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KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

ADVISORY GROUP MEETING SUMMARY

	ADVISORY GROUP: State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children
LIAISON:  Johnny Collett

	MEETING DATE: November 24-26, 2013
NOTE-TAKER/CONTACT: 


	ADVISORY GROUP MEMBERS PRESENT:
Casey Allen

Mike Armstrong
Ryan Beard

Stella Beard

Deanna Brangers

Marinell Brown

Johnny Collett (KDE Liaison)

Justin Cooper

Anita Dowd

Susan Farra (Asst. KDE liaison)

Mary Fehrenbach (interpreter)

Paula Goff

Leisa Smith Hutchison

Elisabeth Jensen

Mary Marshall

Randy McCallon

Brett Merritt

Vickie Nicholson

Ronnie Nolan

Connie Pohlgeers

Vickey Reilly

Jaclyn Risden-Smith

Martha Slemp

Dot Stallard (Interpreter)

Donnalie Stratton

Jennifer Tucker



	Agenda Item:   Thursday, November 24, 2013.   Executive Committee Meeting

New member Anita Dowd was introduced to panel.  New member Katie Bentley was not able to attend the meeting.  

Introductions were made by Panel members.

The November 2013 agenda was reviewed and amended to include a presentation at 2:45 PM on the afternoon of Monday, November 25th on Response to Intervention (RTI) and pre-school age children.   

Minutes from the September 2013 meeting were reviewed. The panel approved the minutes with small revisions.

A brief overview of the highlights of the Kentucky Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Conference schedule was presented.

Discussion/Action: 

Key Questions/Concerns: 


	

	Agenda Item:   Monday, November 25th 2013  (General Business Session I)
Meeting called to order at 1:20 pm.  

The Interpreters for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing talked about tips to making interpreting easier for Panel Members.  The Interpreters requested that Panel members speak louder, take turns when speaking, and raise hand before speaking.  This will help facilitate better communication during the meeting.

Introductions of the Panel

A reminder was made about the change in the meeting agenda to incorporate a presentation on RTI and preschool age students at 2:45 PM.

Discussion/Action: 

Key Questions/Concerns: 



	


	Agenda Item:   Presentation on Accommodations and Statewide Assessment - Inclusion of special populations in the state-required assessment and accountability programs (proposed revisions to 703 KAR 5:070).  (Cindy Greer, Office of Assessment and Accountability, KDE)
Discussion/Action:  Removal of a reader from reading portion and calculator from the math portion as accommodations during statewide testing was not well received, so changes were made to the Inclusions document.  The accommodation of a reader and calculator was reestablished and added back in as long as the student has these accommodations specified in their IEP.  However, the use of accommodations needs to be student-initiated.  Each district needs to put a plan and a process in place so the teachers know what they need to do to ensure that each student has the appropriate accommodations during the statewide testing.  

Key Questions/Concerns: How will the provision of appropriate accommodations during statewide testing increase student achievement and prepare students to be ready for college/career?  Assistive Technology should be used early as accommodations to prepare students for future independence.  The goal is to fade accommodations, as appropriate, so increased student independence can be achieved.

In regard to student-initiation of use of accommodations, Ms. Greer stated that further information will be forthcoming pertaining to the difference between student request to use accommodations and the availability of those accommodations (e.g., use of math manipulatives, etc.)


	

	Agenda Item: Presentation on Response to Intervention (RTI) and Pre-school Age Students  (Vickie Nicholson and Jaclyn Risden- Smith, Panel Members)
Discussion/Action: 
Kentucky does not presently have universal preschool and it is impacting all preschool age children. Since Kentucky does not have universal preschool, Ms. Risden-Smith reported that the RTI process for pre-school students is non-existent.  In many cases, the parent has to be present for pre-school students to receive RTI interventions.  This does pose a problem.  First Steps is the exception in that First Steps is considered an intervention in and of itself.  There are many young children before the age of three who need to be receiving First Steps services that are not.  Many students walk into K or 1st grade without any prior educational or intervention services (e.g., preschool or any other early intervention). The Panel discussed that this is really a “closing the gap” and “kindergarten readiness issue.”  The length of time required to change a regulation could potentially create a problem in closing the gaps for all students to be ready for Kindergarten.

After further discussion pertaining to the RTI and preschool regulations, the Panel made the following recommendation:  The State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children would like to advise Commissioner Holliday and the Kentucky Board of Education to create a task force to examine statewide kindergarten readiness trends with an intentional focus on current Response to Intervention (RTI) requirements related to eligibility of preschool-aged students.

Key Questions/Concerns: 
After further discussion pertaining to the RTI and preschool regulations, the Panel made the following recommendation:  The State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children would like to advise Commissioner Holliday and the Kentucky Board of Education to create a task force to examine statewide kindergarten readiness trends with an intentional focus on current Response to Intervention (RTI) requirements related to eligibility of preschool-aged students.


	

	Agenda Item:  Monday, November 25, 2013 General Business Session II
Discussion/Action:  
The Panel reviewed and approved the following meeting dates  and locations for 2014. 

January 16-17; Frankfort, KY

April 24-25; Louisville, KY

September 18-19; Kenlake State Resort Park (Hardin, KY)
November  23-25; Annual KY CEC Conference (Louisville, KY)

The Panel reviewed and approved the Elections Committee Report and presented the slate of officers for 2014.  Ballots were distributed to members for nominations.  Election results:  Vickie Nicholson-Chair; Ryan Beard-Vice Chair; Secretary-Stella Beard; Jaclyn Risden-Smith-Member at Large; Ronnie Nolan-Member at Large.
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	

	Agenda Item: Tuesday, November 26, 2013. General Business Session III
Discussion/Action:  Panel discussed items that were shared/presented at the two public forums held during the KY CEC Conference. 
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	Agenda Item: Tuesday, November 26, 2013. Presentation on the State Performance Plan/Annual Performance Report (SPP/APR)    (Stephanie Sterling, Exceptional Children Consultant,  Diverse Learners Branch, KDE)
Discussion/Action: 
Stephanie Sterling presented on how Kentucky’s SPP/APR informs continuous improvement toward college and career readiness for students with disabilities. At this time, there are 20 performance indicators which KDE monitors. Indicators 1-14 are based on district performance and indicators 15 through 20 are based on state’s performance in the area of general supervision. 
Seventeen (17) of the indicators are being considered for proposed revisions, including (1) graduation rate, (2) dropout rate,  (3) assessments, (4) suspension and expulsion rates, (5) LRE, and (6) preschool LRE, (7) Preschool Outcomes, (8) parent involvement, (9) disproportionate representation, (10) disproportionate representation by disability category, (11) evaluation timelines, (12) preschool transition, (13) secondary transition, (14) post-school outcomes, (15) resolution sessions, (16) mediation, and (17) State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP)

There is a new Indicator 17 for Fiscal Year 2013 which involves Kentucky Submitting a State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) in February 2015.  At this time, Kentucky is considering being a pilot state for the SSIP.
Key Questions/Concerns: 



	Agenda Item: Tuesday, November 26, 2013. Presentation on Kentucky’s Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Waiver White Paper (Johnny Collett, Director, Division of Learning Services, KDE)
Discussion/Action: 
Copies of the ESEA White Paper were distributed to Panel members.  Mr. Collett gave an overview of the Waiver.  He explained the importance of this waiver and what it would mean to Kentucky if we lost it. Mr. Collett encouraged members of the SAPEC to provide feedback on the white paper.
Mr. Collett distributed a flyer about “New Directors of Special Education Professional Learning Opportunity.”  This is a learning opportunity for first and second-year Directors of Special Education Directors.  This will be a new voluntary program to assist them in learning the responsibilities and duties that comprise their position.  This program is planned to launch in July 2014.  This will pair a seasoned Director of Special Education with a newly placed Director.

Key Questions/Concerns: 


	

	

	Other Items (can include items not on formal agenda, action to be taken, next steps, food for thought): 

SAPEC’s next meeting will be on  January 16-17, 2014 in Frankfort, KY

Senator Robert Stivers will be at our January meeting.  We would also like to extend an invitation to the Governor to attend the January meeting in Frankfort.
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