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Rural America includes more than 50 million adults and 12 million children. 
Rural Americans face a greater likelihood of lower incomes, higher poverty rates, declining health outcomes, and lower educational 
attainment than their urban and suburban counterparts. A strategy of “leveling the playing field” across urban, suburban, and rural 
schools has been pursued for a long time with limited results. Somehow, we need to change the narrative. Somehow, we must remake 
rural education a vital part of the overall American education system.

We must find a way to simultaneously work together to reshape the rural economy, remake the quality of place, own the future of 
learning, and prepare rural communities to be successful in a highly competitive, complex, and ever-changing world. Rural schools 
always have been and should continue to be the real and symbolic cornerstones of their communities. If rural communities are to own 
the future of learning and benefit from new technologies that enable any person, anywhere, and at any time to grow and improve his 
or her knowledge and skills, then rural schools must become much more than a place—they must become the driving force where 
things take place. In addition to being college ready, work ready, and future ready, we must be rural ready.
 
Rural ready means that we need to rethink rural economic and educational policy at the national, state, regional, and local levels so 
that deeper, broader, and more persistent prosperity is truly possible (e.g., higher incomes, less poverty, better health, and greater 
educational attainment). 

A rural-ready agenda assumes that strong economic growth can happen when local leadership focuses on growing, attracting, 
supporting, and keeping a diverse and talented citizenry. There is a growing concern about the widening income gap in American 
society. A rural prosperity strategy can help America and any state pursue a broad-based economic growth strategy.

TURN GROW CONNECT 
the brain drain

into a brain gain
rural economies

that create new jobs,
talent, and wealth

educational, economic, and 
civic leadership

for sustainable impact.

Together, we must find ways to…
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Forum Sessions
This two-day event is designed to inspire individual potential and possibilities by sharing examples from powerful rural schools and 
education leaders and practitioners that are linked to prosperous rural communities. Unlike traditional conferences where attendees 
come and listen to speakers and experts, this Forum is designed to encourage two-way conversations. Keynote and learning sessions 
will provide attendees the opportunity to hear from educational leaders and practitioners from around the country on critical rural 
education issues, then participate in discussions with presenters and other attendees.

Learning sessions will focus on timely, relevant topics, including:

Collaborating—Leveraging Rural Strengths to Guide Future Opportunities
Through hearing inspiring examples of successful and replicable rural innovations, attendees will be encouraged to re-examine their 
own situations, resources, and plans. These sessions will explore how rural districts can leverage new ideas and strategies to respond 
to a global reality and better prepare students for college, careers, and life. 

•  Collaborative networking amoung education, community, and business partnerships
•  Creating and sustaining local/regional collaborative leadership 
•  Preserving culture while inspiring change

Innovating—Practical Ways to Tackle Contemporary Challenges in Rural Schools
At the heart of successful designs are creative uses of technology and connectivity, collaborative processes, and powerful rural 
leadership practices. These sessions will provide attendees with ideas for great design initiatives through collaborative and 
innovative practices that expand educator effectiveness, extend the reach of the most effective educators, strengthen principal/
teacher/team leadership capacity, and support greater student ownership.

• Connecting education and economic development innovation through collaboration
• Encouraging entrepreneurship in K-12 and higher education
• Increasing student opportunities through dual enrollment and blended learning

Revitalizing—Restructuring the Foundation to Build a Thriving Rural Community
A powerful success story is a testimony of a growing and thriving rural community. The Forum will highlight examples of successful 
rural revitalization initiatives and how planning, adjusting, revising, and delivering can alter the blueprint of rural communities, 
significantly increasing the probability of improved education and economic outcomes.

• Economic and community revitalization
• Responding to economic crisis
• Creating local solutions for regional and national challenges
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Hilton Polaris • Columbus, Ohio

Schedule at a Glance

Tuesday, 
October 28

7:30–8:30 a.m. Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:30–10:30 a.m.   Welcome and Keynote Series

10:30–10:45 a.m. Break and Exhibitor Time

10:45–11:45 a.m. Learning Sessions

11:45 a.m.–12 p.m. Break and Exhibitor Time

12–12:45  p.m.  Lunch (provided)

12:45–1:45 p.m. Plenary Panel Discussion

1:45–2 p.m. Closing Remarks

Monday, 
October 27

7:30–8:30 a.m.  Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:30–10:30 a.m. Welcome Announcements and Keynote Series

10:30–10:45 a.m. Break and Exhibitor Time

10:45–11:45 a.m. Learning Sessions

11:45 a.m.–12 p.m. Break and Exhibitor Time

12–12:30 p.m. Lunch (provided)

12:15–1:30 p.m. Keynote and Panel Discussion: 
Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education

1:30–1:45 p.m. Break and Exhibitor Time

1:45–2:30 p.m. Former Governors Panel Discussion

2:30–2:45 p.m. Break and Exhibitor Time

2:45–3:45 p.m. Learning Sessions

4–6 p.m. Professional Collaboration and Networking
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Monday, October 27, 2014

October Sky: Turning Dreams Into Reality
Homer Hickam, Author Rocket Boys: A Memoir (adapted into October Sky)
Homer Hickam will tell the story of his childhood dreams, created in the small mining town of 
Coalwood, West Virginia. His courageous spirit led him to build high-flying rockets as a high school 
student, and later launched his career as a NASA engineer in the 1980’s and 1990’s. Rocket Boys: A 
Memoir, made Homer a best-selling author, among many other accomplishments. Turning dreams into 
reality from humble beginnings, Homer’s gift of storytelling will leave you inspired with a clear vision 
to live your dream and prosper, despite challenges and adversity.

Collaboration is the Critical Ingredient  
Gayle Manchin, President, West Virginia State Board of Education; Past-President of the National 
Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE); Randi Weingarten, President, American Federation 
of Teachers
Together, the presenters will share the story of how they are leading Reconnecting McDowell 
(the county of Homer Hickam’s childhood), revitalizing the collaborative mindset across the 
McDowell County community, emphasizing the importance of economic development and education, 
and acknowledging the key role that teachers play. Their inspirational story is one you will remember 
and their joint learning session will provide strategies in more detail.

Learning to Find a Home at Home
Mark Rembert, Co-Director, ENERGIZE Clinton County
An economic crisis in 2008 inspired leaders in Clinton County, Ohio to focus on “plugging leaks” in 
the local economy. This approach to community economic development led local leaders to identify 
the loss of educated workers as one of the community’s most severe leakage points. Mark will share 
the stories of his community’s efforts to bring together local government, non-profits, educational 
institutions, and businesses to develop a multi-dimensional approach to creating opportunities in 
education, professional development, and housing for its young people to help them learn to find a 
home at home.

Keynote Presentation Series • 8:45‒10:30 a.m. • Polaris Ballroom

Dr. James W. Mahoney, Executive Director, Battelle for Kids
Since 2001, Dr. Jim Mahoney has served as the Executive Director of Battelle for Kids, a national, 
education non-profit organization working with school district leaders and teachers to improve 
student achievement. He is passionate about improving educational opportunities for all students in 
order for them to make better lives for themselves. With more than 35 years of experience in rural 
education, including superintendent for 15 years, principal, teacher, coach, professor, and author, 
Jim is committed to improving rural education.

Dr. Richard A. Ross, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Ohio Department of Education; 
The passion Dr. Richard A. Ross has for improving education for all children is rooted in his own 
rural childhood experience in northwest Ohio when a teacher inspired him to pursue a college 
degree. Dr. Ross has carried this memory throughout his career as a teacher, principal, and 
superintendent. In any education situation, Dr. Ross searches out educators who possess the gift to 
improve learning and provide inspiration. Formerly the superintendent for three Ohio school districts 
(Bryan, Ottawa-Glandorf, and Reynoldsburg), Dr. Ross believes in a child-first improvement approach 
by increasing efficiency and performance. 

Welcome Announcements • 8:30 a.m.
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Learning Sessions • 10:45‒11:45 a.m.
From Rocket Boys to October Sky: Q&A Session with Homer Hickam
Presenter: Homer Hickam, Author Rocket Boys: A Memoir
Room: Polaris A 
In this session, participants will have the opportunity to learn more about 
Homer Hickam, engage in a lively discussion around issues shared in his keynote, and 
learn practical applications of how to turn dreams into a reality.

A Framework for Revitalization: Reconnecting McDowell
Presenters: Gayle Manchin, West Virginia State Board of Education; Randi Weingarten, 
American Federation of Teachers
Room: Polaris B
Gayle Manchin and Randi Weingarten are profound examples of visionary leaders 
bringing about successful change to the rural schools and the community of McDowell 
County, West Virginia. They have moved the Reconnecting McDowell project in rural 
West Virginia from conception to implementation and will highlight specific steps and 
strategies involved in their work. The significance of policy, collaboration, honoring 
and engaging the community, and connecting with economic development and other 
aspects of their success will be explored.  

Education and ‘Plugging the Leaks’ In the Local Economy
Presenter: Mark Rembert, ENERGIZE Clinton County
Room: Polaris C
The ongoing struggle that rural communities face to attract and retain skilled young 
people demonstrates the need to redefine the relationship between education 
and community economic development. Mark will explore a model for community 
economic development which emphasizes on maintaining and growing local resources, 
specifically focused on human capital. He will take a deep dive into strategies that align 
local schools, higher education, local government, and businesses to attract and retain 
more young people in rural communities.

East Tennessee Rural Networking: Clinch-Powell/Lincoln Memorial University
Presenters: Alan Pratt, Michael Clyburn, and Teresa Bicknell, Lincoln Memorial 
University; Terry Acuff, Clinch-Powell Educational Cooperative
Room: Gemini A

The Clinch-Powell Educational Cooperative (CPEC) and Lincoln Memorial University’s 
(LMU) Carter and Moyers School of Education formed a unique partnership in the 
summer of 2013. The cooperative and the university formed an advisory council 
to better prepare CPEC teachers and pre-service teachers from the university. 
Training began in 2013 and revolved around three major areas: professional learning 
communities (PLC’s), a balanced assessment system, and response to instruction and 
intervention (RTI2). Participants will walk through the establishment, training, and 
sustainable work of the future between CPEC and LMU.

The Best Teacher in You
Presenters: Presenters: Mike Thomas and Kate Heynoski, Battelle for Kids
Room: Gemini C

What does teaching look like at its very best? How are great teachers able to ignite a 
love of learning and change students’ lives? What are the keys to accelerating learning 
for both teachers and students? Over the past six years, Battelle for Kids has  worked 
with highly effective teachers to examine the mindsets, behaviors, and change 
processes that accelerate and deepen learning. You will leave with knowledge and 
strategies to implement in your own classroom.

Monday, October 27
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12:15-1:30 p.m.

Keynote and Panel Discussion
Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education
Room: Polaris Ballroom
Arne Duncan, the ninth U.S. Secretary of Education, has served in this post since 
his confirmation by the U.S. Senate on January 20, 2009, following his nomination 
by President Barack Obama. Duncan’s tenure as Secretary has been marked by a 
number of significant accomplishments on behalf of American students and teachers. 
He worked to secure congressional support for President Obama’s investments in 
education, including the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act’s $100 billion to 
fund 325,000 teaching jobs, increases in Pell grants, reform efforts such as Race to 
the Top and Investing in Innovation, and interventions in low-performing schools. 
Under Duncan’s leadership at the Department, the Race to the Top program has the 
incentives, guidance, and flexibility it needs to support reforms in states. During 
Duncan’s tenure, the Department has launched a comprehensive effort to transform 
the teaching profession.

Former Governors Panel Discussion • 1:45‒2:30 p.m.
Panelists: Program will be updated when confirmations are final.
Panel Moderator: Jim Mahoney, Executive Director, Battelle for Kids
Room: Polaris Ballroom

In this moderated panel discussion, former governors from rural states will reflect on the experiences and challenges of rural 
education during their tenures. No longer facing the urgency of the daily political fray, and with some distance behind them, 
these former state leaders will share perspectives that we can learn from. New ideas can emerge from considering the pluses 
and minuses of past initiatives. Their ideas and suggestions can inform the growing national voice to improve rural education.

Monday, October 27, 2014
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The Rural Education Council of Colorado: A Rural Voice 
for our Rural School Districts
Presenters: Tina Goar and Robert Hammond, Colorado 
Department of Education; John Knapp, Rocky Ford School 
District; George Welsh, Center School District
Room: Polaris A
The Rural Education Council of Colorado (RECC) and the 
Colorado Department of Education will provide information 
regarding the Rural Education Council and how they have been 
able to support and build capacity for rural school districts. 
RECC members and the Commissioner and Deputy 
Commissioner will share the council’s purpose, goals and 
priorities, and the current work of the council. An interactive 
dialogue with participants will be included for questions 
and answers.

Completing the Puzzle: Career Education a Perfect Fit
Presenter: Deborah McDonald, 2014 Ohio Teacher of the Year
Room: Polaris B
Attendees will examine the reasons that career technical 
education helps rural students develop confidence, prepare 
for the future, and become successful, contributing community 
members. We will examine the methodology used in laboratory 
classrooms and how those strategies might be applied in a 
traditional classroom. Through discussion and participation, 
attendees will assist in assembling the pieces of the puzzle to 
demonstrate the impact of career technical education on children 
from rural communities.

Creating a Partnership with Business and Industry
Presenters: Linda Smith Floyd, Green County Area Technology 
Center; Ron McMahan, Taylor County Industrial Authority
Room: Polaris C
The Executive Director/CEO of Taylor County Industrial 
Authority and the Principal of Green County Area Technology 
Center in Kentucky, will talk about how they worked together 
to create a partnership. They will share how they met the needs 
of business and industry and turned a high school electricity 
program into an industrial maintenance pathway with an 
emphasis on robotics. The session will also present information 
on how they worked with Campbellsville University to house the 
robotics program that is offered to high school students.

Bridging Partnerships Between Higher Education 
and K-12
Presenters: Renee Murley, University of Memphis; Donald 
Hopper, University of Memphis Liaison to Southwest Tennesee 
Rural Collaborative; Michael Price, Decatur County Schools
Room: Gemini B
Partnerships are essential to the success of education and 
workforce preparation. The University of Memphis Lambuth 
Campus along with their partners, Battelle for Kids (BFK) and the 
Southwest Tennessee Rural Education Collaborative (SWTREC), 
have become a catalyst in transforming support in regional rural 
school districts. From the pre-service training of new teachers to 
professional development of in-service teachers, the University 
of Memphis and BFK strive to offer support for innovative 
and creative ideas necessary to create the future workforce of 
Tennessee. This session will share the progress made through 
the West Tennessee Rural Innovation Center at the University of 
Memphis Lambuth Campus.

Rural Revitalization Through Replication
Presenter: John White, Maryland State Department of Education
Room: Gemini C
Successful changes follow a pattern. In the information age, we 
have new opportunities to connect people to existing “bright 
spots” and accelerate learning and replication of these islands 
of excellence in rural America. We cannot wait for a single solution 
or funding stream to adequately solve the well-documented 
challenges associated with distance. There are many successful 
examples for increasing postsecondary education and career-
training to be shared, learned from, and replicated. Attendees will 
learn about funding and partnership opportunities, and discuss 
where to look for opportunities in their communities. Let’s share 
repeatable solutions.

Learning Sessions • 2:45‒3:45 p.m.

Monday, October 27

Join us in the Polaris Ballroom 
 for professional collaboration 
and networking from 4‒6 p.m.
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Keynote Presentation Series • 8:45‒10:30 a.m. • Polaris Ballroom

Tuesday, October 28, 2014

Motivational Leadership: Strategies for Collaboration, Revitalization, and Innovation 
in Rural Schools
Jim Mahoney, Executive Director, Battelle for Kids 
For over four years, Battelle for Kids has focused on supporting rural schools and communities with 
its Rural Education Transformation Approach. Our focus on redesigning learning opportunities, 
enhancing teacher quality, using data to inform practice, enhancing leadership quality, and engaging 
the community and recognizing excellence, has allowed Battelle for Kids to help more students gain 
access to more effective instruction. Learn how this work in rural Ohio districts, particularly the 
Ohio Appalachian Collaborative (OAC), has given insight to leadership strategies for collaboration, 
revitalization, and innovation in rural schools and communities.

Learning Sessions • 11:15 a.m‒12:15 p.m.
Collaborative, Innovative, and Effective Methods to 
Improve Science Instruction
Presenter: Paul Kuhlman, National Rural Teacher of the Year
Room: Polaris A
Do you desire more business, community, and university 
involvement in your school? Science fair projects are a great 
way to do this! No matter how small or rural your school is, 
high quality projects can be developed by your students. Do 
you lack resources? Every community has unique resources 
and experts within its town that are ready and willing to 
help. Example projects will be shared that show community, 
business, and university collaboration. Innovative projects 
unique to a rural setting will also be shared.

The College and Career Readiness Roadmap: A Journey 
to Student Success in Careers, College, and Life
Presenters: Linda Knicely, Battelle for Kids; Tasha Werry, 
Marietta City Schools
Room: Polaris B
Creating a culture that focuses on college and career 
readiness for all students is a journey—a journey that must 
be taken together by district and school leaders, teachers, 
students, parents, and members of the community. The 
College and Career Readiness Roadmap is designed to 
provide direction for this journey and to help schools and 
communities organize their college and career readiness 
work around three pillars—academic preparation, 
accessibility, and aspiration. Learn how to coordinate 
a plan for each stop along the road to college and career 
readiness and student success.

State Superintendents Panel Discussion
Panelists: Kirsten Baesler, North Dakota; Terry Holliday, Kentucky; Richard Ross, Ohio
Panel Moderator: Tom Oster, Council of Chief State School Officers
Room: Polaris Ballroom
Rural American schools are home to over 12 million students and have their own unique defining circumstances. Some 
of these rural circumstances will be examined in this moderated discussion among a group of state chief school officers 
whose states have large rural student populations. The sharing will be enlightening as they offer perspectives and insights 
regarding their rural districts. The chiefs will candidly discuss their challenges as well as some of their greatest rural 
successes. This panel will offer lessons learned and ideas that can be shared.  

Effective Strategies for Engaging Students in Rural Schools 
Paul Kuhlman, National Rural Teacher of the Year
Are you feeling limited in your school from lack of resources? Do your students lack motivation? Do 
you feel the need for some inspiration? These are some common frustrations shared by many of us that 
teach in rural schools. However, with some creativity you can turn perceived weaknesses of your rural 
school into strengths. Be prepared, science will be performed to help illustrate some basic concepts 
that will revitalize your classroom! Audience participation is required!
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Learning Sessions (continued) • 11:15 a.m‒12:15 p.m. 

The Personalization of Innovation
Presenters: Buddy Berry and Thom Coffee, Eminence Independent Schools 
Room: Polaris C
Eminence Schools have set out on a journey to completely personalize the instructional 
experience for every student in the most innovative environment ever. This journey has 
led to record academic achievement, cutting-edge Next Generation skills from K-12, an 
Associate’s Degree for all high school students, 30 in-depth college and career encounters, 
and more! Eminence is one of the first four Districts of Innovation in Kentucky and 
founders of the School on FIRE (Framework of Innovation for Reinventing Education). 
Not only has the K-12 experience been completely reimagined, but staff professional 
development has as well! 

Transforming Rural Education: The Ohio Appalachian Collaborative―A Road 
to Success
Presenters: Jill Johnson, Steve Brooks, Adam Brenner, Gail Requardt, and Anne Troendly, 
East Muskingum Local Schools; Mark Glassbrenner, Battelle for Kids
Room: Gemini A
The Ohio Appalachian Collaborative (OAC) is a partnership of rural districts faciliated 
by Battelle for Kids to accelerate college and career readiness. The OAC was formed out 
of a determination to transform rural education and ensure all students graduate ready 
for post-secondary success. Through the eyes of a district, staff members from the East 
Muskingum Local Schools will share the journey of the successes and lessons learned 
over the past four years in the OAC. Now, as a member of the OAC Personalized Learning 
Network, East Muskingum staff members will share their commitment to accelerating 
student access to advanced learning and effective instruction through a networked 
6-12 personalized learning pathways system. 

“Playing-Up,” University: Residential Dual Credit Opportunities Help
Rural Students
Presenter: Carol Christian, The Craft Academy--Morehead State University
Room: Gemini B
Many academically exceptional students are ready to “play up.” Mirroring the coaching 
model in the competitive world of athletics; if you want the best to get better, you “play 
up.”  You expose high caliber players to elite athletes in order to take them to even higher 
levels. Learn how Morehead State University provides the opportunity for gifted students 
in grades 11 and 12 to “play-up” by becoming a residential student. Selected students will 
receive a minimum of 60 college credits and their high school diploma at no cost.

Closing Session Panel Discussion • 12:45‒1:45 p.m.
New Research Findings from the Rural Opportunities Consortium of Idaho
Panelists: Paul Hill, Rural Opportunities Consortium Idaho; Marguerite Roza, 
Georgetown University; Bryan Hassel, Public Impact
Panel Moderator: Brad Mitchell, Battelle for Kids
Room: Polaris Ballroom

A task force of education policy experts and economists is taking a fresh look at rural 
K-12 education. This panel presents new findings on mismatches between state and 
federal policy and the needs of rural schools, the unique leadership demands of rural 
school districts, promising technology applications for rural education, and rural district 
return on investment.

Tuesday, October 28
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Battelle for Kids is a national, not-for-profit organization that provides strategic 
counsel and innovative solutions for today’s complex educational-improvement 
challenges. Our mission-driven team of education, technology, communications 
and business professionals partners with state departments of education and 
school districts nationwide to improve teaching and learning and maximize 
opportunities for all students to thrive in college, in their careers, and in life. 
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