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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children (SAPEC)
LIAISON: Johnny W. Collett

	MEETING DATE: January 17-18, 2013
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: 


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Michael Armstrong

Ryan Beard

Deanna Brangers

Merritt Brent

Marinell Brown

Justin Cooper
Donnalie Stratton
Barry Goley

Tom Gravitt
Tom Gray
Dana Hamilton

Leisa Smith Hutchinson

Elisabeth Jensen
Mary Marshall
Randy Lee McCallon
Brent Merritt
Vickie Nicholson

Ronnie Nolan

Connie Pohlgeers

Vickey Reilly
Martha Slemp
Jaclyn Risden-Smith

Stella Smith


	Agenda Item: Past Chair Appreciation and Recognition
Discussion/Action: Marinell Brown and Deanna Brangers were recognized for their contributions as past chairs. Ms. Brown was presented with the Gold Apple award. Deanna Brangers also received a Golden Apple Award in recognition of her service for the past two years as immediate past chair.  



	Agenda Item: Kentucky Board of Legislative Agenda for 2013 Regular Session of the General Assembly (Tracy Herman, Policy Advisor, KDE/OGSS)
Discussion/Action:  Discussion occurred regarding current legislative issues.  Mike Armstrong made suggestions about changes that need to be made at schools regarding creating a safe school atmosphere. Facility money can be used to update schools without going through KDE for approval.
Key Questions/Concerns: 


	Agenda Item: Restraint and Seclusion Update and Due Process Hearing Update (David Wickersham, Assistant General Counsel, KDE/OGSS)
Discussion/Action: There have been 25 due process complaints filed, one of which was fully adjudicated. 18 of these complaints are currently pending, six have been withdrawn, settled, or dismissed. The mediation process is experiencing some success. 
Key Questions/Concerns: A general guidance document regarding the use of physical restraint and seclusion in public schools is in the process of being developed. Discussion centered around follow up and distribution. One suggested approach for supporting distribution of this guidance information was web-based training.  The panel was encouraged to send suggestions on policy and distribution to Mr. Wickersham, Sammie, or Johnny. How will distribution pertaining to the information in this guidance document look?  If there is web-based training, will it be scripted?


	Agenda Item:  KDE Strategic Plan Update (Johnny Collett, Director, Division of Learning Services, KDE)
Discussion/Action: Johnny shared information about recently being awarded the State Personnel Development Grant (SPDG). Aspects of SPDG include an important piece which is College and Career Readiness for students with significant disabilities who are participating in Kentucky’s Alternate Assessment Program. This piece will remain a central component within the activities of the grant as it concerns the importance of preparing students with disabilities to be college and career ready upon exiting school. Johnny also shared information concerning the Assessment/Accountability Data Release, PGES, CSIPs/CDIPS/KCMP, implementation of KCAS, CIITS, and PD-360.

Johnny discussed the topic of the proposed regulation concerning physical restraint and seclusion in public schools. There continues to be work in this area that needs to be finalized. Johnny stated that implementing new restraint and seclusion guidance is envisioned for 2013-2014.

Johnny discussed the past success of SPLASH. SPLASH is an initiative to train new teachers who are involved with students who have significant needs.

	Agenda Item:  State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPR/APR) Update and Request for Input (Stephanie Sterling, Debbie Mays, Division of Learning Services, KDE)
Discussion/Action: The Annual Performance Report (APR) is due to the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) on February 15, 2013 (usually February 1, but extended this year due to delayed delivery of APR Package from OSEP).  OSEP has made changes this year in the compliance monitoring indicators, including combining some (combining indicators 9 and 10 into 9A and 9B) and eliminating others (indicators 16 and 17) from this year’s APR.
Key Questions/Concerns: 


	

	Agenda Item: Operation Preparation 2013 (Sharon Johnston, Division of Learning Services, KDE
Discussion/Action: Sharon showed the panel the new and improved Operation Preparation website. The website address is:
(http://education.ky.gov/educational/CCAdv/op/Pages/default.aspx
Connie Pohlgeers and Mike Armstrong shared their experience with the Lieutenant Governor coming to their school and talking about Operation Preparation and its role in preparing students for college.
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought): 
Senator Robert Stivers II (R) and Representative Dennis Horlander (D) both stopped by the Panel meeting and offered a greeting, as well as general remarks. 
Panel members discussed the potential impact that education funding cuts and unforeseen circumstances could have on the special education programs in schools throughout our state.

Areas of potential funding concern that were discussed included reduction in SEEK, Sequestration by Congress, and the Kentucky School Board Insurance Trust (KISBIT) debt. The Panel expressed concern that, as our state and local boards of education react to these potential funding cuts, students with exceptional needs will be impacted significantly.
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