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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: 
Unbridled Learning Guiding Coalition
LIAISON:  Karen Dodd

	MEETING DATE: May 21, 2013
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Karen.dodd@education.ky.gov


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Robert Brown, EPSB

Fred Carter, WKU

Betsy Dexter, Chamber
Lynn Keen, KASC
Blake Haselton, UofL
Leon Mooneyhan, KLN

Bill Scott, KSBA
Wilson Sears, KASS
Marcia Seiler, Leg Research
Cindy Heine, Prichard
H.M. Snodgrass, KAEC

Wayne Young, KASC

Mary Ann Blankenship, KEA
Carolyn Witt Jones, Successful Schools
Tom Jones, AdvanceEd


	Agenda Item: How it all Fits Together
Discussion/Action: 
Dr. Holliday shared Kentucky’s P-12 Learning System diagram. Discussed how common core standards are meeting the requirements of Senate Bill 1. In June 2010 name was changed to Kentucky Core Assessment Standards (KCAS). Standards were deconstructed by more than 1,000 teachers and entered into the Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS) along with resources and assessments. 

June 10 is Interim Joint Commission meeting. Likely to be a lot of opposition to KCAS. Legislation will likely be proposed to derail KCAS. Four teachers will be there in support of KCAS.
Kentucky Board of Education will support KCAS with a resolution at the June 5 Board meeting. 

KDE is creating web page to show facts surrounding KCAS. KDE will also address on the May 31 Superintendent webinar.  

Key Questions/Concerns: 
· What actions should we take prior to June 10?
· Mary Ann Blankenship recommended a joint message pointing back to SB1 stating: these were developed by teachers; separate standards from assessments; lots of feedback given and changes made from first draft to final; teachers are not pushing back

· Use contacts to contact Interim Joint Committee members before meeting

· Frame as progress report on their SB1 initiative and state where we are going versus taking a defensive posture

· Do we have key talking points?

· Handed out during meeting. Will be sent electronically after they are sent to Senator Wilson

· Use to get community support

· PTA needs to show support


	

	Agenda Item: Superintendent Effectiveness
Discussion/Action: 
April 25 Dr. Holliday met with Superintendent Advisory Council. State Board wants to address local board procedures. Timeframe is set as follows:
· December 2013 – include in summative evaluation; include delivery goals; notes column, fiscal goals; working conditions survey (TELL Ky) – specifically resource issues

· December 2014 – adopt process to implement in 2015/16 school year

Superintendent training needed in higher ed; on-the-job training; workshops

Local boards need to know the standards and have the same standards which will then drive the conversations. 
Key Questions/Concerns: 
· How will the final rating be measured? Options include:
· Likard scale

· Matrix (standards/evidence)

· Index (weighted) – not enough research on this one yet, working on it

· Who will convene a superintendent effectiveness steering committee?

· Robert Brown agreed to convene committee

· Constituents of superintendents should be on committee

· Consider transition issues (14 superintendents has served for 14 or more years; average years serving is 7)


	

	Agenda Item: Prichard Committee Update
Discussion/Action: 

Cindy Heine explained that the vision of the Prichard Committee is to develop a cadre of advocates who will have a broad perspective of the array of policy needs. 
June 10 meeting will include the following agenda items:

· Tenure

· Alternative compensation systems

· Recommendations for moving forward

Key Questions/Concerns: 

· No questions were noted.


	

	Agenda Item: Districts of Innovation
Discussion/Action: 

David Cook shared that the Districts of Innovation applications are currently being reviewed and he anticipates 5 or 6 districts will be chosen by the end of the week. Great conversations are occurring around the applications. Those that are not named as districts of innovation will receive feedback on what was missing. A document will be created to present what good things were present in applications that were named districts of innovation and areas for improvement in those not chosen. 

Deadline for those wanting to apply for the 2014/15 school year will be in February 2014. 

Districts of Innovation status is for five years at which time district can re-apply. 

Key Questions/Concerns: 

· No questions were noted.



	

	Agenda Item: The Fund
Discussion/Action: 

David Cook explained that The Fund was established in October 2012. The kickoff meeting was held April 15, 2013. . There is a strong Board of Directors. The Fund is a resource partner (human and funding), not a strategy planner. They are looking at gaps within our plans and identifying opportunities to fill those gaps. 
Jim Wiseman is the Executive Director. Two other project managers which are funded through Gates Foundation grants (totaling $2.8 M) are on staff. 

Short-term plan is as follows:

· Fund raising – currently soliciting Top 20 funders (corporate, foundation and individuals)
· Designing meetings to explain what The Fund is doing

· Research pathway

· Support Districts of Innovation

· Venture Capital – can apply for funding to do new things

· Staffing up

June 19-21 Conference will focus on teaching common core and Professional Growth and Effectiveness System (PGES). 

Key Questions/Concerns: 

· No questions were noted
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