MONDAY SUPERINTENDENT E-MAIL – 5/21/12

The Monday E-mail contains information about the following KDE related items:

· Kentucky Hybrid Diesel/Electric School Buses RFA (Cycle 5) Posted on KDE Website

· Revised 2011-2012 Final SEEK

· Kentucky Teacher – College/district partnership, speaking and listening standards on tap
· KHSAA updates athletic student physical form for 2012
· Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requirements concerning asbestos management
· Kentucky arts partners’ summer programs
· Education leadership at Asbury
· Academically Proficient High School Junior and Senior Diversity Conference
· Promise Neighborhoods Grant
· Youth Silent Film Festival
· UK College of Education to offer Summer K-8 Literacy Course opportunity (Attachment)

If you have questions about the specific items, please see the contact information for each item.


Items from KDE

Kentucky Hybrid Diesel/Electric School Buses RFA (Cycle 5) Posted on KDE Website

The Kentucky Hybrid Diesel/Electric School Buses (Cycle 5) RFA will be posted within 24 hours to the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) website: http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Administrative+Resources/Grant+Information/Competitive+Grants+from+KDE/
KDE has received approximately $12.98 million in funding for project proposals from school districts to purchase around 213 diesel/electric hybrid school buses.  The grant is to achieve maximum dispersal of school buses across the Commonwealth to test the practicality of hybrid technology in all geographic regions and pupil densities as this technology applies to Kentucky.  Projects funded through this grant will assist in documenting the effectiveness of this technology for increasing fuel economy without increasing downtime for maintenance.

The deadline to submit an application is 4:00 pm (EDT), Wednesday, July 11, 2012.

Questions regarding the Kentucky Hybrid Diesel/Electric School Buses RFA should be directed to Jason Kendall at jason.kendall@education.ky.gov.  The deadline to submit questions is 12:00 Noon (EDT), Thursday, May 31, 2012.

Revised 2011-2012 Final SEEK

The revised 2011-2012 Final SEEK has been posted on the KDE SEEK web site. The revised 2011-2012 Final SEEK will be used to make the June 2012 payments and reflects adjustments for Transportation, Tier I, and an excess in the Category 5 nickel appropriation.  

If you have questions, please contact Chay Ritter (chay.ritter@education.ky.gov) or Sarah Aitken (sarah.aitken@education.ky.gov) at (502) 546-3846.

College/district partnership, speaking and listening standards on tap

Kentucky Teacher, the Kentucky Department of Education’s flagship publication, isn’t just for teachers. It’s for anyone interested in keeping abreast of what is happening in Kentucky education – at the state level and in Kentucky schools.

Online since November 2010, Kentucky Teacher offers feature articles that highlight successful classroom practice, news about current reform initiatives, recognition of outstanding efforts, helpful information, resources and more.

In this coming week’s issue:

·        Read about how a new partnership between Camargo Elementary School (Montgomery County) and Berea College’s elementary educator-preparation program is enhancing teaching and learning for the school’s students as well as its teachers and the Berea students.

·        Students and teachers at the Kentucky School for the Deaf and the Kentucky School for the Blind don’t have it any easier than everybody else when it comes to mastering the state’s speaking and listening standards. While the mode and method of instruction may change, teaching students how to express their opinions and communicate effectively is still the expectation.

While you’re on the website, sign up to receive e-mail updates whenever new stories or features are added to Kentucky Teacher.
We also love hearing from our readers, so send your comments, feedback or story suggestions to us at kyteacher@education.ky.gov.

Kentucky Teacher is produced by KDE’s Division of Communications.

Items from Outside Agencies

PLEASE NOTE: Inclusion of items in this section does not constitute endorsement by the Kentucky Department of Education or the Commissioner of Education.

KHSAA updates athletic student physical form for 2012

The Kentucky High School Athletics Association (KHSAA) has recently updated the GE4-Consent, Permission, Physical Exam form required for student athlete participation for the 2012-13 school year.

To access the updated, May 2012 KHSAA GE4-Consent, Permission, Physical Exam form, visit http://www.khsaa.org/forms/general.html.

KDE will no longer post the KHSAA physical form on the agency’s Web page. Direct communication with KHSAA by school districts will ensure that the current physical form is always available to physicians and school districts. 

Please contact KHSAA directly at (859) 299-5472 for more information.



Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requirements concerning asbestos management

EPA requires public school districts and private non-profit schools to appoint an asbestos management coordinator, called the "AHERA Designated Person (DP)." This person is responsible for a number of asbestos-related activities, including the implementation of the plan for managing asbestos-containing building materials (ACBM) in the school buildings and compliance with the federal asbestos regulations.

The DP must be trained on the following topics: health effects of asbestos; detection, identification and assessment of ACBM; options for controlling ACBM; asbestos management program; and related federal and state laws. The DP is responsible for assuring that all people working on the school buildings who might encounter ACBM are properly trained, and that all people conducting asbestos-related activities have current and valid accreditation certificates.

The Kentucky Division for Air Quality may be able to assist with providing training for AHERA Designated Persons.  If your Designated Person needs to attend a 1-day training course please respond to this message.  If there is sufficient need for this training KDAQ will attempt to provide the course.
If you are interested in this training please e-mail Eric Eisiminger at eric.eisiminger@ky.gov no later than COB May 28, 2012.


Kentucky arts partners’ summer programs

The Kentucky Arts Council provides operating support to many nonprofit arts organizations in the Commonwealth. A chronological listing of summer camps hosted by these organizations can be found at this link: http://artscouncil.ky.gov/Resources/pdf/KAPSummerPrograms2012.pdf. 

Education leadership at Asbury

Asbury University’s graduate education program is currently taking applications for this fall’s education leadership cohorts. For more information, visit www.asbury.edu or call enrollment coordinator Gabe Gibitz at (859) 858-3511, ext. 2502.

Academically Proficient High School Junior and Senior Diversity Conference

The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE), and the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE) presents the 25th Annual Academically Proficient High School Junior and Senior Diversity Conference, set for Friday, June 15, through Saturday, June 16, at Western Kentucky University.

The primary purpose of the conference is to give Kentucky’s public, private and independent colleges and universities an opportunity to recruit academically promising or proficient students early in their junior and senior years. Approximately 300 students and parents from across the commonwealth attended the conference in previous years.

For more information, contact Rana Johnson at (502) 573-1652, ext. 243, or Michael Dailey at (502) 564-1479.

Promise Neighborhoods Grant

The FY2012 Promise Neighborhoods Grants support cradle-to-career services designed to improve educational and developmental outcomes for students in our nation’s most distressed urban and rural neighborhoods. 

The U.S. Department of Education (USED) encourages potential applicants to review the documents on the Promise Neighborhoods Web page to learn more about the planning and implementation competitions. The deadline for submitting a notice of intent to apply is June 8, and applications are due by July 27 at 4:30 p.m. ET. 

Eligible organizations for both Promise Neighborhoods planning and implementation grants include: nonprofit organizations, which may include faith-based nonprofit organizations; institutions of higher education; and Indian tribes.

USED also has invited people from various backgrounds and professions with content expertise to apply to be peer reviewers for the FY2012 Promise Neighborhoods Planning and Implementation Competitions. Anyone interested in being considered to be a peer reviewer must submit a completed application no later than June 8. 

Youth Silent Film Festival

The Renaissance Theatre in downtown Mansfield, Ohio, will host the Mid-West Regionals for the Youth Silent Film Festival April 5, 6 and 7, 2013.

The festival challenges filmmakers 20 years old and younger to create a three-minute silent movie using original musical compositions provided by the festival organizers. Filmmakers log onto the Youth Silent Film Festival website, listen to the various musical themes, and then choose one from which to make their movie. The musical choices are romance, horror, mystery, comedy and slapstick. 

There is no entry fee, and filmmakers are free to create their film in any style or fashion, from live action to animation, from black and white to color. Films should be family-friendly and contain no copyrighted material. See Submission Guidelines at www.makesilentfilm.com.

Cash prizes are offered, but more important to our filmmakers is the chance to see their film on the big screen with a live audience, accompanied by live theatre organ.

For more information, visit www.makesilentfilm.com or contact the organizers at inofo@makesilentfilm.com.


UK College of Education to offer Summer K-8 Literacy Course opportunity (Attachment)

The University of Kentucky, College of Education Department, will offer a professional learning opportunity this summer.  The attached course description provides additional details about a week-long “compressed” graduate level course designed specifically for K-8 reading and language arts teachers focused on improving professional practice in reading instruction, intervention and assessment.  The course will concentrate on developing skills to effectively use assessment to drive all phases of instruction.

The course will be taught by D. Ray Reutzel, Utah State University, who is recognized nationally for his work in literacy.  

Teachers who are not currently enrolled in the UK Graduate School should contact Dr. Parker Fawson at parker.fawson@uky.edu, for assistance with post-bach admission.  Arrangement for parking on the UK Campus should also be directed to Dr. Fawson.

