MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 11/5/12

As part of our effort to streamline communications and cut down on the number of e-mails you receive, here is a Monday E-Mail that combines several items into one communication. 

Please read the Monday E-mail as it contains information on the following KDE-related topics:

· Restraint and Seclusion Q and A (Attachment)

· REVISED Test Results:  System Uses both Normative and Criterion Models (Attachment)

· CSH and Alliance for a Healthier Generation:  Recognition of Districts

· Kentucky Teacher -  Students participate in voting, American culture, innovation


If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

KDE Items

Restraint and Seclusion Q & A (Attachment)

At its October meeting, the Kentucky Board of Education approved 704 KAR 7:160, which regulates the physical restraint and seclusion of students.  The regulation is now undergoing legislative review prior to becoming law.  Several questions have been raised related to the regulation.  Therefore, staff at the Kentucky Department of Education has produced the attached document to answer common questions and to clarify misperceptions.    

Should you have any questions, please contact Robin Chandler at robin.chandler@education.ky.gov.

REVISED Test Results: System Uses both Normative and Criterion Models (Attachment)

The Office of Assessment and Accountability has revised two cut points (Distinguished cut for Elementary is now 69.8 and Distinguished cut for Middle is now 64.9) on the document included in the last week’s Commissioner’s Fast Five on Friday on November 2, 2012.  To assist in understanding the new accountability model, Associate Commissioner Ken Draut and his staff have composed a one-page explanation showing that Kentucky’s new model is both normative and criterion-based.  

Please read the attached explanation with revised cut points and share this new version with others in your district.  It will help to create a better understanding of how the system works.

Should you have any questions, please contact Ken Draut at ken.draut@education.ky.gov. 

CSH and Alliance for a Healthier Generation: Recognition of Districts

The Kentucky Department of Education’s Coordinated School Health team congratulates representatives from the three school districts for their recent achievement with the Alliance for a Healthier Generation. Individual school representatives from Fayette, Madison and Wayne County were recognized on October 20-22, 2012 in Little Rock, Arkansas.  The Alliance for a Healthier Generation held its annual “Healthy Schools Program Forum” to recognize over 250 recipients of the Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards that achieved the respective levels of national recognition. Among the recipients were four Kentucky schools, all of which met the stringent standards of the Bronze Award: Shannon Johnson Elementary, Madison County; Southern Middle School, Fayette County; Tates Creek Middle School, Fayette County and Wayne County High School, Wayne County. 

 The Alliance for a Healthier Generation (http://www.healthiergeneration.org/) works with more than 15,000 schools in all 50 states and is a great resource for schools and districts looking to improve their overall nutrition and physical activity environment. Counties are encouraged to utilize the information and resources from the Alliance when revising and updating their Local Wellness Policies this school year. In Kentucky, the Alliance has two staff persons:  Healthy Schools Program Manager, Melissa McDonald, who is currently working with the 13 school districts of Burgin Independent, Fayette County, Franklin County, Madison County, McCreary County, Menifee County, Mercer County, Monticello Independent, Rowan County, Russell Independent, Scotty County and Wayne County; and Jacy Wooley, who is currently working with the ten districts of Barren County, Butler County, Caverna Independent, Green County, Hart County, Hopkins County, Logan County, Metcalfe County, Owensboro Independent and Trigg County. 

 The Healthy Schools Program expectations are complimentary of multiple characteristics of the PLCS Program Review for health education and physical education.  Any school can join the program and there is zero cost for participating.  

If you are interested in knowing more about the Healthy Schools Program, feel free to contact either Melissa melissa.mcdonald@healthiergeneration.org or Jacy jacy.wooley@healthiergeneration.org.  

For connections concerning the PLCS Program Review information contact Jamie Sparks, KDE’s Coordinated School Health Project Director, at jamie.sparks@education.ky.gov . 


Students participate in voting, American culture, innovation

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s award-winning online publication, is the place to go to stay abreast of what is happening in Kentucky’s public schools and with education reform initiatives in the state.

Kentucky Teacher includes education news, feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, helpful resources and more.

Here’s a look at what’s coming in Kentucky Teacher the week of Nov. 4: 

· The race for president of the United States often prompts mock elections in schools. Find out how students at T.K. Stone Middle School (Elizabethtown Independent) are going beyond that, documenting civics lessons and how to be informed voters.

· Moving to a new country and learning a new language can be overwhelming – never mind also needing to learn mathematics, science and social studies. That’s where intensive school language centers can help. Read how the centers are providing new English language learners individualized attention and small-group instruction while also helping them become accustomed to American culture.

· The time is now for Kentucky public schools to rethink how they go about teaching and learning. Education Commissioner Terry Holliday talks innovation in his Commissioner’s Comments column.


Make sure you don’t miss anything in Kentucky Teacher by signing up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added (usually 1-2 times a week). Rest assured, we won’t share your e-mail address.

We want to hear from you too, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov or post your comments online.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.


Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

National Reading Recovery & K-6 Classroom Literacy Conference - February 2-5, 2013

The Reading Recovery Council of North America will be hosting the National Reading Recovery & K-6 Classroom Literacy Conference on February 2-5, 2013, in Columbus, Ohio.  This conference is for teachers, reading specialists, school administrators, literacy coaches, pre-service educators and others who are interested in early literacy education. 

Sessions will be led by nationally respected literacy experts focusing on all aspects of K-6 literacy including:  comprehension, struggling readers, writing, building on students’ strengths, Common Core State Standards, RTI, non-fiction, ELL, assessments, parental involvement, literacy coaching, Reading Recovery, children’s literature, administration, and much more.  The Conference also includes Featured Speakers, Preconference Institutes, and Keynote speakers Peter Johnston, Pat Scharer, and Brian P. Cleary.
For more information, contact conferenceinfor@readingrecovery.org .  The link to the conference page is www.rrcna.org/conferences or contact Joyce Wilson, Project Assistant for Reading Recovery Council of North America at jwilsonfetherolf@gmal.com .

Young Women LEAD Conference (Attachment)

Young Women LEAD is a free, all-day leadership conference for high school girls focusing on Leadership, Education and Development. The purpose of the conference is to empower high school girls to embrace their strengths and to reach their full potential. The next Lexington, KY conference will be held at the University of Kentucky on March 12, 2013. 

We are honored to present Julie Marie Carrier as our keynote speaker. Julie is an award-winning national speaker and author, an Emmy-nominated TV show host, Miss Virginia USA 2002, a semi-finalist to appear on NBC’s Apprentice TV show, and a senior leadership consultant at the Pentagon—all by age 27—student audiences appreciate that Julie “walks her talk,” that her life actually demonstrates the power of positive life choices, and that she candidly shows students how to do the same. 

Please use one of the following methods to stay in touch with us about this event:

To receive more information about the event through e-mail send an email to: youngwomenleadlex@gmail.com 

Click HERE to visit our facebook page! 

KY Peer Buddies Education Center

For 25 years the Kentucky Peer Tutoring program, now KY Peer Buddies Education Center (www.kypeertutoring.org), has been offering high school credit for students who serve as peer buddies for students with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Peer Buddies, in association with the Human Development Institute at the University of Kentucky, has an all-new interactive website that is a tool for teachers and students to begin a program in their high schools. One of the most beneficial aspects of this new website is the series of interactive modules, which cover a wide range of topics from inclusion to communication to the power of peers. 

Are you interested in starting a Peer Buddy program at your school?  Do you already have a program started and would like assistance maintaining or improving it? Then click on the link below and become familiar with what the Peer Buddy program has to offer. If you already have a program at your school, why not share an inspirational story others who are interested in starting their own programs.

Peer Buddies also has a Facebook page, and you can “like” that and share with your colleagues. 

For more information, contact Harold Kleinert at the Human Development Institute, (859) 257-3045.

KASSP 2012 Conference

On Thursday, November 8, the Kentucky Association of Secondary School Principals (KASSP) and the Kentucky Principals Academy, which is based in the University of Louisville’s College of Education and Human Development, are co-hosting the KASSP 2012 Conference at Embassy Suites in Lexington. 

The conference title is "Changing Direction in a Changing Landscape." Registration information and conference sessions may be found at http://www.kassp.net/.

