MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 12/3/12

As part of our effort to streamline communications and cut down on the number of e-mails you receive, here is a Monday E-Mail that combines several items into one communication.

Please read the Monday E-mail as it contains information on the following KDE-related topics:

· CIITS Export to IC Grade Book Coming – Please Share with Teachers
· Title I, Part A Adjustment in Allocation
· Facility Assessments Update – Planning for the next Phase
· Kentucky Equine Youth Festival – March 27, 2012 
· 2013 Kentucky Equine Youth Festival Essay Contest (Attachment)
· 2013 Kentucky Equine Youth Festival Art Contest (Attachment)
· Kentucky Teacher – PGES, Unbridled Learning results, Estill County, photo blog on tap
If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.


Items from KDE

CIITS Export to IC Grade Book coming – PLEASE SHARE WITH TEACHERS
Effective immediately, when creating express tests in the Continuous Instructional Improvement Technology System (CIITS), teachers may notice an option for sending test results directly to grade book in Infinite Campus. 

At this time, teachers SHOULD NOT USE the test creation/export grade book option unless they are part of the designated group that has been notified and is testing this new functionality. Until it has been fully tested and any problems resolved, using this feature could create negative issues. 

We anticipate all teachers statewide will be granted use of this new feature after the first of the year. At that point, training materials and webinars on how it works will be available to all CIITS users. Look for updates in January.


Title I, Part A Adjustment in Allocation
The U.S. Department of Education has revised SY 2012-13 Title I, Part A allocations.  As a result, Kentucky received a decrease in its state allocation and must reallocate funding to districts. You will find revised award notifications for Title I, Part A (project 3103) at the following web address: http://education.ky.gov/districts/fin/Pages/Federal-Grants.aspx.  Award notifications will not be mailed to your central office from the KDE Budgets office.  

Districts will be required to revise their SY 2012-13 Ranking Reports.  In order to expedite the revision and approval process, the Title I, Part A consultants within the Division of Consolidated Plans and Audits will contact each of their assigned districts to revise these reports either over the phone or via e-mail.  Please remember that any revisions made to the Ranking Report must be reflected in MUNIS under project 3103.

Please contact your Title I, Part A consultant via e-mail or at 502-564-3791 if you have any questions.


Facility Assessments Update – Planning for the Next Phase

KDE is planning to rollout the next phase of the Kentucky Facility Inventory and Classification System (KFICS) Project in Spring 2013. The preliminary plan is to proceed as follows:

· Parsons would continue to provide the third-party evaluations with their partner, MGT of America, satisfying the requirements set forth in KRS 157.420(9).

· Districts would contract directly with Parsons to conduct such assessments at a state negotiated rate. Districts have historically coordinated with local architects for this work, with varying degrees of success; this process will allow for the consistent use of a common vendor with a unified approach.

· Districts will be scheduled for evaluations according to their 4-year District Facility Plan (DFP) cycle.  They will have the option to include all or a portion of their buildings in the assessment, primarily based on the age and relative condition of the buildings.  An educational suitability evaluation will still be a part of the overall School Score.

· This information will be loaded into an annual KFICS State Report to inform the General Assembly as it makes facility funding decisions.

More detailed information will be forthcoming in the near future.  In the meantime, if any school districts have additional questions or concerns, they may contact Paige Patterson-Grant at Paige.Patterson@education.ky.gov.


Kentucky Equine Youth Festival – March 27, 2013

The Kentucky Equine Youth Festival will be held on March 27, 2013, at the Kentucky Horse Park Alltech Arena, 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Learn the many uses of horses, such as driving, working cattle, jumping, and many other exciting demonstrations.  


The festival will also include:

· Live demonstrations of many disciplines in which horses compete;

· Interactive activities and presentations;

· Educational booths from organizations representing all facets of the equine industry; and

· Hands-on activities.

Advanced registration is required.  Make checks payable to Kentucky 4-H Foundation.
- Schools: $25 (up to 35 students)
- $50 (more than 35 students)
- Youth Groups $25
- Individuals $5

Contributing sponsors are:  University of Kentucky Ag Equine Programs; Kentucky 4-H Horse Program; Kentucky Equine Education Project; Kentucky Department of Education; United States Pony Clubs; Kentucky Horse Council; United States Equestrian Federation; Kentucky Horse Park; The Equine Academy at Lexington Catholic High School and Equine Land Conservation Resource.

For more information, contact Brigette Stacy at brigette.stacy@education.ky.gov.

2013 Kentucky Equine Youth Festival Essay Contest (Attachment)

The Kentucky Equine Youth Festival contributing sponsors present an opportunity for elementary, middle and high school students throughout Kentucky to demonstrate their writing talent by participating in the 2013 Kentucky Equine Youth Festival Essay Contest.  

Attached are the essay guidelines, judging criteria and entry form. Please note that the deadline for all entries is February 15, 2013.

2013 Kentucky Equine Youth Festival Art Contest (Attachment)

The Kentucky Youth Festival contributing sponsors present an opportunity for elementary, middle and high school students throughout Kentucky to illustrate their creative talents by participating in the 2013 Kentucky Equine Youth Festival Art Contest.  

Attached are the essay guidelines, judging criteria and entry form. Please note that the deadline for all entries is February 15, 2013.



PGES, Unbridled Learning results, Estill County, photo blog on tap

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s award-winning online publication, is the place to go to stay abreast of what is happening in Kentucky’s public schools. 
Kentucky Teacher includes education news, feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, helpful resources and more.

Here’s a look at what’s coming in Kentucky Teacher the week of Dec. 3: 

· More effective teaching means more Kentucky students succeeding. That’s the idea behind the state’s new Professional Growth and Effectiveness System (PGES). Kentucky Teacher kicks off the first in a series of stories that examines the proposed system and its various components. Find out what PGES is all about and what it will mean for you.

· The test scores are out. Now what? Education Commissioner Terry Holliday shares his thoughts on next steps educators can take in using the data to improve our schools.

· Read how data-driven instruction and ongoing conversations about how to improve student learning are helping Estill County schools raise student achievement.

· In her Photo Blog, KDE photographer Amy Wallot celebrates the good things happening in all Kentucky schools with a select compilation of pictures from her visits to all 174 Kentucky school districts, the Kentucky School for the Blind and the Kentucky School for the Deaf. Check to see if your school or district is featured. If it’s not this week, it may be in future Photo Blogs.

Make sure you don’t miss anything in Kentucky Teacher by signing up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added (usually 1-2 times a week). Rest assured, we won’t share your e-mail address.

We want to hear from you too, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov or post your comments online.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.


Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

Action for Educators Holding Level I Principal Credentials

Those educators holding Level I principal credentials (certificate or statement of eligibility) should take action immediately to avoid completing a longer preparation program in the future. Renewal of a Level I credential should be done within the next calendar year.

All Kentucky school principal preparation programs have moved to a 30-hour post-master’s requirement. Current Level I credentials were likely earned via the completion of a master’s level program. Current Education Professional Standards Board (EPSB) regulations state that all course work, including that required for Level II programs, for the master’s level programs must be completed before January 31, 2014.  

Level I credentials may only be renewed by completing the Level II program. It is to the advantage of all Level I administrative credential holders to complete all Level II course work (usually 6-9 credit hours, depending upon your university) as soon as possible and no later than January 2014. Completion of the Level II program will renew this credential, add five more years to the expiration date and allow educators to avoid having to take the substantially higher number of credit hours, which is required with all of the newly-approved post-master’s preparation programs.

After January 2014, universities will not be able to make the Level II recommendations without the completion of the new post-master’s requirements, so Level I credential holders are urged to make plans now to complete the requirements for Level II.

Questions regarding the completion of the Level II credential should be directed to the educator’s advisor at the institution at which the Level I was completed or to the EPSB Division of Certification at dcert@ky.gov or (502) 564-4606.

KSBA Seeks Executive Director

The Kentucky School Boards Association (KSBA) is a nonprofit association serving 174 elementary and secondary public boards of education in Kentucky. KSBA is governed by a 27-member board of directors composed of local school board members from across the Commonwealth. The board is responsible for making decisions vital to the interests of all local school boards served by the KSBA staff.

KSBA's mission is to enhance school board leadership in maximizing student achievement through superior support and services. KSBA’s membership consists of 100 percent of the public boards of education in Kentucky and provides a wide range of programs and services that support the needs of its members.

KSBA is seeking a leader who is a creative, strategic thinker with exceptional communication, analytical and entrepreneurial skills. Salary will be commensurate with experience. Required qualifications include a minimum of a master's degree in education or related field; a minimum of seven years of experience in the management of a school district, education-related agency or a private not-for-profit association; and working knowledge of key issues related to public education, including Kentucky's new assessment and accountability system (Unbridled Learning). The ideal candidate shall also have knowledge and skills to:

· create and strengthen critical partnerships

· develop new services that meet member needs and generate additional revenue

· use association resources to enhance members’ ability to promote student achievement, including college/career readiness across the Commonwealth 

The deadline for receipt of applications is January 11, 2013. To apply, click here.



Supervisors of Classified Personnel Training – December 7, 2012

Don’t miss this opportunity to get your supervisors of classified personnel the training they need to avoid legal pitfalls resulting in expensive litigation.  Experienced attorneys and policy consultants will provide your managers with valuable information to assist them with effective management, evaluation, investigation, and discipline of classified staff members.  We will provide information about federal and Kentucky law required in management and due process of classified staff.

Registration:  
$200 per person

Session Times:
     Registration: 8 a.m.
 Session: 8:30 a.m.

Hotel:
     Clarion Hotel, 1950 Newtown Pike, Lexington, KY 40511 ~ 859-233-0512

Presenters:
     Teresa T. Combs, KSBA, Director of Legal and Administrative Training Services
     John C. Fogle, III, KSBA Staff Attorney
     KSBA Policy Staff


Arts Survey for Principals (Attachment)

South Arts, a regional arts organization that serves nine states in the southeastern U.S., is working in partnership with the Kentucky Department of Education and the Kentucky Arts Council to conduct a research project that seeks to quantify access to and quality of arts education offered at K-12 public schools throughout the South Arts region, including Kentucky. This research is essential to identify the strengths and gaps in arts education in the south and will provide useful data that will help improve arts education delivery in Kentucky.

The research process involves an electronic survey targeted at principals. The survey is comprised of approximately 30 questions in the areas of access to arts education, quality of arts education, resources and partners, decision-maker perspectives, and demographics, as well as general information.

Please see the attached letter for more details, including the survey link. 


Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation – Calls for Nominations for Two Science Competitions (Attachment)

Attached is information regarding the Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation, a Federal government agency, now accepting nominations for Agriscience Awards and Life Science Awards to be presented in July 2013 in Washington, D.C.

Nominations are accepted online only.  Deadlines and websites are as follows:

Agriscience Awards:  Deadline for nominations – January 29, 2013 at www.agriscienceawards.com 
Life Science Awards:  Deadline for nominations – February 13, 2013 at www.ccolumbusfoundationawards.org 

If you have any questions, please contact Judi Shellenberger, Executive Director of the Foundation, at (315) 258-0090 or e-mail at judithmscolumbus@cs.com,


KOHS Voice posted

The Kentucky Office of Highway Safety – Voice highlights state and national news regarding highway safety campaigns and various other safety-related topics. This interactive newsletter includes links that expand upon some of the stories. 

See the latest issue at http://transportation.ky.gov/highway-safety/pages/voice-newsletter.aspx.

For more information contact Erin Eggen at Erin.Eggen@ky.gov.

