MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 5/14/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

· 2012 Migrant Education Programs Regional Service Centers RFA Awards
· Kentucky Teacher - Summer reading, Appalachian teachers, photo blog
· Funding for electric vehicles available (Attachment)

· Fall 2012 Young Artist Award Competition is now open

· VSA accepting entries for 2012 Visual Art Programs 

· 2012 Fall China Trip hosted by the UK Confucius Institute

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.

Items from KDE

2012 Migrant Education Programs Regional Service Centers RFA Awards 
The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is pleased to announce that the review process for the 2012 Migrant Education Programs Regional Service Centers RFA is complete.  Awards will be posted to the following website within 24 hours: http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Grant+Information/Competitive+Grant+Awards/. 

We appreciate everyone’s participation in the grant process and hope that you will continue to seek and apply for beneficial grants for your regions, districts, and schools as they become available.

Awards are contingent upon available funding and regions, districts, and schools meeting all programmatic and budgetary requirements.

For information about the regions receiving funds or if you have budget-related questions, please contact Thelma Hawkins at thelma.hawkins@education.ky.gov or at (502) 564-1979.  If you would like copies of your score sheets or have questions related to the application process, please contact Jason Kendall at jason.kendall@education.ky.gov or at (502) 564-2351.  All other questions should be addressed to Judy Littleton at judith.littleton@education.ky.gov or at (502) 564-1479.  


[image: image1]
Summer reading, Appalachian teachers, photo blog

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication, isn’t just for teachers. It’s for anyone interested in keeping abreast of what is happening in Kentucky education – at the state level and in Kentucky schools.

Online since November 2010, Kentucky Teacher offers feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, news about current reform initiatives, recognition of outstanding efforts, helpful information, resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        Summer is almost here, and that means summer reading assignments that students dread. Learn how teachers are taking a new approach to summer reading lists in hopes of getting students to really read and expand their literacy skills while they’re out of school.

·        Teach for America Appalachia, which placed 22 teachers in eight school districts in eastern and southeastern Kentucky, is about to complete its first year. Find out how the first year went, and what the program’s expansion plans are for the 2012-13 school year.

·        KDE photographer Amy Wallot offers some awesome photos from her travels around the state. Check out her blog to see where she’s been and what’s been going on in Kentucky classrooms.

While you’re on the website, sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added to Kentucky Teacher.
We also love hearing from our readers, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

Funding for electric vehicles available (Attachment)

Pursuant to a consent decree with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Kentucky Utilities Company (KU) offers $250,000 in grant funding for acquisition of plug-in electric vehicles in fleets owned by governmental and quasi-governmental bodies, including school districts. 

KU will reimburse selected applicants for the incremental cost of electric vehicles funded under the program (e.g., the additional cost of a plug-in electric vehicle compared to the most comparable conventional gas or diesel vehicle). In addition, for each applicant selected for funding, the company will also fund the cost of one fast charge station at a cost not to exceed $3,500.

The funded electric vehicle must replace or displace a conventional (gas or diesel) vehicle that would otherwise be utilized in the absence of the grant funding. The funded vehicle must be ordered by September 15, with delivery no later than December 31.

The funded vehicle must be operated by the applicant for the period of at least calendar years 2013, 2014 and 2015 (operational commitment period). Any applicant selected for funding must certify that it does not otherwise have a legal obligation to reduce emissions through replacement of the conventional fleet vehicles. Selected applicants also must submit annual vehicle operating reports that identify dates of vehicle operation and annual vehicle mileage for each year of the operational commitment period.

KU will select parties for funding based on the following criteria:

extent to which emissions reductions resulting from proposed use can be demonstrated and quantified additional environmental benefits resulting from proposed use experience or demonstrated interest of applicant in deploying electric or other alternative fuel vehicles extent to which the proposed use will promote use of electric or other alternative fuel vehicles by others, with consideration of public visibility of project, signage on vehicles and public outreach programs extent to which the proposed use will promote mitigation of the impact of air pollution on low-income, disadvantaged or minority persons 

The deadline to submit application is June 15. Applicants will be selected in mid-July.

The application for the program is attached. For more information, contact Melissa Howell at the Kentucky Clean Fuels Coalition, kycleanfuels@insightbb.com.

Fall 2012 Young Artist Award Competition is now open

The Arts Education Partnership (AEP) is seeking student art submissions for the design of the front cover of its Fall 2012 National Forum program booklet. Students may submit their work for a chance to win the Young Artist Award.

The theme of this National Forum is inspired in part by this quote:

Study the science of art. Study the art of science. Realize that everything connects to everything else.(Leonardo da Vinci) 

 

Middle and high school students ages 12-18 living in the southeast region (this includes Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee) are invited to send an original work of visual art that responds to, reflects or is inspired by this quote by Friday, June 29 5p.m. ET. The winning artist will have his or her artwork displayed on the front cover of the National Forum program booklet and will receive a monetary prize and recognition in a special ceremony at the National Forum. 

Click here for more information about the contest and how to enter.

The Young Artist Award is a part of the AEP Youth in Arts Program. Click here to learn more about this award.

VSA accepting entries for 2012 Visual Art Programs 
VSA, the international organization on arts and disability, is accepting entries from artists ages 5-25 for the following programs:

Sustaining/Creating is a national juried exhibition for emerging artists with disabilities, ages 16-25. Sustaining/Creating asks emerging artists to showcase work that illuminates innovative viewpoints on sustainability and contemporary creativity. Fifteen artists will be selected for an exhibition at the Smithsonian and will share $60,000 in cash awards. Entry deadline is July 8.

Yo Soy…Je Suis…I am…: International Art Program for Children with Disabilities encourages children with disabilities, ages 5-18, to create a self-portrait that illustrates who they are and who they will be. Self-portraits allow artistic freedom for children with disabilities to celebrate the unique qualities they have to share with the world. Entry deadline is July 15.

Click here for more information on each art program.


2012 Fall China Trip hosted by the UK Confucius Institute

The UK Confucius Institute is pleased to announce the 2012 Fall China Trip – a 12 day education trip hosted by the UK Confucius Institute and designed to help education decision-makers start and expand their Chinese language and culture programs.  Last year, six Kentucky Superintendents and Principals traveled to China and visited Chinese schools and experienced Chinese history, culture and felt the contemporary pulse of China’s development – economically, culturally and politically. Since this trip is sponsored by the UK Confucius Institute, all expenses within China are paid by the UKCI, and participants will bear the responsibility for international round trip airfare and Visa application fee.

The travel dates are:  November 1 thru November 12, 2012.

Application deadline is July 9, 2012.  Applications will be reviewed on a rolling basis.  Please go to http://www.uky.edu/Confucius/opportunites_teachers.php to review itinerary and to register.

For further information, please contact Huajing Maske, Director of the UK Confucius Institute at Huajing.maske@uky.edu .

