
$120 that only buys 6 
balls), can't teach skills 
students need due to lack 
of funding to buy 
materials

Quality health/PE programs 
in schools. Physical literacy 
is important.Teach students 
to be active for a live time.

T:  PE/Health Improve requirements of 
P.E. It should be required 
at MS & HS levels,not 
once every six days only 
during ES.

Limiting barriers to learning.  PE teachers getting more 
time with students.

"You will have days 
that all you care about 
is your health."



P:  Retired T from 
KSD

Consistency with cultural, 
educational needs of deaf 
students. Have to re-train 
admin after every 
turnover. Need diversity 
in hiring. How can we 
work with you and your 
team, Dr. Pruitt? Admin 
makes a difference for 
our schools' needs being 
met. Ss feel that they do 
not have a "voice" with 
admin who don't know 
ASL. A disconnect is 
created when admin and 
Ss can't communicate or 
when new admin come 
along. 

Former S:  KSD 
graduate

Address 3 needs of deaf 
students; ASL, Total 
communication (fiinger 
spelling, visuall cues, 
ASL), Oral approach 
(delivery, using a spoken 
language).

Deaf education should be 
designed to address 
specific linguistic needs of 
our deaf students to 
encourage 
independance.Deaf Ss 
should have same level of 
education as hearing 
students, so they are 
empowered to achieve their 
goals. 

 Pruitt: Appreciate the 
KSD for coming 
ton+H13:H14ight, 
responsible for the 
students of KY but I'm 
accountable for the 
students of KSD/B.  
I'm going to be very 
involved with your 
school.



P, T, K Group 
(exceptional children)

Focused on the whole 
child and not just the 
exceptional (high/low) 
students.Schools should 
server ALL our children 
Provide access to arts to 
all. students

Arts, Meeting needs of 
exceptional students

Revisit alternate 
assessment policy.

Both boys in FCPS 
love school.  Very 
optimistic about what 
is to come.  Thanked 
Dr. Pruitt for coming to 
Exceptional Children 
Group meeting.  

Retired T:  KSD Need full support of KDE 
for KSD and KSB. 
Hearing Ts and Admins 
should know ASL, so that 
deaf children can acquire 
vocabulary the same way 
hearing children do. 

LRE (least restrictive 
environment)

Changing requirements to 
have special certification for 
Deaf students, not Special 
Education Certification, 
Emphasis communication 
with students with deaf 
students.  Normal students 
take in so much information 
from hearing information, 
missing out on incidental 
learning.  Teachers need to 
sign all the time to take in the 
knowledge and incidental 
knowledge.  

Deaf people can do 
anything except hear!



Retired T, A:  
Building, district, and 
KDE 

deemphasize standards 
assessment

administration supports 
school is important to 
school success, 
visual/performing arts in all 
schools

Classroom based student 
assessments of student 
progress are the keys for 
school success.  There are 
a lot of things that give us 
a lot more information 
(Classroom based, stealth 
assessments, etc.)  We 
have to provide the 
opportunities for students 
to learn.  A key to school 
success is the 
administration.  It is a 
critical piece in 
accountability. 

Based on individual student 
progress; acct percentages 
encourage admin to allocate 
funding to the areas where 
they will have highest yield of 
return; we need one that 
eliminates the "chasing of 
points'; keep adults 
accountable including arts 
and health areas; don't allow 
students to become victims of 
accountability system

A:  Arts, Danville 
Schools

 a value placed on the arts; 
quality music programs

the arts can't be measured 
with multiple choice 
questions, having a quality 
music program can't be 
shown with facts and 
figures, need to protect 
time for all four arts areas, 
quality teachers, adequate 
and equitable space



T, P, HSG STF: 
Rowan Co.

Address all students 
needs; dyslexia has fallen 
victim to 
misconceptions;all 
teachers need training in 
signs of dyslexia; 
currently not even our 
SpEd Ts have training in 
this disability;Ts need 
training in sensory 
strategies for students 
with dyslexia

C, Former S: FCPS Increase in Dsylexia 
Awareness and 
Training, 20% of our 
students in our 
classrooms. Many 
don't know it. 



P, Hearing Impaired 
Students

Need to meet the needs 
of deaf and hard of 
hearing children. Most 
DHH Ss are taught by Ts 
who have little to no 
training or experience 
with out population of Ss. 

utitlize deaf/blind 
experts when making 
policies regarding 
deaf/blind students

T: CTE/Welding Need to invest in helpiing 
Ss choose a pathway in 
MS; Ss should have a 
career skill AND an ACT 
score; Schools should 
embrace technical 
schools

Schools that value all paths 
for students



S: Laurel Co., 
Prichard Student 
Voice Team

Value music education; 
value creativity; have 
excited teachers; value 
practical education skills 
(money skills, 
communication skills-
address a letter

Creativity and student 
involvement and 
inclusiveness.  Making sure 
students feel safe to 
express themselves.  
Teachers that care about 
me, makes me want to get 
a better grade.  Learning life 
skills, soft skills, etc.  

Music has been my 
home.  It is the safe 
haven for many 
students.  My GPA is 
4.01 and ACT is 28 is 
because of band.  
CCR unreadiness is a 
tripwire to post-sec 
success. 

P, SBDM: Laurel Co. To turn out well-rounded 
productive citizens; 
everyone should come 
out of school being able 
to do something that 
contributes to soceity; 
school should be a safe 
place; our schools should 
care about every student 
and not just their 
academic success: 
schools should value 
parental support and not 
give up on parents if they 
don't respond to the first 
query home

safe place, bullying 
(teachers bully too), make 
sure students are given an 
opportunity to work with an 
adult who cares about them 
and will listen

Are they better today then 
they were yesterday? That 
should be out focus. Do Ss 
have a job when they leave 
our schools? Can Ss 
contribute to our world when 
they leave our schools? 

Parents are untapped 
resources. We need to 
utilze them as a 
resource more often 
than we do currently. 



T: Art Develop ALL students in 
minimum requirements in 
the Arts

The Arts We should go against a 
standard of what a 
successful school looks 
like. We shouldn't grade a 
group of Rhodes scholars 
on a bell curve. Ss should 
be accountable and adults 
should be accountable. 
We should not try to game 
the system. We need to 
provide authentic learning 
as often rather than 
reducing measuring 
learning to a paper and 
pencil test. 

We need set a gold standard 
for Arts achievement. Use 
gold standard programs as 
models. Then use those 
programs to help mentor 
other schools who may 
struggle to help students in 
the arts. 

Spotlight student 
achievements and 
recognize students on a 
state level.  Use gold 
standard programs to 
show others where 
"there" is.  Mentoring 
each other.

Do you have it do you 
not? Do you have it do 
you not? To see what 
progress is being 
made.

SA, S3: Race for 
Education, Council for 
Exceptional Children

Recognition that 
proficiency in 
math/reading for Ss with 
LD isn't always possible. 
Ss w/ disabilities need 
opportunities to engage 
in arts, music, and other 
programs that they often 
miss because they are in 
"recovery classes".

Find ways to engage 
students with special needs 
and make their life more 
rewarding.

proficiency for students 
with learning deficiencies 
is just not possible



SA: Model Lab, 
Madison

What is NOT expected 
from schools? The job 
duties of our teachers 
have compounded 
exponentially over the 
last several years. There 
are no "sacred cows" 
anymore. All nights are 
on the table. If we are 
doing our job right, it isn't 
from 8-3 anymore. The 
public perception is that 
Ts do not work enough. 
We are expected to be 
nurse, cop, mental health 
expert, and sometimes, a 
parent.

communication I don't see how we can't.  
we have so much data 
right now.  Some of it 
state, but some of it distict 
data to make sure the 
state data is going to be 
what the state says it is 
supposed to be.  CSIP - 
Feel like I need to plant a 
tree after I print.  Program 
Review is incredibly 
cumbersome.  Put a fully 
engaged teacher in front of 
your kids.  PGES system 
is a beast.  We need to 
take some of the burden 
off.    

Put in a fully engaged teacher 
in front of your students; 
many Ts are giving their all; 
some need to go "duds"

celebrate teachers and 
the good things that are 
going on with our kids 
and the gains they have 
made

Numbers are going 
down in Teacher Ed 
programs; young 
people don't see 
"pushing papers" as a 
career; not one student 
teacher in our building 
this year; teachers are 
leaving the profession 
because they are 
taking less-stressfull 
jobs; jobs where they 
can have a work/family 
balance                                                              
Pruitt: We don't have 
any politicians at KDE.
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