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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: Gifted and Talented
LIAISON:  Kathie Anderson

	MEETING DATE: March 5, 2014
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: Kim Nettleton


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Kathie Anderson  -  Gifted Education Consultant/Kentucky Department of Education

Kim Nettleton - Postsecondary Education/ Morehead State University
Jan Lanham – Parents/Nelson County
Ed Amend – Parents/ Fayette County
Jill Adelson – Postsecondary Education/ University of Louisville
Deena Jones – GT Coordinators/Fayette County
Molly Isaacs-McLeod – Parents/Oldham County
Louis Kelley – Elementary Teacher/Jefferson County
Pam Geisselhardt – GT Teachers/Adair County
Jonathon Jett – Superintendents/Perry County
Beth Brock – Local School Boards/Madison County
Opal Dawson – Principals/Jefferson County
Brian Gupton – Private Business Sector/Jefferson County

Agenda Item:  Mission statement and review of Gifted Advisory Council (GAC)


News of interest



Introduction of new members



Approval of January meeting minutes

Discussion/Action:  Chairman Jan Lanham called the meeting to order. Members were introduced. Johnny Collett, Director of the Division of Learning Services, welcomed new members to the Advisory Council. He thanked the members for the work they do in Gifted Education. He stated he was looking forward to the Gifted Advisory Council Update that will be presented to Kentucky Board of Education on April 9. The January 14, 2014 meeting minutes were read and a motion made was made by Pam Geisselhardt to approve minutes. The motion was seconded by Opal Dawson. Motion carried to accept minutes.
Agenda Item:  Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) Update
Discussion/ Action:  Kathie Anderson provided an update on KDE. More information on these topics can be found at the KDE website. Information was presented regarding the new Early Graduation from High School Regulation. The regulations come from Senate Bill 61 and companion Senate bill 97 (2013). The regulation allows student to graduate from high school in 3 years or less will begin in the 2014-2015 school year. Students requesting early graduation must sign a form and plan by October 1 of the school year. The form is now available on the website. Kelly Clark is the consultant for Early Graduation and can be contacted for more information. 
Other Items included:

· Lync Webinar with information on the Gifted Student Service Plan (GSSP) within Individual Learning Plan (ILP) is posted on the GT Resources web page. This is a tool to help with GSSP's for grade 6-12. 

· Gifted and Talented programs were added to the Consolidated Monitoring Plan. Three schools were piloted this year. 
· New "Print all" tool in Infinite Campus allows districts to print student level data. 
· A report of the council’s activities and products will be given to KBE April 9.
· Review of the amount of council’s brochures for distribution.

Agenda Item:  Review and discuss Federal Guidelines on School Discipline 

Discussion/Action:  Kathie Anderson shared the Federal Guidelines on School Discipline with the council. A handout of FAQs was distributed. The guidance package focuses on school safety, non-discriminatory, practices. There is a package online to help create safe schools. 
Of the FAQs, B3, B4, C1, and C2 seem to be the most relevant to the Gifted Advisory Council members and school system.

Key Questions/Concerns: Jan Lanham suggested looking at the characteristics of gifted students who might meet some of the characteristics identified in this area of behavior. Looking at these characteristics could help teachers to better understand and help students with behavior needs. Teachers need to know that the behaviors of these students may not be immaturity, but a natural consequence of the way their minds work. By understanding these behaviors, educators can be proactive with students who may be gifted in leadership, but who are leading in a non-productive way. Parents of really bright students struggle as well with these behaviors and this information could be beneficial for them as well.

	Agenda Item: Discussion of 2014 Legislative Agenda 
Discussion/Action:  The following Legislative Agenda items were reviewed and discussed by the council:

· SEEK Funding: 
· Flexible Focus Grants
· College and Career Readiness

· District Turn around Support
· Capital Projects
· Finance Officer Legislation
· Digital Learning Legislation

Key Questions/Concerns:  Early in the budget talks, a 2% raise was discussed, but there is no discussion on the Legislative Agenda handout. Kathie will check on that, as she has not heard much about the discussion of raises. A few weeks ago, Kathie Anderson sent out information about the Kentucky Math Grant to help supplement funds for gifted education. 

	Agenda Item: Discussion of indicators regarding quality gifted education programming
Discussion/Action: Jan Lanham reviewed the Kentucky regulation requiring identification of gifted students in the five gifted areas. The question arose on how best practices should be monitored. There was a discussion regarding recommendations the council could make regarding how to help districts make decisions about prioritizing existing money. The Kentucky law states that schools shall provide multiple service options, not only pull out. The council discussed that there is a need to identify what quality services should look like. 

Primary Talent Pool (PTP) is very weak across the state. The vision behind this is to acknowledge that underachievement is a learned behavior and underserved populations are often left behind. Primary Talent Pool was intended to allow up to 25% of the kindergarten through third grade school population to receive services and experiences for developing talent. 

Kathie Anderson shared that state-wide, the number of PTP students is around 20% and that only 2% of the twice-exceptional children are identified as gifted. Students gifted in the Visual and Performing Arts (VPA) are under-identified in the state. She suggested that the Advisory Council should provide a document or tool kit next year to help provide training for differentiation for advanced and gifted learners. It was suggested that the council could provide samples of extension units for teachers to use with students. 
Key Questions/Concerns:
· Many teachers do not know what to do with students who have been identified as PTP.

· Many don't know what to do with the students who score at high levels in their class. 

· Enrichment is difficult for teachers.

· It is a Professional Development issue. Teachers lack PD for how to differentiate instruction for enrichment. 

· Teachers need more identification training, as do parents. 

· There should be more focus in pre-service teacher training on gifted education.
· What could be part of a GT program review that would be helpful?  
· Perhaps include in program review interviews with teachers and students. 

	Agenda Item: Budget Report

Discussion/Action: Pam Geisselhardt gave the budget report. There is $5,351.16 left in the budget for travel expenses, however there are several outstanding expenses to be paid from this money. There is a balance of $12,380.99 left in the budget. 
Motion:   Kim Nettleton made the motion to accept the budget and Molly Isaacs-McLeod seconded the motion and the motion was carried.
Key Questions/Concerns: 

How should we spend the money to provide the most benefits to parents, students, and teachers?  There was a discussion regarding outreach and advocacy. Kathie Anderson said that she and Lynette Baldwin have discussed visiting Pendleton and Bullitt County to visit the schools and vet those identified as Model Service Delivery Schools. 

	Agenda Item: Kentucky System of Interventions/RTI- implementations for gifted students best practices/recommendations - Jan Lanham
Discussion/Action: Jan explained that RTI was originally designed as a way to address student needs without using a discrepancy model. Its application and implication may be different across the districts and the state. The intent is for continuous progress. RTI interventions are not intended to be exchanged for gifted services. Interventions are matched to needs of students. Modification of intensity and frequency. For advanced learners, we must meet those needs. Behaviors need to be examined. Schools should choose a screening tool that can show growth. RTI interventions need to be more than just adopting a program. Interventions must be standards based and matched to student needs. 
Ed Amend shared that NAGC is trying to come up with a formal definition for twice-exceptional. Jan Lanham offered to share Universal screeners for behaviors, if needed. Ed Amend is going to send the link to a paper at NAGC that looks at WISC scale for measuring the discrepancy: Using the WISC IV to Identify Students. He will email the paper written for NAGC that addresses how to identify twice-exceptional students.
Key Questions/Concerns: 

· Underserved GT populations are often overlooked.
· Students hide their skills or talents. 

· Progress monitor for strengths as well as weaknesses. 

· Acceleration practices can help. 

· How do we help twice-exceptional children? 
· How do we help teachers help students across the whole spectrum? 
· Implications of RTI for students who need to go farther and faster are profound. RTI needs to be multi-tiered and should look at instructional and social-emotional needs using research based strategies.

· How are barriers removed that impede continuous progress for gifted students?

	Agenda Item: KAGE Update
Discussion/Action: The Annual conference in Lexington went very well. KAGE sponsored Gifted Education Week, the proclamation signing, and brought students to the capitol. 

Upcoming KAGE events:

· June 17 - Summer Conference - Bowling Green: Model services will be shared at the conference. Questioning strategies will also be covered.
· August 23 - Update for teachers will be provided (PGES and other topics will be covered)

· KAGE provide scholarship assistance to VAMPY or other summer programs at Bowling Green. Rising 6th graders and older can attend the residential program.
· September 15h and 16th – Fall Workshop, Issues for Leaders and Parent Night. Focus will be on social/emotional issues.
· February 23 - 24, 2015 - The KAGE Annual Conference 
Agenda Item:  National Update

Discussion/Action:  Jan Lanham shared that the JAVITTS funding was added back in at $5 million. This is the first time this money has been part of the budget since 2011. Senate Bill 511 And House Bill 528: Supporting achievement gaps in gifted education, linked to TITLE I funding, with flexibility to target gifted populations. It is for research of underserved populations and programming with research that could be replicated.

Key Questions/Concerns: 

Molly Isaacs-McLeod asked if a letter could be sent out to everyone so that people could send emails or letters to ask legislators to fund Kindergarten SEEK and gifted funding. 

	Agenda Item: Old business

Discussion/Action:  Work Groups
· Middle School: 

The outline is complete, but the group is in the process of completing the draft.
· Model Services: 

Jan shared the work product. The model service needs to be sustainable and she asked that?
· Identification Group:
A document has been started which lists the give gifted categories with suggested assessments.  Ed Amend, Molly Isaac-McLeod and Opal Dawson joined this group. Deena Jones offered to send a list of assessments used in Fayette County.
· Policies and Procedures

This group is working on articulating barriers when developing policies and procedures. Deena Jones joined this work group.
New members were invited to join work groups or start a work group that addresses needs articulated in the meeting. 
Agenda Item: Adjournment
Discussion/Action: The meeting was adjourned by Jan Lanham after the workgroups met. Next meeting will be April 29, 2014.
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