MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 4/9/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

· Competitive Bidding for Facilities Procurement

· 2012 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) RFA Awards – Biomedical Sciences, Energy Technology, and Engineering Pipeline RFAs 

· Reallocation of Section 1003(a) School Improvement Funds (Attachment)
· EKU’s Camp Inner Space to be held this summer


If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE


Competitive Bidding for Facilities Procurement
Please remember that use of proprietary (single source) specifications during facilities procurement is regulated by KRS 45A.415(2) and KRS 162.065(7).  Any specification writing and bidding practices that deliberately limit competition in violation of this statute are illegal.   KDE strongly encourages school districts to properly inform and caution all individuals who work on construction procurement (whether they are outside design professionals or district personnel), to avoid any actual or perceived appearance of impropriety with outside vendors (receiving gratuities/gifts, etc.), who may be interested in, or could benefit from restrictive specifications and anti-competitive bidding on construction projects.   KDE has a legal and ethical obligation to refer any such alleged practices to outside agencies, such as the Attorney General, Auditor of Public Accounts, Office of Education Accountability, and architects’ and engineers’ registration boards, for appropriate civil and criminal investigation.  

Please contact Greg Dunbar, the Branch Manager for the KDE District Facilities Branch, at Greg.Dunbar@education.ky.gov if you have any questions or concerns about this reminder.


2012 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) RFA Awards – Biomedical Sciences, Energy Technology, and Engineering Pipeline RFAs 

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is pleased to announce that the review process for the 2012 PLTW RFAs is complete.  Award listings will be posted to the KDE Competitive Grant Awards site within 24 hours.  http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Grant+Information/Competitive+Grant+Awards/
We appreciate everyone’s participation in the grant process and hope that you will continue to seek and apply for beneficial grants for your districts/schools as they become available.

Awards listed are contingent upon districts/schools meeting all programmatic and budgetary requirements.  In addition, awards are contingent upon available funding.

For information about the schools and districts receiving funds, please contact Lea Ann Lewis (information below).

If you have budget-related questions, please contact Lea Ann Lewis via e-mail at leaann.lewis@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-1979.  If you would like copies of your score sheets or have questions related to the application process, please contact Jason Kendall via e-mail at jason.kendall@education.ky.gov or by phone at (502) 564-2351.  All other questions should be addressed to Karen Smith at karen.smith@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-3775, or Melinda Curless at melinda.curless@education.ky.gov or (502) 564-3775.


Reallocation of Section 1003(a) School Improvement Funds (Attachment)

The U.S. Congress has appropriated additional SY2011-12 Title I, Part A funding to states.  As a result, Kentucky received an increase in its state allocation and must reallocate Section 1003(a) School Improvement Funds.  Revised award notifications for Section 1003(a) School Improvement Funds (project 3202) can be found at the following web address: http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Finance+and+Funding/Budgets/Grant+Award+Notifications.htm.  Award notifications will no longer be mailed to your central office from the KDE Budgets office.  

Please be advised that there are no plan revisions required to be submitted to the Kentucky Department of Education for these funds.  However, revised award amounts must be reflected in MUNIS under project 3202 and revisions will need to be made to CDIP expenditure reports.  Additionally, districts are required to adhere to the terms of use as outlined in the attached document “Title I School Improvement Funds for 2011-12”.

Please contact your Title I, Part A consultant via e-mail or at (502) 564-3791 if you have any questions.
Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.


EKU’s Camp Inner Space to be held this summer

The Department of Psychology at Eastern Kentucky University will host Camp Inner Space, a residential camp for high school students interested in the field of psychology. Working with EKU faculty members, students will study clinical psychology, neuroscience, forensic psychology, sensation and perception, cognitive psychology, developmental psychology and animal behavior. Students will live on campus, take field trips and participate in many hands-on activities.

The camp also aims to expose students to the programs housed in EKU’s Department of Psychology and highlight the diversity of options that are available with a psychology degree.

To be eligible for the camp, each student must: demonstrate academic excellence by having a GPA of 3.3 or higher, obtain a letter of reference from a teacher and submit a brief essay addressing reasons for interest in the camp.

The deadline for application to Camp Inner Space is May 20. Space is limited, so early registration is urged. A $50 nonrefundable registration fee will be applied to students’ tuition. Inner Space Camp fees total $385, which includes the cost of housing, food, materials, activities and camp gear. Scholarships are available.

For more information, contact Cheryl Ramey at cheryl.ramey@eku.edu or Robert Brubaker, Department of Psychology chair, at robert.brubaker.eku.edu.


The Kentucky Department of Education wants your input on the agency’s customer service efforts. Please take a moment to complete an online survey, which may be accessed here. All responses will remain anonymous.

