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PRUITT TO TESTIFY BEFORE U.S. SENATE COMMITTEE ON EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT 
(ESSA) IMPLEMENTATION 
 

 (FRANKFORT, Ky.) – Kentucky Commissioner of Education Stephen Pruitt will testify before the U.S. Senate 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions in Washington, D.C. tomorrow, Thursday, July 14 at 9:30 a.m. ET 

on the implementation of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  

 The hearing, titled “ESSA Implementation: Perspectives from Education Stakeholders on Proposed Regulations,” 

also will include testimony from Linda Darling-Hammond, President and CEO at the Learning Policy Institute and Charles 

E. Ducommun Professor of Education Emeritus at Stanford University; Superintendent Gail Pletnick, Dysart Unified School 

District in Arizona; and Alison Harris Welcher, Director Of School Leadership, Project L.I.F.T. in Charlotte, North Carolina. 

Copies of Pruitt’s testimony will be released once the hearing begins. 

 The hearing will be live streamed at: http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/essa-implementation-perspectives-from-

education-stakeholders-on-proposed-regulations. 

 Pruitt testified before the U.S. House Committee on Education and the Workforce on the proposed regulations last 

month. 

 The U.S. Department of Education (USED) is accepting public comment on proposed ESSA regulations. 

Individuals may read the proposed regulations on accountability, state plans, and data reporting and submit comments 

here. The deadline to do so is August 1. So far, about 4,000 comments have been offered.  

 Individuals may read proposed regulations on assessment and a new innovative assessment demonstration pilot 

and submit comments here. The deadline is September 9.  

 Commissioner Pruitt hopes all Kentuckians will take advantage of the opportunity to review and provide input on 

USED’s proposed regulations. 

 "It is imperative, for the welfare of our students and schools, that our educators and shareholders are engaged in 

this process to ensure our system will reflect the values of Kentucky¸” Pruitt said. “It is not only our right to provide 

feedback, it is the right thing to do." 

 Additional regulations will be forthcoming with final regulations expected by year’s end. 

 

(more) 

http://www.education.ky.gov/
http://www.twitter.com/kydeptofed
http://www.facebook.com/kydeptofed
mailto:nancy.rodriguez@education.ky.gov
http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/essa-implementation-perspectives-from-education-stakeholders-on-proposed-regulations
http://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/essa-implementation-perspectives-from-education-stakeholders-on-proposed-regulations
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/05/31/2016-12451/elementary-and-secondary-education-act-of-1965-as-amended-by-the-every-student-succeeds
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/07/11/2016-16124/title-i-improving-the-academic-achievement-of-the-disadvantaged-academic-assessments


Visit our website at http://www.education.ky.gov 
 

Follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/kydeptofed and Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/kydeptofed 

Page 2 – Pruitt to testify before Senate HELP Committee 

 The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), passed by Congress in a bi-partisan effort and signed into law in 

December of last year, reauthorizes the Elementary and Secondary Education Act – the main federal law governing public 

education – and replaces No Child Left Behind. 

 Kentucky already has started work on creating a new accountability system under ESSA. Some of the work groups 

will meet for the first time on Thursday in Elizabethtown. They will make recommendations to an Accountability Steering 

Committee, which will, in turn, make recommendations to Pruitt.  

 The Kentucky Board of Education must approve any changes in the accountability system. The current timeline 

calls for a new system to be in place for the 2017-18 school year. 
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